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" T is now many Years fince
1 firt had the Honour to dif-
courfe with you concerning the
A 2 Sl'
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DEDICATION.

Situation and Structure of the Pe-
ritoneum ;, neither of which have,
in my Judgment, been hitherto
rightly defcribed. When Ibegan
my Inquirys about thisimportant
Membrane, I had the Aitiology
of {everal Difeafes principally in
view ; among which were Prop-
{ys, Hernia’s, and fome other

accidents peculiar to Women.
Concerning the true Method of
treating thefirft-of thefe Diftem-
pers, Dropfys, I am certain you
have made many judiciousand va-
luable Obfervations founded on a
nice Examination of the difeafed
parts after Death, with which
whenever your Leifure can per-
mit
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mit you to favour us, Phyfick
mut thereby receive as much
benefit, as Surgery has for many
Years paft from your having
invented the Method of drawing
off the whole quantity of Water
at once in an A4fcites, by which,
Zapping grown almoit into difule,

~ is now revived not only amongft

us, but alfo abroad ; and the Ope-
ration of the Paracentefis, is of-
ten found to be attended with

Succefs, and never with any 1l
Coniequences.

Upon the revival of the high
Operation for the Stone, by my
Brother the Surgeon, I likewife
undertook to confider the Peri-

toneum,
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toneuwm, with relation to the
different Methods of Lithotomy,
tor the {afe Performance of which,
the Knowledge of this Mem-
brane is of the utmoft Im-
portance. I have now a great
Number of Obf{ervations on all
thele Subjecis ; but before I com-
municate any of them to the Pub-
lick, Ithink it neceflary to pre-
mife, as the main Bafis and Foun-
dation on whiCh they ftand, an
exact Anatomical Defcription of
the Peritoneum 10 a natural State,
This, Sir, is what I now take
the Liberty to offer you: And
after the advantagious Judgment
which the late Learned Dr.

3 FEriend,



DEDICATIO N.

Friend, in a Difcourfe written to
you, has given of my Prepara-
tions, which he had feveral times
examined with great Care and
Satisfaction ; I thall reckon all the
Pains I have beenat to improve
this part of Anatomy, fully re-
warded, if I can be fo happy
as to have your Approbation
joind to his. I am with the
greate(t Relpedt,

31T R,

g 24, vpo, B 04 Moft Obliged
Great Piazza,

Covent-Garden.

Humble Servane,

James Douvgras.
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DESCRIPTION

PERITONAUM

HE common Divifion of the Abdo- museration
minal Parts into Containing and Con- ;7; o a{ft’:“;}

tained, may juftly enough be re- ke Abdo-
tained. Among the Containing Parts may
be reckoned the common Integuments, the
oblique Mufcles, the Cartilago Enfiformis,
falfe Ribs, -and -Offa Lium & Ifchii : but I
chufe .to confine that Appellation, in ‘this
‘place, ‘tofuch Parts only as immediately form
the Cavity ‘of the Abdomen; and thefe are
either Mufcles or Bones. The Mufcles are the
Diaphragm, Mufeuli Tranfverfales, lower
B part
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part of the Mufculi Reéti which are not
covered by the Tendons of thofe laft named,
Mufeuli Hiaco-Pfoai (as T term thefe two
which have hitherto been defcribed as double
that Number, by the Names of Pfsai and
Tliaci Interni) and laftly the Levator Ani.
The Bones are the Pertebre Lumborum, Os
Sacrum, and Offa Pubis

T we Contained Parts are the Peritoneum
furrounded by its Veficular Subftance, and
thofe which either lie within the Cavity of
that Membrane, in the Senfe afterwards to be
explained, or are fituated without it, that is
between it and the containing Parts ; ~being
all involved in the Veficular Subftance already
mentioned. 'The principal Parts within the
Peritoneum, are the Omentum, Hepar, Vefi-
cula Fellis, Ventriculus, Inteftina, Lien, Pan-
creas, Vafa Umbilicalia, and Glands, efpe-
cially. the Glandule Mefenterice. The Parts
without the Peritoneun: being much more
numerous, it will not be improper to divide
them into the fix following Claffes: the
Chyliferous Duds, Glands, Blood Vefiels,
Urinary Parts, Parts of Generation and
Nerves. To the firft belong the Recepracu~

lum
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tum Chyliy and lower portion of the Duéfus
Thoracicus. To the {econd, the Glandule
Lumbares, Iliace and others of the Lym-
phatick kind, together with the 7a/z Lym-
phatica belonging to them. The Blood Vef~
{els, which make the third Clafs, are the
Aortay, Vena Cavay, Vafa Emulgentia, Vafa
Spermatica, Rami Iliaci, and the Vena Az
gos. The Urinary Parts are the Renes, Glandule
Renales, Ureteres and Vefica Urinaria. The
Parts of Generation here concerned, are the
Glandula Proftata, Veficule Seminales, and
Vafa Deferentia. In fine, among the Nerves
may be reckoned the Par Pagum, Intercofta-
les, Spinales, and their Ramifications.

I mave now a very confiderable Number
of Obfervations concerning all the Parts here
mentioned, taken from Diffe&tion ; but at
this time, I propofe only to explain what I
have remarked about the Peritonzwm and
Veficular Subftance, together with a few ge-
neral Hints concerning the Situation of the
reft, which, to me, appeared neceflary for
the Illuftration of thofe two which I princi-
pally treat of.

B2 AN
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Anatomical 7\ exact Knowledge of the Peritoneum or
tion ofﬂ s+ invefting Membrane of the Abdomen, is high-
LR ly neceflary in the Pra&ice both of Phyfick and
Surgery ; and the greateft Part of the Miftakes

which Authors have fallen into in defcribing

it, feem, to me, to have proceeded from

wrong or imperfect Methods of bringing it in-

to view. I therefore contrived a new Anato-

mical Adminiftration thereof, which muft

here be explained previoufly to any Part of

" my Defcription. This in general confifts i
taking the Peritoneum out of the Body in-

tire; all the Zfcera that lie within ity ftill re-
maining in its Cavity : and it is in the firftplace

to be obferved concerning the Manner of its
adhefion to the containing Parts of the Abdo-

men, that this is every where by the Inter-
vention of the abovementioned veficular or
cellulous and dilatable Subftance, the Na-

ture of which I fhall afterwards particularly
explain ; and in proportion to the different
Quantities of this Subftance which lie be-

tween the external Surface of the Perito-

neum, and the Mulcles and Bones, it 1is
feparable from them with more or lefs eafe:

but I have frequently experienced that when

’ ) due
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due Care is taken, this may be done in all its
Parts. |

