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THE SURGEONS OF BALTIMORE AND" THEIR
ACHIEVEMENTS.

BY B. BERNARD

BI{OWNE,

M.

D.,

BALTIMOHE.

Now that we are celebrating
the 150th annIversary of the
founlation
of Baltimore, it seems appropriate
that we should
look back over these past years and see what part medical men
and the medical profession have taken in its affairs, and how far
they have aided and contributed to its growth and prosperity.
Every history adds something to enlighten the public.
Like
stars in the milky way , although
of different magnitude and
brightness, these works shed a lustre on each other and increase
the hemisphere of knowledge.
The first surgeon of whom history gIves any account was Dr.
Walter Russell, who, in June 1608, accompanied
Captain John
Smith in his expedition up the Chesapeake bay and landed on
the present site of Baltimore.
"It chanced Captain Smith while
taking a fish (not knowing her condition) which much resembled
a Thornback, but a long tayle like a riding rodde, whereon the
middest is a most poysoned sting, of two or three inches long,
bearded like a saw on each side, which she struck into the wrist
of his arm neare an inch and a halfe; no blood or wound was seene,
but a little blew s)ot,but the torment was instantly so extreame that
in foure houres had so swollen his hand, arme and shoulder, we
all with much sorrow concluded his funeral! and prepared his
grave in an island by, as himself directed; yet it pleased God by
a precious oyle Doctor Russell at the first applied to it with a
probe, (ere night) his tormenting
paine was so well asswaged,
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that he eate of the fish to his supper, which gave no less joy and
content to us than ease to hirnselfe,
for which we called the
island Stingray isle after the name of the fish." *
From the earliest settlement
under the proprietary
government, the medical men who emigrated here had for the most
part received their education
either at London, Edinburg
or
Glasgow, and we find them taking an active and prominent part
in the affairs of the colony,
When the .ict was passed in 1729, entitled "An Act for erecting a town on the north side of the Patapsco, in Baltimore
county, and for laying out into lots 60 acres of land," etc., we
:find that Doctor George Walker and Doctor George Buchanan
were appointed commissioners
and aided in laying out the town
on January t zth, 1 73o.t
Doctor Walker had previously practiced
medicine in Anne
Arundel county for some years, and came to reside in Baltimore
county about 1715.
He was the proprietor of a well known seat
and tract of land on the west side of the town, called Chatsworth.
Doctor Buchanan, who came from Scotland, purchased lands,
and practiced medicine in the c.ounty from the yeM 1723 until
his death in 1750.
About 1760 Doctor Henry Stevenson, from Ireland, settled in
.Baltimore and engaged in the practice of medicir.e and surgery t
He built a large stone house on the York road, and in 1769 he
.converted th is new and elegant residence, which on that account
was called" Stevenson's
Folly," to the very laudable purpose of
a small pox hospital, by appropriating
a part of it for the reception of young men whom he inoculated successfully before the
UJractice became general §
Although
this paper is designed to record the achievements
of Baltimore surgeons, there was no separate and distinct class
of such persons at that time, and even now there is not a medi*Chap. V,
t Griffith's
i Griffith's
§ Griffith's