My Method has hitherto always been to
begin on the forefide of the .4bdomen, where
a Longitudinal Incifion being made through
the common Integuments and Mufcles, from
a little above the Cartilago Enfiformis to the
Umbilicus ; 1 divide them obliquely from
thence downwards all the way to the middle
or lower part of the fuguina on each fide ;
{fo that this triangular Portion; in the fupe-
rior Angle of which the Umbilicus is left,
may conveniently be turned down to cover
the Pudenda in both Sexes: in which refped,
I think this way of opening the Abdomen
much preferable, in moft cafes, tothe common
one;

THis being done, we find the Peritoneun:
clofely conneéed to the Tendon of the 77ax/-
wverfalis, {carce any Veficular Subftance being
perceivable by the naked Eye between them ;
and therefore a great deal of Nicety and Pa-
tience is required in dividing this Tendon
from the Peritoneum, all the way to the flethy
Bellys on each fide. I next go on to the
lower part of this forefide, where the Mu/~

culi



(6) .
culi Reéti come between the Tendon of the
Tranfverfalis and Peritoneum 5 and here the
Separation is eafily made, becaufe the Quan-
tity of Cellular Subftance increafes confidera-
bly all the way down to the Os Pubis. 'The
Lateral Parts of this Membrane were next
divided from the flethy Bellys of the Zrazn/-
verfalis, to which it adheres much clofer than
to the Reft4, yet not fo much as to caufe any
confiderable difficulty in the Separation, there
being a fufficient Stock of Cellulous Sub-
ftance to admit the Knife, when managed to
Advantage. What has been faid about the
Tranfverfe Mufcle, may likewife be applyed
to the Body or thin part of the Diaphragm,
to which I afterwards proceeded ; for the
Peritoneum adheres in the fame manner to
the Centrum WNerveum and flethy Circum-
ference of that curious Mufcle, as to the
tendinous and flethy Portions of the former ;
and the fame Precautions are to be ufed in
dividing it. From the body of the Dia-

hragm I continued the Divifion down the
whole backfide of the Peritonzum, which
is done with the greateft Eafe, there being
a large Quantity of Veficular Subftance be-

: tween
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€ween it and the furrounding Parts, the
chief of which are the Appendices Mufculofie
Diaphragmatis, the pofteriour Parts of the
Tranfverfalis, the 1liaco-Ploai Mufcles, and
the Vertebre of the Loins: and the only
thing I would here advife to be obferved, is
to divide this Cellular Subftance clofe to thefe
Parts, in order afterwards to examine its
Structure more particularly. Having carryed
this Separation as low down as the Pelvss, I
continued, with almoft the fame eafe, to di-
vide the large Quantities of Cellular Sub-
ftance found here, from the remaining Parts
of the I/iaco-Pfoai Mulcles, from the Os Sz-
crum, Offa Pubis, and Levator Ani ; there
being no other difficulty to be met with
but what arifes from the want of Room to
apply the Knife, and the Danger of cutting
or tearing fome loofe thin Portions of the laft
named curious Muicle.

Tur Figure of the Peritoneum, while in Fiwe of the
the Body, exactly anfwers to that of the _44- Eff}f;m;;}
domen and upper wide part of the Pe/vis 5 and Bt
as itis a very pliable Membrane, it accommo-
dates itfelf to all the changes of Figure in the
containing Parts : but being in the manner

Juft
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juft now related, taken out of the Body and
laid on a Plain, it appeared pretty much of
the Figure of a large Pear flattened on two
oppofite fides. The middle of its upper
Edge was depreﬁ'ed and, as it were, pulled
inwards by its adhefions to the Liver. The
lateral Edges from thence downward to where
the Spermatick Veflels leave it, were pretty
regularly Oval, and from thence it contracted
towards an Angle, to which the lower part
of the Inteftinum Reftum, Bladder, and
{ometimes ‘the narrow membranous Part of
the Urethra, and ‘Levator Ani, 'being left
fticking as appendages, gave me a very cu-
rious and inftructive View of the fituation of
all thefe Parts with refpe@ to one another.
General Hi- 1 mav e salready .often had occafion to
(try of the = 1
Vehcalar .mention that veficular or cellulous Subftance;
LT by .the ‘Intervention of which, the Perizonce-
‘um 1s conneced to the neighbouring Parts
-and as in taking that membranous Bag out of
.the Body, I 'defignedly left the moft confi-
derable Parts of this Subftance adhering to its
outer Surface, the Nature thereof ‘muft next
be inquired into. It is a Portion of that
Congerics of membranous ‘Cells continued
over
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over the whole Body, and which by the lateft

Obfervations that have been made about it,
appear to communicate with one another ;
being the Receptacles of Fat, and {erving as
a Bond of Union between the fmaller as well
as the larger Parts of the Body, without con-
fining them fo clofely to one another, asto
obftru& themin their refpective Offices. The
Nature, Ufes, and Univeriality of this Sub-
ftance or Membrane, as it may be termed
with the Limitations already mentioned,
have been but very lately underftoed ; and
the Miftakes of Anatomifts about it, feem to
have been as univerfal as the Membrane it
{elf, till Malpighi did, in part, remove them,
to whofe Difcoverys, {fucceeding Authors have
made fome confiderable Additions, as will
appear by the following thort Detail, which,
I hope, will not be difagreable to the
Reader.

M.rricur having obferved, that in the
Omentum the Fat is contained in membranous
Sacculi or Cells, adds, that the fame Provi-
fion is made for its reception all over the
Body; that the Saccu/i which contain it are
of different Figures, all communicating with

C one
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one another, and f{cemingly adhering to 2
ftronger Membrane as to a Bafis, which be-
ing torn off, they appear like a Honeycomb.
In emaciated Bodies, continues he, inftead of
Fat, we meet in many places with no more
than a complication of Pellicule; but he
could never difcover how far the Subdivifions
went in thefe Cells, nor confequently the dif-
ferent Figures and Capacitys of each of them
taken fingly. But he pofitively affirms, that
this adipofe Membrane is continued over the
whole Body, even into the Subftance and
Cavitys of ‘the" Bones ; what is found of it
in any one place being continuous with the
whole. From this Account, it is plain that
Malpighi was acquainted not only with the
true Structure of this Membrane, but alfo with
its Continuity over the whole Body. He has
not however, particularly mentioned fome
Membranes as parts of it, which had, before his
time, been falfely reckoned diftinét ; we muit
thercfore next examine what has been faid on
that Subje&, and al{fo concerning fome other
Portions of it with which Malpighi feems not
to have been acquainted. It has, for Inftance,
been the Opinion of the beft Anatomifts

{ince
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fince Malpighi, that what was anciently termed
the Membrana Carnofa, and Membrana Muf-
culorum communis, as far as they are found in
the human Body, are not different from his
Membrana Adipefa ; and Mr. Cowper tells us,
that Butchers diftend the Cells of this Mem-
brane in blowing up their Meat. He fays
likewife, that the proper Membrane of the
Mufcles, which covers not only each Muicle
in particular, but each Fafciculus of its flefhy
Fibres, is frequently complicated with their
common Membrane, to which Dr. Pemberton
adds, that the Fat found in the Interftices of
Mufcles is contained in their proper Mem-
brane: fo that taking all thefe Obfervations
together, we thall find Malpighi's Membrana
Adipofa extended to ’alPﬂrMembfénes of the
Mufcles and mufcular Fibres.