Smith's History Va., and Bozman,
Annals of Baltimore, p. IS·
Annals of Baltimore, p. 4[,
Annals, p. 46.
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cal man in the city who devotes himself exclusively to surgical
practice, and there were but few physicians who did not treat
the more common surgical diseases and injuries
As there was no medical journal published in America previous to the" Medical Repository,"
which was first issued in
1797, it has been impossible to get the authentic record of any
surgical operations of importance 'which were performed up to
that time, with the exception of the following interestin« case
which has been brought to my notice through
the kind~~ss of
Dr. J. M Toner, of 'vVashington:
"Baltimore,
January
z zrid,
1782.
A few days ago as a young child of Mr. Vincent
Wyley, near the l'vlll1or chapel, was at play near a young horse,
the beast kicked him with such violence as to fracture his skull
in a deplorable
manner, and what added to the calamity the
bones were beat in and so firmly fixed on the top of the brain as
to render the extraction impracticable
without the operation of
the trepan, which was next day performed by Dr. Hulse, the
eminent English
hospital practitioner,
assisted by Dr, Love,
both of this county, and the child is now in a fair way of
recovery. II
The first medical man of whom there is any special reference
as a surgeon was Dr. Chas. Frederick
Wiesenthall,
who was
surgeon to Col. Wm. Smallwood's
Battalion in 1776.* And in
1789 when the first attempt was male to establish a medical
school here, his son, Andrew Wiesenthall, delivered a course of
lectures o~ Anatomy, and Doctor Lyle Goodwin on the Theory
and Practice of Surgery.']
The site of the first hospital established
in Baltimore was
selected by Capt. Yellott and others, as a temporary retreat for
the strallger~ and seafar ing people during the epidemic of
yellow fever which raged here in 1794.:1: In 17:18 it was purchased by the city, and in 1808 it was leased to Drs. James
Smythe and Colin McKenzie, who conducted
it as a general
II Boston Evelling Post and General Advertiser, February
" \1. Sherry's r J istory of M arylan d, Appendix A, p. 379.
l' Grifj-ith's Annals of Baltimore, p. 126.
i Griffith's Annals of Baltimore, p. 145.

27th, I782.
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hospital.
It afterwards
Insane, and the ground
Hospital.

became the Maryland Hospital for the
is now occupied by the Johns Hopkins

In the autumn of 1796 Dr. John Beale Davidge, a native of
Annapolis, who had been educated in Europe, and graduated at
Glasgow, § settled at Baltimore.t
He was the founder of the
University
of Maryland, in which he occupied for many years
the chairs of anatomy and surgery.
He enjoyed a high reputation as a teacher and surgeon.
He was the first surgeon in this
country who tied the gluteal artery for the cure of aneurism;
his patient
recovered,
although
he lost much blood from
hemorrhage.
In April 1823, Dr. Davidge tied tlie carotid artery for a
fungous growth in the antrum of the left Side of the face; about
five weeks after the operation, the patient was free of complaint
and breathed with ease and comfort, but upon being removed to
his home he was attacked with tetanus and died about six weeks
after the operation. *
In reporting the case, Dr. Davidge remarks: "It may be of
moment that I mention what attentions
were directed to the
tumor subsequently
to the tying of th ; artery.
The tumor was
left to itself, protruded
down through the opening in the bone.
It gradually fell into mortification, and sloughed away so complete~y that no vestige could be discovered;
no part was removed
either by knife, scissors or caustic."
Dr. Davidge
was the
originator of the "American plan of amputation."
In September 1805, Drs. Colin MacKenzie and James SillY the
succeeded in reducing a luxated humerus which had been out
of place more than five months.
Dr. John Syng Dorsey in his
Surgery speaks of this as a tru lx remarkable case, of the success
of which he believed no parallel is to be found in the record . ; of
surgery, and that Doctor MacKenzie had accomplished what no
other surgeon of this or former ages can b iast of lnvin::; per-

\i His

Thesis, written in Latin and first printed in Glasgow
the doctrine that the menstrual How is a true secretion.
t Gross Am. Jour. Med. Sciences, April I876, p. 4~5,
Pattison's Surgical Auat., pp. 4SI-48~,

*

in 1793, maintains
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rormed.*
During the same year Prof James Cocke, of Baltimore, also reduced successfully a dislocated shoulder
of four
months'standing.
Dr. William Gibson was born in Baltimore in T 784, and after
receiving a classical education went abroad.
He took his medical de-gree in Edinburgh, and tbrough the friendship of Sir Charles
Bell, obtained extraordinary
advantages there.
He was the first
surgeon that ever ligated the common iliac artery.'] an operation
. that contributed greatly to his reputation; this he did during the
riots in Baltimore, in 1812, for the arrest of hemorrhage
caused
by a gunshot wound of the abdomen;
two convolutions
of the
intestine were wounded, each opening was closed with a ligature
and returned.
Death Occurred on the fifteenth day, from" ulceration of the artery and peritoneal
inflammation."
He was the
first surgeon in this country to perform the supra-pubic
Ope-ration in lithotomy. II
In

[828

he ligated the subclavian artery in its tbird Surfor hemorrbage
from the axillary artery, which
was woundec in the reduction of the shoulder-joint.!
He also invented an apparatus for the treatment of fractures of
the lower jaw, which held a high place in the esteem of American surgeons, and was far in advance, in point of o:implicity and
efficiency, of those used by European surgeons.§
z ical division,

He performed the Ccesarian operation twice upon the same patient, saving each time the mother and child.
. In the American appendix to
Issued Il1 1842, the editor states
eye were divided by Professor
strabisl1l us, several years before
Dieffenbach, of Berlin.

Cooper's Dictionary of Surgery,
that the straight muscles of the
William Gibson, for the cure of
the operation was performed by

Dr. Gibson occupied the Chair of SUI gery in the University of
Maryland from 1813 to [818, when, upon the death of Professor
*Dorsey'S

Surg., Vol.

tMedical

Recorder,

I,

p.

216.

Vol iii, pp. I8S-193.

II Gross, Am. Jour. Med. Sciences.
[Wyeth, Tran . Am. Med. Ass'n.

April, I876, p. 47I.

(:3Gross, Am. J our. Med. Sciences,

April,

J

876, p. 449.
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Dorsey, his influenLi~ was so great that he secured the Chair of
Surge~T In the University
of Pennsylvania,
which was then
occupied by Dr. Physick, the father of American surgery, who
consented to take the Chair of Anatomy, with an adjunct.
Dr. GIbson occupied the Chair 01 Surgery in the University of
PennsYI~~~la from I818 to 1854. He was the author of a work
entItled,
The Institutes and Practice of Surgery."
He ,:"a~ a cotemporary
of Physick, Warren, Mott and Dudley,
~ames Intimately connected with the rise and progress of surgery
In America.
Dr. Gross> speaks of him' as an a.ccomplished
Writer and an able operator.

lecturer,

a lucid

After the removal of Dr. Gibson to Philadelphia, Dr. Granvi'le
Sharp Pattison, who had then lately arrived from Scotland, was
elected (1820) Professor of Surgery in the University of Maryland.
He was a pupil of Allan Burns of Glasgow, the author of
the great work"
Observations on the Surgical Anatomy
of the
He~d a.nd ~eck."
Of this work Dr. Pattison brought out an
editIOn In this country.
After retiring fro~ the University of Maryland he occupied
successIvely the Chair of Anatomy in the London Univ("rsitv in
the Jefferson Medical College, and in the University of the City
of New York.
Although
he was not a great surg'eon, he was
one of the .ablest teachers of surgical anatomy of the age, and by
hIS enthus,as~
as a lecturer he had the happy faculty of inspiring
his pupils WIth a love for surgery, such as few men ever possessed.j
,In. April, 182I, he made a partial eXCISion of the superior
maxilla for a tumor of the antrum, which he cut away, and chiselled and malleted off much of the bones of the face, and took
out the eye.§
Horatio Gates Jameson, surgeon to the Baltimore Hospital,
was .no d~u.bt one of the ablest surgeons of his day.
In referring
to hiS eXCISIon of the superior maxilla, Dr. Gross says: "Amer"'Griffiths Annals of Baltimore, p. 207.
~Gross, Am. Jour. Meel. Sciences, April
\:iVol. 15 Meel. Recorder, p. 229.