W e meet with f{everal material Obferva-
tions upon this Subje& in the numerous and
ufeful Works of Dr. Ruyfch, among which,
this may be reckoned the firft, “that as this
Membrane may, by a proper Adminiftration,
be fhown through the whole Body, even
where no Fat is ever to be found, as in the
Penis and other Parts; it is more properly

C 2 termed
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termed Cellulofa than Adipofa. He found it
likewife between the two Membranes of the
Mefentery, under the outer Coat of the In-
teftines and other Zifcera, and declares it to
be every where of the fame Nature. But
what is ftll more particular, this Author
feems long ago to have known that the Mem-
brana Cellulofa, which every where {urrounds
the Peritoneums, is no more than a veficular
Subftance of the fame Nature with the former;
for he exprefily denys the Duplicature of the
Peritoneum in the common acceptation of
that Term, and obferves, that the Kidneys
are intirely furrounded by a Membrana Cel-
lulofa; as alfo, that the Spermatick Vefiels
are falfely faid to be contiguous to the internal
Surface of any Part of the Peritonzum ; the
Coats thercof being diftin& from that Mem-
brane. In another Place he tells us, that the
Pleura, the Membrana Cellulofa on its outer
Surface, and the Perigffeun of the Ribs
without that, are the only Membranes to be
found on the infide of the Thorax, and there-
fore he muft have confidered the Plexra as a
{ingle Membrane.

Tezs
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T ure Obfervations that I have hitherto fet
down from Authors concerning this Veficular
Subflance or Cellular Membrane, have been
lately elegantly fummed up by the Learned Pro-
feffor Boerbaave, who may, for this Realon,
juftly be faid to have known moreabout it than
any one Writer before him. TheSeat of theVe-
nereal Diftemper, fays he, I have always found
to be in that oily Fluid of the Human Body,
which in a State of Health is contained in that
Part which the Ancients termed Panniculus
Adipofius, and the Moderns, Membrana Cel-
lulofa. 'The Structure of this Membrane 1s
held to be Vafcular, and it is difpofed in an
infinite number of very fmall Cells, commu-
nicating with one another, and dilatable to a
great degree by a very{mall Force. In ema-
ciated Bodies no Veftige of thefe Cells is to
be feen; in an Emphyfema they are {welled
by Air, and ina Leucophlegmatia, by Water.
This Cellular Membrane involves all. the
moveable Parts of the Body, and therefore is
found under the whole Skin, above all the
Mufcles, both which are for that Reafon,
moveable upon one another. Ia Mulfcles de-

fioned for the greatclt and moft frequent
| Action,
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A&ion, this Membrane is thickeft and moft
plentifully ftored with Fat, as may be feen on
the Breaft, Abdsmen, Back, Loins, Clunes,
Thighs, Legs, Shoulders, Arms, Temples,
and Neck ; but where the Mulicles are fmall,
and have little A&ion, this Membrane has fo
little Fat, that all Authors there deny it the
Name of Membrana Adipofa ; but Ruyfch
juftly terms it Cellulofa. Thus it is faid,
tho’ falfely, not to be found in the Head,
Eyelids, Face and Scrotum, where its Quan-
tity, indeed, is as much lefs than on the
Clunes, as the G/utei are larger than the Ele-
vator Palpebre fuperioris, or Corrugator Fron-
tis.  As this Membrane, by being interpofed
between the Skin and Mufcles keeps them
both moveable, fo Portions thereof are de-
tached quite round each fingle Mufcle, the
leaft as well as the greateft, fo that no Mufcle
touches another immediately, but they are as
really feparated as the Skinis from them all,
and by this Contrivance each of them is pre-
ferved moveable, on all the reft which it lics
near. It likewife involvesthe Tendons, and
lines thofe #a¢ine within which they move.
From the Mufcles and Tendons it is carryed

fo
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to the Periofteum, over both fides of which it
is expanded, and it involves the Ligaments of
the Joynts. It likewife reaches to all the 777/~
cera, being fpread over the Meninges of the
Brain, the Pleura and Peritoneum. Further,
that Portion of this Membrane which in-
volves each Mufcle infinuates it felf likewife
between the feveral larger Fafciculi of which
that Mufcle is compofed, and even between
the feveral Fibres that belong to each Fafcicu-
Jus; fo that even the moft fimple Fibre is
moveable by it {felf upon the other Fibres re-
maining atreft. From hence the Univerfality,
and vaft Ufes of this Membrane may beunder-
ftood, and efpecially how by means thereof, the
moft remote Parts of the Body communicate
with one another ; for we have traced it from
the Skin to the Perioffenm, along with the
Veflels of which it likewife penctrates theSub-
flance of the Bones, and reaches to the Me-
dullary Cavitys. 1 could demonttrate all I
have {aid about this Subftance by invincible
Arguments drawn from Obfervation and Ex-
perience, which will likewife prove of how
great Confequence it is in many Difeafes,

that the Nature of it be rightly conceived.
I One
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One Remark, among many, I cannot omit
If by a Subcutaneous Suppuration this Mem-
brane be quite confumed in any part of the
Body, the Skin, as has been often feen, re-
maining intire, together with the Mufcular
Fleth then immediately under it ; they after-
wards grow together, in fuch a manner as
that neither the Skin nor Mufcle can move
alone, but always together, which is a ver
great Inconveniency to both: The fame thing
I have obferved in Tendons, where the muci-
laginous or cellulous #agine have been totally
confumed.

M. 771xsrow has repeated feveral of thefe
Obfervations which we have heard from Boes-
haave, and has withal applied them more
particularly to the cellular Membrane of the
Peritoneum with which we are here princi-
pally concerned. Authors, he fays, univer-
fally talk of a pretended Duplicature of the
Peritoneum, of which 1 demonftrated the
groundlefnefs above ten Years ago, both in
the Royal Garden and Phyfick Schools, and
at my own private Courfes. What is com-
monly called the Internal Lamina of the Pe-
vitoneun, immediately contiguous to the

Cavity
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Cavity of the Abdomen and Fifcera contained
init, deferves alone the Name of Peritonzum,
the external Lamina being no more than a
cellulous filamentary Body of different thick-
nefs and folidity in its different Parts, and
ferving to conne& the outer Surface of that
Membrane to the neighbouring Mufcles and
Bones, {fo that it is between thefe Parts and
the Peritoneum what a Wadding is between
a Coat and its Lining. It involves all that
lies between the true Peritoneum and Muicles
and Bones, and in many places Fat is con-
tained in its Cells. In endeavouring to fepa-
rate the Peritoneum from thefe Parts, the
Cells of this Subftance being drawn out and
lengthened, put on the appearance of an uni-
form Membrane, and thereby deceive the
Unwary. The Pagine of the Spermatick
Veflels, and of the round Ligaments, are Por-
tions of this Subftance ; and one of the fame
nature is found in the Duplicature of the
Mefentery ; as is alfo that which infinuating
it {elf between the flefhy Fibres of the Mufcles,
forms what is called their proper Membrane,
and likewife that univerfal Integument term-

ed Membrana Adipe/a. 'The Extent of this
D Cel-



(28 )

Cellular Subftance, is fufficiently demonftrat
ted from the general Emphyfema, Droplys by
Infiltration, and the Praé&ice of Butchers
in blowing up their Meat. Since the time
“which I mentioned above, I have applyed the
{fame Idea to the two Laminz of the Pleura,
and it is very probable that the Cellular Por-
tion belonging to that Membrane communi-
cates with that of the Perizoneum. All the
Obfervations which our Author here gives us
as his own, might have been gathered from
the Anatomifts already mentioned ; but what
he fays about the probability of the Commu-
nication between the Veficular Membranes of
the Pleura and Peritonzum, fthows that he
does not conceive this Subftance altogether in
the fame manner with them.

Somr farther ‘Light concerning what
M. Winflow calls his own Obfervations, may
be got from the following Paffage of M. Ga-
rengeot, ~This Cellular Subftance, or Merm-
brana Adipofa, fays that Author, is made
up of membranous Folliculi, parted by in-
termediate Sepza of the fame nature; and
which altogether form a' great Number of
Cells more or lefs filled with Fat, in pro-

portion
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portion to the Blood-Veflels that belong to
them ; and inftead of being reckon’d an
external Lamina of the Peritoneiun, it ought
rather to be looked upon as the Means made
ufe of by Nature, for the Secretion of Fat,
and for lodging it ‘near fuch Fifcera as moft
require 1t ; and alfo for furrounding the
great Blood-Veflels, efpecially in fuch places
where they have the greateft Motion. I was
extremely pleafed to {ee my own Obfervations
on this Matter confirmed by the Authority of
M. Winflow in his Lectures: at the Phyfick~
Schools, with this difference, that he did not
confine this Subftance to fome parts only of
the external Surface of the Peritoneum, as I
have done. ‘This Joy was however but of
very fhort duration, for I afterwards heard
him at the Royal Garden advance, that the
Peritoneum is compofed of two Lamine with
4 Cellular Subftance between them. The
only Reafon I can give for this fudden change
of Opinion, is that he was unwilling to con-
tradi& M. Du Verney.

Berore we conclude this Subjed, it may
be proper to take notice of the chief Miftakes
that have been corre@ted by the Difcoveries

D .3 made
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made by Malpighi and others, coneerning
this Veficular Membrane, A natomiflts before
him generally talked of a Membrana Adi-
P9/ as an univerfal Integument of the Body,
which they thought to confift only of Clufters
of Fat flicking to the Skin and Paumsculus
carnofus, without being included in Cells 3
and indeed the Manner in which they con-
ceived this Fat to be formed, made fuch Re-
ceptacles altogether unneceflfary. Tho’ they
defcribe this as an univerfal Covering, yet they
were all of Opinion that fome Parts of the
Body are without it, thofe, to wit, on which
no Fat had ever been obferved. Next under
this Membrane, they placed a Panniculus cor-
znofus intirely diftin& from it, and in {fome
places intermixed with flethy Fibres, which
{fome among them defcribe as Subcutaneous
Mufcles: And hence fome Difputes have ari-
{en about the Name of this Membrane. Un-
der it, were the Membranes of the Mufcles
common and proper diftin& from one ano-
ther. And in the fame manner, all that they
knew ' concerning the Continuations of the
true Cellular Subftance in the internal Parts

of the Body, they looked upon as {o many
parf
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particular Membranes of different Subftances
and Kinds ; and of thefe an external Lamina
of the Peritoneum was one, as we {hall after~

wards hear.
In giving the Anatomical Adminiftration Deferiprior

a . o pe Ve fici~
of the Peritoneum, 1 have fufficiently afcer- ju subfiance
tained the different Quantities of Veficular ¥ *e Per-

X toneum,azd
Subftance found on the anteriour, lateral, and sitwation of

{uperiour- Parts of that Membrane. The far ifi,‘}ffjiij,-’i;
greateft {hare of it is found on the pofte- "™
riour and lower Sides, where it is, In many
places, plentifully ftored with Fat; and there
likewife it furrounds and involves a great ma-
ny confiderable parts contained in the 4bdo-
men, either in loofe diftinct Capfule or Folds,
by which they are feparated not only from.
the external Surface of the Peritoneum on
one Side, but alfo from the Mufcles and Bones
on the other, and each of them from all the
other Parts which are involved in the fame
manner with themfclves.  We have already
fet down a particular Lift of thofe Parts that.
lie without the Peritoneumn involved by the
Veficular Subftance ; and in the few Remarks,
which we judge it neceffary to make con-
cerning their Situation in both thefe refpects,
we fhall obferve the Order of that Lift.

TaE
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H\'twu . Tui Recepracilum Chyli is an oblong Ca-
vity, formed by a thin pellucid Membrane
Giuated on the left fide of the third and fourth
Toumbar ¥ ertebre, clofe to the Trunk of the
Abrta, which even lies upon fome part of it.
About the middle of the forementioned third
Vertebre, it contradts into a narrow Canal,
known by the Name of the Thoracick Duél,
which afcending from thence in a Courfe ob-
liquely to the right hand, gets immediately
under the Trunk of the Aorsa, that is be-
tween it and the Bodies of the Fertebree,
and emerges again on the other fide at the
Asticulation of the third Pertebra with the
fecond. From thence it runsup in a wind-
ing courfe, between the Auria and right
mufcular Appendix of the Diaphragm, and
(oon leaves the Abdomen to enter the Zhorax.
Té{;ﬂggxg&t;cdk THE Situati911 of the Lumbar, Iliack, and
Velels,  other Lymphatlck Glands, and the Courfe of
the numerous Veffels of the {fame kind, re-
quire a more particular Defcription to make
them intelligible, than we can poflibly enter
upon in this place.
%gf’d-VCf' Tug Awrta comes down from behind the
Diaphragm through the curious Fiffure in
that
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that Muftle, on the body of the firlt Vertebra
of the Loins, a little to the left of its Middle,
and from thence runs down to the beginning
of the fifth Zertebra, inclining a {mall matter
to the right in its Courle. The Vena Cava
having pafled through a large Gircular Fora-
men in the Diaphragm, a confiderable way
to the right of the Abrta, there perforates
the Peritoneum likewife, and having run
down within its Cavity the Space of an Inch,
it afterwards emerges again through another
oblique Hole, and when the backfide of the
Peritoneeun is turned to view, that part of it
which lies without the Veflel, appears like a
tranfverfe thin Ligament ; and for a fmall
fpace below the loweft Perforation, the Peri-
tonenm adheres fo clofely both to ‘the Vena
Cava, and Liver, as to be hardly feparable
from either without tearing. From thence
downward, this Trunk lies on the right fide
of the Lumbar Vertebrae, obferving the fame
gently inclined Courfe with the Arra, to
which it becomes contiguous at the fifth
Vertebra, that is, juft before the Divifion of
both into the Iliack Branches. The Zu/a