1876, P.437.
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ica may justly claim the honor of having led the way in extirpations of the upper jaw. Small portions, it is true, had been
chipped off in the eighteenth and even in the seventeenth
century;' but the first grand and difficult operation of t he kind of
which we have any knowledge was performed in 1820, by Horatio G. Jameson, of Baltimore, who took away nearly the entire
bone on one side, the roof of the antrum alone being left, as it
was not involved in the disease."
As a preliminary step to the operation the carotid artery was
ligated, both to prevent hemorrhage and to cut off the future supply of blood.
The operation was successful, and the patient recovered.*
In May, 182 I, he ligated the external iliac artery for the cure
of aneurism.
The patient died on the ninth day]
On May t ath. 1823,t he performed tracheotomy
successfully
for the removal of a pebble from the trachea.
This was probably
the first time the operation was done in Mary land.
In 1824 he published an essay on stricture of the urethra and
its treatment by dilatation, with a report of cases.§
He also published an essay on i'The Surgical Anatomy of the
Neck,"11 and another on the" Surgical Anatomy
of the Parts
Concerned in the Operation of Tying the Arteria Innorninata,"
illustrated with transverse sections."
In January, 1827, his prize essay, "Observations
Upon Traumatic Hemorhage, Illustrated by Experiments Upon Living Animals," was published in the Medical Eecorder.
He also wrote
able and exhaustive
articles on lithotomy,
hernia" Fistula in
*This patient had previously applied to some of the most distinguished
surgeons, both 'in Baltimore and Philadelphia,
who had advised aga.inst an operation,
(Med. Recorder
vol. xv, p. 230.)
,rGross, Am Jour. Med. Sciences, April 1876, p. 46I.
I Jameson,
Med. Recorder, vol. iv., pp. 222-230.
[Mcd. Recorder vol. v . p, t r S.
tMed. Recorder, vol. vii, p. 36.
§iMed. Recorder, vol. vii, p. 687.
11M ed. Recorder, vol. x, p. 83.
°Med. Recorder, vol. x , p. 29I.
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Ano," "Stricture
of the Rectum," " Aneurism," "Yellow Fever"
and many other subjects.
In may. 1824,* he amputated
the cervix uteri for scirrhous,
which was the first time that this operation was done in Great
Britain or America.
Professor Osiander, of Gottingen, having
previously operated in 1802, and Lisfrane in 1816. The mariner
in which he prepared himself for this operation shows that he
was a surgeon at least fifty years ahead of the time in which he
lived
He provided himself with forceps which had deep teeth
on the outside of their beaks, and made to stand open by means
of a screw through their handles.
It was intended that the beaks
when closed should be passed into the uterine cavity and then,
on opening them, they would serve to bring down the uterus.
He introduced three tenacula into the vagina, hocking one posteriorly to pull back the perineum and two laterally, he found no
difficulty in bringing the parts affected clearly into view.
The
woman died on the 15th day; the post-mortem
discovered that
the whole of the indurated cervix had been amputated, and that
the fatal termination
was owing to a cancerous
state of the
ovanes.
Dr. Jameson was the first surgeon in Baltimore to attempt the
operation of ovariotorny.j which he did previous to 1824; but
unfortunately,
the patient was so feeble that he had to desist.
A remarkable
feature in the career of this surgeon was a
medico-legal suit! instigated, it appears, by his rivals in surgical
practice, who were determined
to crush him out of existence.
The prosecuting
witnesses against him were some of the most
prominent surgeons of his day.
Their testimony was bitter and
biased by prejudice, and such was the zeal of one of them, that
the judge asked him aloud whether he was employed to plead
the cause.
These principal witnesses in cases they had not seen
were confronted by disinterested _,men, who were at least their
professional
equals, and who said that Dr. Jameson had pervol. vii, Pl'. SS3-SST•
Jan, 1829, p. 214·
Jan. 1829, pp. 209-233.
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formed these operations, not only in their presence, but with
their approbation, and in every case it was said that he acquitted
himself well as an operator.
The case of amputation
of the cervix was one of those for
which he was accused of malpractice.
In his testimony one of
the witnesses said that c. he had examined the woman previously
'by the touch; that he never used the speculum uteri, which was
proved to have been used by Dr. Jameson.
The reason he never
used it W2.S tltat it smacked of something unprofcssiana] ;" and upon
being asked of what it did smack, he replied, "immoral
curiosity!"*
From the time of Jameson's attempted ovariotomy until within
.the past few years, any Baltimore surgeon who performed the
operation did it at the risk of his professional reputation.
During this period of forty years, Peaslee has shown that in
the United States and Great Britain alone, ovariotomy has directly contributed more than 3°,000 years of active life to woman,
all of which would have been lost had ovariotomy never been
performed.
The first ovariotomy
performed
in Baltimore was
in 1848, by Dr. John Murphy, and his patient recovered.
Thrs
operation has been performed
twelve times by Prof. William T.
Howard.f twelve times by Dr. Alan P. Smith, seven times by
Dr. H. f. C. Wilson, with SIX recoveries;
five times by Professor A. F. Erich, with four recovenes;
six times by Professor
Christopher Johnson, two times by Dr. S T. Knight, both successful; one time by Professor J. J. Chisolm, one time by Professor Oscar J. Coskery.
During the present year Battey's operation has been performed
successfully
and for the first time in Baltimore by Dr. Frank
West for the relief of epileptiform convulsions'.
In 182) Professor Richard Wilmot Hall] tied the carotid
artery for the cure of a fungous growth in the antrum, and
*Med. Recorder, Jan., 1829.
first five cases were successful ; then followed five fatal cases, all but one
undertaken
as forlorn hopes; his eleventh case. one of double ovariotomy, recov ered and his twelfth case, operated on last Sunday. is doing well.
:f Pattison's Surg. Anat., P: '185.

+ [he

*Med. Recorder,
tMed. Recorder,
:j:Med. Recorder,

BERNARD
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although
no operation was peformed on the tumor itself, the
disease was removed and the patient cured.
Dr. Hall has been
credited by very high authority, Professor Gross,t with ligating
(I830) the arteria inriorninata, but he did not real1y ligate it, for
instead of passing his ligature around the artery, he transfixed
it as will be seen from the following extract from the notes of
Dr. Caleb Jones, who made the post-mortem,
and which are
incorporated
in Dr. Hal1's report of the case.
Dr. Jones says:
"The ligature, which was left in the wound,
was found to pass through two holes in the arteria innominata;
these openings, which were two or three lines in diameter,
and nearly resembled
each other, were about six or eight
lines apart, and were situated in the anterior or internal part
of the vessel.
They were about midway between the root
and the termination
of the artery, which was of its ordinary
length."]
Dr. Hail translated
from the French and edited
b
C ampaig. ns. "
Baron Larrey's " Memoirs of Military Surgery and
During the period from 18 IO to I840 great attention was
attracted
to the surgery of the blood vessels; this was in a
great measure owing to the unusual amount of ana~omical
investigation
and study in this direction, lead off by Sir John
and Wil1iam Hunter and followed up by John and Sir Charles
Bell, Allan Burns and Sir Astley Cooper, and in this country
by John D. Godman.
.
.
.
In I827, Dr. Nathan R. Smith, who had assisted In laymg
the foundation of the Jefferson Medical School at Philadelphia,
and who was Profesior of Anatomy there, was appointed to the
Chair of Surgery in the University of Maryland, in the place of
Dr. Granville S. Pattison, who resigned.11
In 'I83 r , Dr. Smith edited the Medical and Surgical Memoirs
of his father, Professor Nathan Smith.
In this work he published the first account of his own Lithotomy instrument, which
has become so well known since that time.

i' Gross

Am . .Tonr. Med Sciences. Api'il, r876, p. 442•
Ba1timore Med. and Surg.Journ .. vol. r , p. 125.
II Griffith's Annals of Baltimore, p. 265.