- Emulgentia go off from the great Trunks
I near
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near the Articulation of the firt and fecond
Vertebra Lumborums - Their Courfe on both
fides is obliquely downwards, but moft {o
on the right fide. Both Asterys lic between
the Vertebre and the Veins, and likewife
arife a {mall matter higher up. «The Sper-
matick Arterys arife from the forefide: of thc
Aorta a little below the Emuldgents : the right
Spermatlck Vein opens into the Cava, the left
into the Emuulgent on that {ide. From thence
the Courle ot both is obliquely .downward
and outward, and they pafs firlt over the
Upreters, then over the external l/iacks, and
fo under the lower Edges of the Tranfverfalis
and Obliguus Internus, through the Fiffures
of the Qbliguus Externus; a Production of
the veficular Membrane involving and ac-
companying them out of the Abdomen, which
I term Zunica V. afjrum Sper/ﬂatzcorum p; 0-
pria. Before they ‘reach the Zranfverfalis,
they run tor fome Space pretty clofe to the ex-
ternal Siurface of the Peritoneum ; and when
that Membrane is viewed on the Infide, a fort
of Striéture or Depreflion may be obferved, as
if it were there tack’d down to the Veflels.
“This Appearance, however, is owing to a {ort

of



(25)
of tendinous femioval Frenus in the Veficu-
lar Membrane, clofe to the Vefiels, the ufe
of which is, probably, to prevent in {ome
meafure the Danger of Hernia's. The Aorta
and Zena Cava having reached as low down
as the fifth Pertebra Lumborum, there divide
into two large Branches called IZiacks ; the
Courfe of which is obliquely downward and
outward on the long or {fuperiourHeads of the
Iliaco-Pfoai, the Arterys lying partly upon,
but moftly without the Veins. About an Inch
or more below this firft Divifion, each of thefe
Branches is again parted into two others call’'d
Tiaci Interni & Externi. The Internal
changing the obliquity of their Courfe, go
down into the Pelvis, where they are di-
ftributed to the Bladder, &%. but the Exter-
nal continue to run upon the Iiaco-Pfoai till
juft before they leave the Abdomen and be-
come the Crurales. The lower beginnings of
the Vena Azygos may be traced from near the
Kidneys or Glandule Renales, and after-
wards uniting into one Trunk, with fome
other Branches that bring back the Blood car-
ryed to the Liver by the Hepatick Artery,

it afcends into the Zhorax through an Arch of
E the
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the Diaphragm on the right {ide of the firft
Vertebra Lumborum.

A rr thefe Blood-Veflels, even to their
{malleft Branches, are inclofed in feparate and
diftiné Folds of the Veficular Membrane,
upon which the 7afa Vaforum are carryed to
and from the greater Trunks: and tho’ in
dry Preparations, thefe {feem to run immedi-
ately on the Trunks themfelves, the Veficular
Subftance being then fhrunk beyond the Li-
mits of our Senfes, yet in frefh Subjects they
may be plainly feen to be intirely furrounded
by it. The generality of Anatomifts have
looked upon this Subftance as an external
membranous Coat of the Arterys, but with-
out any Foundation: an Artery being in
reality no more than a hollow Mufcle con-
fifting of {everal Series of contraile Fibres
which lie in different Dire&ions ; the outer-
moft being Circular or Spiral, the innermoft
Longitudinal.  All thefe make properly but
one Coat, and their being involved by a
Subftance of a Struure quite different from
their own, and common to them with all
the other Parts of the Body, can never be a
Reafon why that Subftance fhould be reckon’d

I 2!
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a Part of them. And hence it appears, to
mention it by the bye, to how little purpofe
Authors have difputed about the Nature and
Kinds of Ameuryfms, or Tumours formed by
Arterial Blood ; for the Coats of the Arterys
being reduced to one, it follows that an Areu-
#y/m cannot poflibly be of more than two
kinds, which have gone bythe Names of Falfe
and True. A Falfe Aneury/m is that which
proceeds from an external Caufe, as Wounds,
Punéturesin Blood-letting, &’c. in which the Tu-
mour is formed by extravafated Blood lodged
and accumulated in the Interftices of the Muf~
cles immediately under the Skin, or whereever
elfeitfinds orforms a proper Receptacle, which
will always be in the Veficular Membrane,
that Subftance ferving as the Groundwork for
the Cyffis wherein the evafated Fluid is after-
wards found to be lodged. True Aneuryfins,
or thofe from an internal Caufe, begin always
by a Dilatation of the whole Subftance of the
Artery 5 and more fuch Tumours have been
met with in the Arch or Curvature of the
Aprta, than in all the other Parts of the Body
taken together. As the Aneury{mal Bag comes
to increafe, and the ftagnating Blood to con~