t
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In I 832, he published his work on the "Surgical Anatomy of
the Arteries,"
which went through
several editions and was
favorably received both in this country and abroad.
In r834,§ he reported a case of lithotomy,
in which the
calculus weighed nearly 8 ounces.
This case made the twentythird in ,,~hich he had performed the operation of lithotomy, with
complete success in every instance.
He believed that his success
was in a considerable
degree owing to the mode in which he
executed the operation with his lithotome.
It was also about this time (I835) that he devised his suspensory apparatus for treating fractures of the lower extremity.
In I860, he r:evised his anterior suspensory apparatus, which
is well known both in this country and in Europe.
It was used -»
in both armies during the late war in this country, and also
during the Franco-Prussian
war.
In I 867, he published a work (, On the Treatment of Fractures
of the Lower Extremity.'"
He is said to have operated about
250 times for lithotomy.
In I846, the discovery
of anaesthesia formed a new era in
surg'ical practice; and while it paved the way to the performance
of greater operations, due allowance must be made for the trying
difficulties the surgeon encountered previous to its introduction.
Of Professor Smith's long career as a professor and teacher
of surgery, nothing more need be said here, as it is well known
and fresh in the memory of all present
Besides, nothing can be
added to the masterly address, commemorative
of Nathan Ryno
Smith, M. I)., LL D., delivered before the Alumni Association
of the University of Maryland, March i st, I878, by Professor
S. C. Chew, M. D., and published
in the .Maryiand Mcdz'c{l!
.Iul/rl/a!, April, ,878, and in the Transactions Medical and Chirurgical Faculty of Maryland, r878.
In r873, the first complete extirpationof
the superior maxilla
done in Baltimore, was by Professor Christopher
Johnston, for
sarcoma, two partial incisions, before mentioned, b~inf. done by
Dr. Jameson in t820, and Pattisonin
I82I.
In the Transactions
§ North Amer. Archives of Med. and Surg. Science. Dec., r834.
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Medical and Chirurgical
Faculty 1876, Dr. Johnston reports a
case of exstrophy
of the bladder operated
with success, this
being the first case reported in Mary land.
He has performed tracheotomy'[ for Croup IS times, 3 recovered.
for Foreign Bodies,
9
6
for Emphysema,
for Syphil. Laryng, Stenosis,
"
for Laryngeal Growth,'
tor Diphtheria,
3
for Prep. to Excis. Sup. Max., 1
31

13

Laryngotomy
five time" with success in all. He and Professor J. E. Michael] have both operated successfully for close
amputation
of the penis for epithelioma.
Professor Johnston
has always illustrated his lectures with his own drawings. and
has contributed important papers to surgical literature.
In the Transactions
of Medical and Chirurgical Faculty, 1878,
Dr. Alan P. Smith reports fifty-two successive and successful
cases of lithotomy, forty-six of which were performed with Pro-'
fessor N. R. Smith's lithotome,
One of the cases recorded by
Dr. Smith presented the peculiar deformity of a double penis
and two distinct bladders.
The largest calculus removed ',vas
5 % inches in circumference and weighed nearly seventeen ounces.
The largest calculus ever successful ly extracted
from the
bladder, although
not without breaking
it, weighed
twenty
ounces, and was removed by Dr. A. Dunlap, of Springfield, Ohio.
Professor J. J. Chisolm has removed successfully from the
bladder, by lithotomy, a minnie ball which perforated the abdominal walls and lodged in the bladder.
Professor \N. T. Howard has reported the case of a youth
who fell upon the sharp end of 'a pine sapling, about the size of
a man's wrist, which had been obliquely broken off
The sharp
end entered about I A inches to the left of the anus, severed the

~rMaryland
t

Maryland
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Medi(;al J ournal, vo!. ii, p. 414.
Medical Journal, vol. i, p. 155, and vol , iii, P: 368.
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spincter ani muscle completely, and passed up through the prostate buland into the bladder.
After a long illness he recovered
perfectly.
The most difficult and heroic operation recorded in the annals
of surgery in this or any other country,was performed successfully
by Professor L. McLane Tiffany,* February
2Sth, 1878.
It
was the first successful operation for removal of naso-pharyngeal
polypus
by temporary
depression
of both upper jaws.
The
operation was preceded by tracheotomy.
Chloroform was used
as the an.esthetic, it being his intention to sever the pedicle with the
Paquelin-thermo-cautery.
The chloroform was inhaled through
the tracheotomy
tube.
A sponge with a silk ligature attached
was passed into the larynx to prevent the flow of blood into the
air passages.
The pedicle at the site of its attachment
was ;/z inch in
diameter.
The tumor was pear-shaped
and nearly four inches
long.
In the American Journal Medical Sciences, October, 1877, lie
'records the first two cases of colotomy in this country south of
Philadelphia.
In the same journal, July, 1877, he records five cases of
syphilis of the lung.
These were the first cases reported in
America.
In the Maryland
Medical Journal, August
r yth, [880, he
reported the excision of a tumor of the sciatic nerve together
with 53i inches of the nerve.
In his paper on Litholapaxy
he
records the first cperation in the South.
In 1877, Dr. Tiffany'] devised a new rectotome for division of
strictures at a distance from the anus.
In 1880, he read before the Medical and Chirurgical Faculty
a paper on the" Diagnosis of Malignant Tumors of the Upper
Jaw in Youth," with the relation uf two cases in which he
operated in the following manner through the mouth, so as to
leave no scar, a matter of great importance in the female:
The