E 2 tract



( 28)
tract an Acrimony, or whatever elfe is the
Principle of Corrofion, the inner Lamine of
the Mufcle may, by degrees, be wafted and
confumed thereby, and afterwards the other
Strata likewife, by a continuance of the fame
Caufes, upon which a mortal Extravafation of
Blood moft commonly happens; but ftill this
Corrofion or Rupture is the Confequence, not
the Caufe of the Aneuryfm. That Tumour
was formed before the Corrofion could hap-
pen, and was formed by a Dilatation only.
Urinary T ue Kidneys are fituated nearly, tho’ not
P altogetheraccording to theLength of the Body,
their upper Extremities converging 2 little.
The left Kidney reaches as high as the Eleventh
Rib, the right only to the Twelfth; and there
they lie upon the Diaphragm, as their lower
Extremitys do on that part of the Zranfver-
Jalis that covers the Mufculus Lumborum ua-
dratus. The Veficular Subftance by which
they are involved, is in the Form of a pretty
thick loofe Capfula replenifh’d in many places
with Fat, and which may be eafily parted in-
to {everal Lamelle, fome of which furround
the Kidneys only, others are common both to
them and to the Glandule Renales. Thele
Glands
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Glands lie on the upper Extremitys of the
Kidneys toward the inner fide, clofe to the
Appendices Diaphragmatis Mufculo/ee 5 but
they are feparated from both by Folds of the
Veficular Membrane, which between them
and the Kidneys is of a confiderable thick-
nefs. The Ureters go out from the Kidneys
below the Pene Emulgentes, and having in a
ently inclined courfe on the fuperiour Heads
of the Iliaco-Pfoai, reached half way to the
Pclvis, they crofs under or behind the Sper-
matick Veflels, then over the lliacks at the
Entry of the Pelvis, and laftly over the Vafa
Deferentia about an Inch or lefs, before they
arrive at the Bladder. The Bladder lies in an
horizontal Situation in the lower Part of the
Pelvis, its whole upper fide being covered
by the Peritoneun, a fmall Portion of Vefi-
cular Subftance only intervening ; but the
anteriour, lateral and pofteriour Parts of it,
have a very large fhare of that Membrane by
which it is feparated from the Offa Pubis,
M. feulus Levator Ani, and the Inteftinum
Reétum.
Tus Proftatz Gland furroundsthe beginning Parts of Ge-
of the Urethra in an irregular flat fpharoidical neraon.
Figure §
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Figure; that part of the Bladder which is
next its Orifice refting on its upper and broad-
eft Extremity, a very {fmall Quantity of vefi-
cular Subftance coming between them. Its
pofteriour or thickeft Side lies toward the Zn-
teflinum Rectum, from which however it is
parted by a large Portion of this Membrane,
as it is likewife from the Os Pubis on the fore-
fide. Laterally fome Series of Fibres of the
Levator Ani are very clofely joyned to it, but
the reft of it is feparated from that Mulcle by
a large Quantity of Fat. The lower con-
joyned Portion of the 7% eficule Seminales
clofely attached to the Bladder, but at a
greater diftance from the Inteftinum Retim,
refts on the upper and pofteriour Part of the
Proftate, the Peritoneum lying here very
near them, as alfo for {ome {pace after they
divaricate. The other Extremitys of thefe
Veficule are however at {ome diftance from
that Membrane, the fpace between them be-
ing filled up by veficular Subftance, which
likewife furrounds the Zafaz Deferentia in
their oblique incurvated Progrefs from the
Veficule Seminales, firft over the Ureters, and
from thence for about two Inches more, till

they
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they joyn the Spermatick Veflels, from which
however they fill continue feparated by a
diftiné Fold of this Subflance.

Tue Intercoftal and Spinal Nerves, and Nerves.
the Par Vagum, with their numerous Rami-
fications, are involved in the fame manner as
the Blood-Vefiels, from their feveral Origins
to the different parts of the Abdomen upon

which they are beftowed.

Havine in this manner examined the Exsersal
Veficular Membrane of the Peritoneum, 175"
feparated it as exactly as I could, with as many neum.
of the Parts as ftilladhered to it, that I might
have a clear View of the external Surface of
this capacious Membrane. This I found in
general to be very fmooth through its whole
extent ; any roughnefs that remained on
it, was probably owing to fome {mall Por-
tions of the foremention’d Subftance ftill ad-
hering to it. The whole backfide was even
as well as fmooth, as was alfo the upper part
of the forefide, which lies over the Liver,
Stomach and Spleen. Near the Umbilicus it
appeared to be braced or bound down, for
fome fpace longitudinally, by pretty ftrong

Fibres, which however may perhaps be no
more
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more than fome Remains of the united inter-
woven Tendons of the Abdominal Mufcles
cut off from the reft in {eparating this part of

the Peritoneum from them. The Inteftines
likewife formed feveral rifings on the lower

part of this forefide, anfwering to their Con-
volutions; -but the Depreflions between thefe
Rifings feem’d to be owing to the tenfion of
ftronger Fibres than thofe of which the reft of
this Membrane is compofed.

Hiruerro I have defcribed fuch things
belonging to the Peritoneum as appear on
viewing it intite en the outfide, after taking
it out of the Body. I come next to examine
its Cavity and inner Surface, together with its
Situation with refpeét to the principal 7 ifcera
that lie withinit. In doing this I thall inter-
mix fuch Obfervations as require a View of
both fides of it together ; and in all thefe I
fhall have but little occafion to diftinguifh be-
tween the Peritoneurn: confidered iz Situ,
and when it is taken out of the Body. The
Peritoneum in Situ being laid open in the
ufual manner by a longitudinal Incifion con-
tinued from the Cartilago Enfiformis to the

Os Pubis, and then by a crofs one carryed
from
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from fide to fide through the Umbilicus ; we
perceive its internal Surface every where {mooth
and even, and lubricated by a Fluid, in order
to preferve it from thofe Inconveniencys which
would otherwife have followed from its conti-
nual attrition with the 77/cera.

NexT to the internal Surface, we muft ex- susfance of
amine the Subftance of the Peritoneum which ;Ifféul;imo'
we find to be the fame with that of all the
other Membranes of the Body as far as our
Senfes can be Judges. It confifts of a fine
Contexture of - Efaffic Fibres, being capable
of a great Dilatation and Contracion, and
{feems to be every where nearly of the fame
Thicknefs and Solidity. |

WEe have already given a Lift of the Parts Sitxation of
that lie within the Cavity of this invefting v 7
Membrane ; the Manner of their Situation el
there, is now to be explained. Concerning um, viz.
the Omzentum there can be no difficulty : This Omentum
remarkable Portion or internal Produ@ion of
the Veficular Subftance, lies in the Cavity
of the Peritoneum, in the Senfe that every
Perfon will, at firft hearing, underftand that
Expreflion ; and as it adheres to the Stomach,

Liver, Spleen, Colon, &c. its Origin, that is
F 1ts
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#s Continuation with other Portions of the
{ame Subftance, may be fixed at all, or any
one of thefe Adhefions. Concerning all the
other Vifcera, except fome Part of the Liver,
it is to be obferved, that no part of them im-
mediately touches the Internal or concave
fmooth Surface of the Peritoneum, and con-
fequently they cannot be faid to be contained
in its Cavity, as Liquor is in a Bottle, Money
in a Purfe, or in fhort, as any thing, whether
Solid or Liquid, is in a Cale, Bag, or Vefiel,
that fimply furrounds it. * To conceive there-
fore the Manner in which this is done, we
muft imagine the Peritoneum as a Bag of a
much larger Extent and Capacity than the
Cavity of the Abdomen; and that the Vifcera
it contains being applyed to feveral Parts of
its external Surface, thruft its yielding fides
inwards, till at length the Edges of the Ca-
vitys {fo formed by cach Fifcus, come to touch
one another. Thus will the Capacity of the
Peritoneum be diminithed in Proportion to
the Number and Size of thefe #jftera ; and
each of them may be juftly faid to be con-
tained in its Cavity, not only as they form
particular Cavitys to themfelves, where the

Pe-
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Peritoneum feparately involves them, but as
they all lie within the one common Cavity of
the Abdomen lined by the Peritoneum confi-
dered as an uniform Membrane, without any
regard to the particular Produé&ions of 1it,
which furround each #7/cus.  From hence it
is evident that the external Surface of the Pe-
ritoneum alone is contiguous to the Surface of
the Vifcera contained therein, and that not
immediately neither, but by the Intervention
of a cellular Membrane defcribed by Ruyfch
as a reticular Coat peculiar to each. The in-
aer {mooth Surface of this Membrane touches
only the fame Surface of other Parts thereof,
thofe to wit, by which the feveral Vifcera are
particularly furrounded.