* Transactions
t

Transactions

Medical and Chirurgical
Medical and Chirurgical

Faculty of Maryland,
Faculty, 1877, p. 75.

1878, p. 180.

16

SURGEONS OF BALTIMORE

cheek and lip were freely
the infra-orbital foramen,
an angle to the handles;
The line of section was
cavity.

AND

THEIR

ACHIEVEMENTS.

dissected from the bone as far up as
with strong forceps with blades set at
the whole alveoler border was removed.
so directed as not to open the nasal
•

The operation in the third case consisted in the entire removal
of the superior maxilla together with the tumor.
The operation
was preceded by laryngo-tracheotomy.
In all three cases the
patients recovered.
Professor
Oscar J. Coskery has removed by lithotomy
a
phosphatic
calculus weighing three ounces two drachms;
has
exarticulated
at the shoulder joint; has extirpated from the neck
a large fibroenchondroma
weighing three pounds ten ounces.
He has contributed
important
papers on the pathology
of
pycemia, upon" A Successful Case of Fracture of the Spine."
He has devised an extension apparatus for fractures of the
leg, and also a modification of the plaster of Paris splint.
. In 1863, Dr. John R. Uhler published a paper on the chemical
detection of lead and iron bullets in gun-shot wounds.
ThIS
paper has attracted
considerable
attention
abroad, and very
favorable reports have been made in the foreign journals of the
results attained by its use.
Dr. S. T. Knight has devised an apparatus for treating transverse
fractures of the patella, which has been used successfully in
many cases.
An important
contribution
bas been made to gynecological
surgery by Dr. H. P. C. Wilson, who has devised an anti thermic
shield] to be used in connection
with Paquelins'
thermocautery.
By it the shaft of the knife is kept cool, by circulation
of cool wa~er around it during operations, so that it perfectly
protects adjacent parts against the inj urious effects of heat when
operating in any deep cavity.
On November

.J

yd,

1879, Dr. Wilson] performed

the operation

A paper descriptive of its mode of a.ction read before the Medical Society of
Virg in ia, October, r879, and published, ll1 the TransClctions Medical arid Chirur,
g ical Fa cu lty of Maryland, I879, p. I22.
+.Mary:~nd Medical Journal, December. I879, p. I24,Clnd September I, I880, p.
204, also I ra nsa ct ron , Amencan GynecologIcal SOCIety, I880, vol. v.
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of ovariotomy on a woman in the fourth month of pregnancy;
she went to full term and was delivered of a healthy child.
The
diagnosis of pregnancy was made previous to the operati~n.
On May I r th, 1880, he performed laparotomy on a patient for
a twin extra-uterine
and intra-uterine
pregnancy;§
the intrauterine child had been delivered naturally on April r yth.
The
extra-uterine
child was removed alive, and is still living; the
mother died on the fourth day after the operation.
He has removed the coccyx with entire relief to a patient
suffering from coccyodynia.
Professor William T. Howard] has had occasion to perform
laparotomy
three times for the extraction
of the child in the
case of ruptured uterus.
All these occurred in his consultation
practice, and owing to the length of time that elapsed before
the operation was done, the patients all died,
He has written a
very exhaustive
paper on the subject, which will shortly be
published.
Dr. Howard has performed
laparotomy
for the
removal of a large extra-uterine
abdominal tumor.
Dr. James H. Butler has performed laparotomy on a woman
with deformed pelvis, and ruptured uterus; the child died but
the woman recovered.
He also performed the csesarean section,
on a woman, who had a deformed pelvis and. anchylosis of the
hip joint.
The patient died.
Dr. Howard performed the first operation for lacerated cervix
that was done in Baltimore.
Professor
W. T. Howard has devised an improved bivalve
speculum which has come into very general use among those
who do not confine. themselves to Sims.
Professor A. F. Erich has devised a self-retaining Sims speculum which is no doubt the best of all the modifications of that
instrument.
He has also devised a procedure to facilitate the
removal of deep wire sutures in the operation
for ruptured
perineum.
Professor W. T. Howard has reported a rare case of syphilitic
hypertrophy
of the clitoris and nymphae in a mulatto woman,
§ American