Trrs in general is the Manner in which
the Peritoneum contains the V, ifcera belong-
ing to the prefent Clafs, and the fame Idea
may be eafily applycd to each of them inpar-
ticular. To begin by the Stomach: from the Stomach.
fuperiour Point thereof all the way to the Ocfo-
phagus, its upper Edge is clofely joyned to
that part of the Peritoneum which lines the
Diaphré.gm s “and thercfore it may be fuppofed
that at that place the Peritonem begins to

F 2 involve
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involve it in the Manner already mentioned.

Inteftines.  "T'he Inteftines are no where clofely conneéted

Mefentery.

to the Peritoneum, except at fome parts of
the Colon that lie below the Kidneys: the reft
lie loofe, becaufe they do not quite fill up that
Elongation from the back part of the Perizo-
neum by which they are involved ; for here,
through a large Space, the outer e or
the Perzto;mum lie contiguous to one another,
a Cellular Membrane, derived from that al-
ready defcribed, only coming between them
in which the Mefenterick Glands, Laéteal
Veflels, &c. are lodged. Thefe Surfaces af-
terwards {eparating, admit the Inteftines be-
tween them, and fo form their exteriour -
volucrum. We have here likewife given the
true Structure and Formation of the Mefente-
7y, which is only a loofe Fold or Doubling of
the Peritoneum chiefly from where it covers
the Vertebre ; and accordingly, if when we
have taken the Peritonzum out of the Bod
intire, we divide it on each fide of the great
Blood-Veflels, by two longitudinal Incifions ;
the fmall Guts will be found to lie as loofely
as on the forefide when the Peritoneum is
opened in the common manner. But between
the
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the two Incifions, the Mefentery forms a fort
of longitudinal Sepzum going between the I
teftines and Peritoneum, and likewife another
narrower Portion round the Edges of the
{mall Guts, which is chiefly between the Pe-
rizonceum and Colon, being that part of the
Mefentery termed Mefo-Colon.  In this View
of the Peritoneum We likewife perceive, that
having reached as low down on the Vertebre
as the laft of the Loins, it ceafes to furround
the Inteftinum Retum, or, perhaps, the End
of the Colon intirely, the pofteriour {ide there-
of being covered only by Veficular Subftance ;
and this bare fpace increafes in breadth as it
defcends; the anteriour fide of the Inteftine
remaining ftill covered by the Peritoneum all
the way down to where it comes neareft to
the Veficule Seminales : below this it 1s in-
tirely furrounded by a thick Veficular Sub-
{tance, which here, if any where, deferves
the Name of Membrana Adipofa, becaufe of
the vaft Quantity of Fat contained in it
Where the Peritoneut leaves the forefide of
the Refum, it makes an Angle, and changes
its Courfe upwards and forwards over the

Bladder ; and a little above this Angle, there
s
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1s a remarkable tranfverfe Stri¢ture or Semi-
oval Fold of the Peritoneum, which I have
conftantly obferved for many Years paft,
efpecially in Women.

WuaT hasbeen faid of the Stomach may
likewife be applyed to the Spleen and Pasn-
creas, both of them being involved by the
Peritoneum, produced from where they are
contiguous to it. The firft is feated in the
left fide of the Abdomen nearly according to
the length of the Body, reaching from the
Dia hragm down below the Extremity of the
twelfth Rib; the other lies almoft tranf-
verfely on the firft Pertebra of the Loins,
above half of it being towards the left fide.
The Liver has this peculiar to it, that a large
Portion thereof “is immediately joyned to the
internal Surface of the Peritoneum, viz. all
the fuperiour and back part of its convex
Surface, which lies to the right of the Liga-
mentum Latum. 'This adheres clofely to part
of the Peritoneum that lines the Diaphragm,
thereft of it 1s involved in the fame manner
as the other Zifcera, by means of feveral
Folds which go from the Peritoneum in form
of Ligaments, and are afterwards {pread on

1Ls
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its Surface. The Girft of thefe is termed Li-
gamentum Sufpenforitin, which running down
from the Diaphragm retains the form of a
Ligament, from where the Branches of the
Vona Cava go out of the Liver, all the way
to the great Fiffure in the anteriour fide of
that ¥ifcus, that s, during the {pace of about
four Inches meafured in a ftreight Line, and
as it approaches the Fiffure it increafes in
breadth. Its Courfe however is not ftreight,
for it joyns the Surface of the Liver in a
large Arch, and_ juft at the Fiffure, where
it joyns another Fold of the Peritoneirn in
which the Umbilical Vein is involved, it ap-
pears gathered or furled up, fome Fat be-
ing contained between its two fides. The
next confiderable Fold that -gocs from the Pe-
ritoneum to the Liver, is a thin Ligament
joyned to the pofteriour Fdge of the left
Lobe, between which and the Stomach the
{fuperiour Point of the Spleen may be obferved
to run in. The third is a broad Ligament
from the lateral part of the Peritoneum a
little higher than the right Kidney. This
bounds the uninvolved Portion of the Liver

on the right fide, as the Ligamentum Sufpen-
Jorium
orit
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Jorium does on the left. The Gall-Bladder
{eems to be contained in the fame Produions
of the Peritonzum that go over the Liver,
and its exteriour Jzvolucrum meets that of the
Colon by the Intervention of a {mall Liga-
ment of the fame Nature with thofe already
Umbiical defcribed. At the forementioned great Fif-
Vb fure in the Liver, the Ligamentum Sufpen-
Jorium joyns another Fold of the Peritoneun:
much narrower than it felf, and which like-
wile decreafing in breadth all the way to the
Navel, involves the Umbilical Vein, and fome
Portions of Fat.  Two other Folds narrow-
erand lefs difcernible than the former, going
from the Navel obliquely downwards, and to-
wards each fide, afford a like Receptacle to
the Umbilical Arterys in their courfe upwards
from the internal Iiacks. A fourth Pro-
duction not always diftinétly vifible in Adults,
reaching from the Navel to the anteriour
Point of the Bladder, contains the Urachus.
So that in reality, all thefe Veffels are fituated
in the fame manner with refpe& to the Peri-
toneum, as the Vjfcera which are univerfally
faid to lie inits Cavity. But what is ftill more

obfervable about thefe Veflels is, that the
Pe-
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Peritoneum accompanys them through the
Umbilicus out of the Abdomen of the Feetus,
and thus becomes an Involucrum to the Funis
Umdbilicalis all the way to the Placenta. This
may be eafily exhibited to view in any proper
Subjeét; but it became remarkably plain in a
Child that I lately examined, in whom a
Hernia Umbilicalis had been formed iz Uzero.
Part of the Inteftine was near two Inches
without the Navel, and the Perionewn which
accompanyed it, was evidently continuous