I Transactions

Journal of Obstetrics, October, 1880.
American Gynecological
Society, t bSo,
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aged twenty-five.
The tumor covered the whole vulva, extending as far as the anus, and in length measured 5 X inches; in
its greatest circumference
inches.
The tumor was removed
successfully with the ecraseur.
Dr. S. T. Knight has invented the obstetrical forceps,~ which
bear his name.
They have been used with much success in
cases of difficult labor with narrow pelves after failure to deliver
with Hodge's and others.
He has twice removed the os coccyx
for coccyodynia,**
following
the plan of Dr. ]. C. Nott.
The
result in both cases was perfect relief to the patient.
The operation for removal of the coccyx for the relief of coccyodynia has also been done successfully by Drs. H. P. C. Wilson,
Wm. T. Howard (1872) and B. B. Browne.
Dr. Harvey L. Byrd is the author of "A Speedy Method in
Asphyxia.i'j ] He has devised a wire gauze supporter for the
treatment
of fractures of the lower extremiries.j]
He also introduced the" combination operat.on in amputation "§§
Dr. ]. J Chisolm published in 1861 a handbook
of military
surgery, for the use of surgeons in the Confederate army.
This
work was a standard of authority in the South during- the late
war. It ran through several editions and was favorably reviewed,
both at home and abroad.
He has ligated the external illiac near its origin, and has
trephined the sacrum successfully, and has operated for cataract,
by extraction, nearly 1,000 times. He has also published articles
on the following subjects:
"What Ancesthetic Shall we Use?"
"What
Course Shall we Pursue with Eyes Lost by Accident?"
"Neurotomy
a Substitute for Enucleation of an Eyeball."
He has administered chloroform upwards of IO,OOO times without a single serious accident; has given it: to babies a few weeks
old and to a man of ninety-six
years of age, to the weak and

8M

r 880.
~§ Medical

[872.
Practitioner,
January, 1880, p. I l.
Surgical Reporter.
1880, and Independent

ruary,

and Surgical

Reporter,

December

8, [868.
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But enough has been recited to show that Baltimore, which
was the first city to project a successful railroad upon a large
scale; which was the first city to light its streets with gas, and
which was the first city that received a message by electric
telegraph, has also been foremost and led the way in many
important surgical operations and achievements.
As the orator before the Maryland Historical Society yesterday very fitly observed, « Baltimore has for many years been a
celebrated
seat of medical and surgical education, and that
learned profession has contributed
its full share to give it a
prominent standing and repute in the eyes of our countrymen
and foreigners."
More than fifty years ago Sydney Smith, alluding to the slow
progress of intellectual development in the first half of our national
existence, said: «'The Americans are a brave, industrious and
acute people, but they have hitherto made no approaches
to
the heroic, either in their morality or in their character.
During
the thirty or forty years of their independence they have done
absolutely nothing for the'sciences,
for the arts or for literature.
I n the four quarters of the globe, who reads an American book?
or goes to an American play? or looks upon an American
picture or statue?
What does the world yet owe to American
physicians
or surgeons?
What new substances
have their
chemists discovered, or what old one have they analyzed ?"
There was no doubt a great deal of truth in his remarks at
that time. Now, however, we can read his biting criticism ~ith
equanimity.
If the first half of our national existence did not yield much
to science and art, it produced all that could have been justly expected of it; and the last half has produced books, manufactures,
discoveries in the arts, and sciences of every kind that have gone
over the four quarters of the globe.
We can now fairly ask, who
does not read an American book? and can point with honest
pride to the services which American
physicians
and surgeons
have rendered to the world.
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