with the Involucrum of the Fuuis
From what has been faid concerning the
Veficular Subftance of the Peritoneum, and
its Continuations with a Subftance of the
{fame Nature {pread over the whole Body, we
are now in a condition to determine ‘the fi-
mous Queftion concerning the Duplicature of
that Membrane. The Peritoneun is no more
than one {ingle uniform Membrane ; what has
hitherto been taken for the outer ZLamina
thereof, being only the Veficular Subflance
already deferibed, laid upon its external Sur-
face through its whole extent. This is fuffi-
cient to enable us to  form a Judgment of all
that has been faid about this Duplicature in
G the
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the numerousWritings of Anatomifls, of which
the following fhort Abftra& ‘may perhaps be
acceptable to {fome of my Readers. Galer
diftin&ly mentions this Duplicature, =3 sunady
wepilovaion, in {everal places of his Works, as a
thing generally known before his time ; and
he has named {everal Parts which he believed
to lie between its two Membranes,  Fernelius,
the firft Author who has added any thing to
what we find in Galen, aflerts that the Peri-
toneum is double through its whole extent,
tho’ by reafon of the clofe adhefion of its
two Membranes in fome places, it there ap-
pears to be only fimple. As to Vefalius, it
is certain that he has no wherein his great
Anatomical Work, talked of the Peritonecum
as of a double‘Membrane ; -but that this Du-
plicature was not either unknown to or de-
nyed by him, is evident from what he has
faid concerning the Situation of feveral parts
contain’d in the #bdemen, and efpecially from
what he anfwers to Falloppius, who had ob-
jected to him his filence about this matter.
From Stephanus we learn that fome Authors
denyed the Peritoneum to be double, but he
neither mentions their Names nor their Reafons.

I His
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His own Arguments in favour of the Duplica-
ture are taken chiefly from the Involucra
which the Peritoneum fends off to the 77/~
cera contained in its Cavity. Columbus gives
us the Duplicature of the Peritoneum as a
Difcovery of his own, but what may more
properly deferve that Name, is his Opinion,
that from the Umbilicus downward, the Pe-
witoneum is double, but fingle from the Na-
velupward. Pareus was not much better ac-
quainted with the Hiftory of Anatomy than
Columbus, when he tells us _that the Duplicity
of the Peritonenm was known but a very
little time before he wrote. Pidius aflirms,
that the Duplicity to be obferved on the fore
art of the Peritoneum, is made up partly

by that Membrane, and patly by the Tendons
of the tranfverfe Mulfcles of the Abdomen.
In this he has been followed by fome very
late Wiiters, particularly by Mr. Chefelden,
who in the fecond Edition of his Anatomy,
fays exprefily, that thofe Authors who call
the Peritonzum double, have always plainly
defcribed the Tendons and proper Membranes
of the Abdominal Mufcles for part of it
No Authors have talked more explicitely and
G 2 intelligibly
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intelligibly in favour of the univerfal Dupli-
city of the Peritoneum, than Piccolbominus
and Riolan who alfo gives us a fort of Ana-
tomical Adminiftration, in order to {eparate
every where the two Membranes from one
another. Tho’ Writers have as generally ac-
knowledged the Duplicature where the Bladder
of Urine is feated as any where elfe, yet Laux-
rentius attributes the difcovery thereof to
himfelf. Peflingius to prove that the Perizo-
neum is double inall its parts, obferves that
its two Membranes are fometimes {eparable
above the Umbilicus, by realon of a purulent
Matter found between them. But Marchetti,
on the contrary, fays it is every where fingle
except where parts are actually found in its
Duplicature. According to Blafius it does
not deferve the Name of a double Membrane
except in fome few places, but the fame Author
elfewhere tells us, that fome parts of it confift
of more Membranes than two ; and Fantonus
fays to the fame purpofe, that he divided the
Peritoneum of an Ox into three Lamine with

a great deal of eafe.
Our Englifh Writers afford us little new
upon this Subje&. They either allow the uni-
verfal
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verful or partial Duplicature of the Peritoneurn;
juft as the Authors from whom they copy,
have dire@ed them. Mr. Chefelden indeed
may be mentioned as an Exception, in the
four Defcriptions whichhe has given us of this

Membrane. :

Frowm this fhort Abftra&, it Is evident
that notwithftanding all the different Opini-
ons concerning the Nature, Extent and Ulfes
of this Duplicature of the Peritoneum; yet
in this they all agree, that at leaft fome
parts of that Membrane confift of two La-
mine, that th : y-feparated
from one another, and that fome of the
Vifcera and Veflels of the Abdomen lie be-
tween them. |

Tug firft Author I have met with who
exprefily denies the Duplicity of the Perito-
neeum in allits parts, is that moft accurate Ana-
tomift, Profeffor Ruy/ch, in the Words already
woted from him. Soon after him, Dionis
publithed the fame Difcovery, tho’in a much
more imperfect manner ; but no Author be-
fore M. Winflow, has given us a full and fa-
tisfactory Account of it. Profeffor Boerbaave,

Garengeot, and others, have embraced the
fame
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fame Opinion. As for my own part, tho’
I have always obferved this Veficular Sub-
ftance in the manner in which I have here
defcribed it ; and have traced its different
Folds through all the parts that lie without
the Peritoneum : yet I willingly acknow-
ledge that T formerly believed it to be part of
the true Peritoneum, which I therefore con-
ceived to be every where a double Mem-
brane, and in fome places to confift even of
more Lamine than two: And as a Proof of
this Duplicity, Iufed frequently to prepare the
Bladder articular, w e Peri-
toneum raifed from it on one fide, and this
Veficular Subftance on the other; which, to-
gether, formedalarge Bag in which the Bladder
gently inflated, was loofely contained. I was
likewife of opinion, that in what is called the
Dropfy of the Peritoneum,theWateris contain-
ed in its Duplicature or between the two Lami-
ne of its anteriour fide; but Iamnow fully
convinced of what Mr. Chefelden has very well

‘obferved, that the Seat of this Difeafe is be-

tween the Peritoneum and Tendons of the
Mufeulus Tranfverfalis ; to which I may here

add, that the immediate Receptacle of the
Water,
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Water, can be no other than the diftended
Cells of the Veficular Subftance lying be-
tween the Peritoneum and the laft named
Mufcle and lower part of the Re?i, where it
is found in great plenty. And I have often
obferved, in opening the Bodies of fuch
who have died of this Diftemper, that as the
Quantity of Water increafes, the Peritoneum
is, by degrees, firft {eparated from the Mulicles,
and thruft inward on the Inteftines; and af-
terwards the Inteftines themfelves with the Pe-
ritoneum fticking clofely to them, prefled or
{queezed back on the Pertebre into {o fmall a
Compafs, that a Perfon unacquainted with this
Species of Dropfy would, when the Water is
all taken out, be apt to imagine that the In-
teftines had been quite wafted.
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