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ANNUAL ANNOUNCEMENT.

IN announcing the incorporation of a College, organ-
ized with particular reference to instruction in Dental
Science, the Board of Visitors deem it proper to state
the considerations which have prompted its projectors to
engage in the enterprise, and also to make known the
general plan of instruction which it is proposed to pursue,
arid the requisitions to be complied with by candidates

for the honours of the Institution.
It is well known to all, that the wants of society result-

ing from diseases and distortions of the teeth, and the
morbid conditions of collateral structures, are multiplied
and great; but it is only those who have made it a sub-.
ject of particular inquiry who are aware of the fact, that
the number of those professing to control these diseases,
and correct these distortions, who are competently edu-
cated Dentists, is small in proportion, to the many en-
gaged in the practice of this profession. It has been
ascertained that there are about 1200 professing Dentists
in the United States; of these but a few have enjoyed
the advantages of collegiate instruction in this Science.
Some, it is true, have overcome the difficulties encounter-
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ed in the commencement of their studies, and by the
persevering application of rare abilities in the pursuit
of knowledge, have contributed to enlarge the bounda-
ries of usefulness, and established for themselves just
claims to distinction. But the greater number of those
engaged in the active duties of the profession-most of
whom would gladly have availed themselves of suitable
means of instruction, could such have been commanded-
have enjoyed but limited opportunities for acquiring in-
formation, neither do they possess the original power of
investigation, acuteness of observation, and discriminating
judgment, which fall to the lot of but few, and which are
indispensable to supply the deficiencies of education.

It is also a fact that many totally incompetent indi-
viduals from the humbler occupations of life, influenced
either by mercenary or aspiring feelings, have, without
any kind of preparation, assumed the title of Dentists,
and engageJ in the practice of Dental Surgery, and thus
the science has been unjustly disparaged, and the pro-
fession has sustained unmerited reproach. Charlatanism
has been too often successful in imposing upon the credu-
lity of society, who, in the absence of all testimonials of
competency have unfortunately been unable to demand
what the opportunity should be afforded to them to re-
quire, viz: a professional credential in the absence of
all knowledge of persons, a necessary prima facie evi-
dence of qualifications. And thus imposture has been
emboldened to occupy a position, arrogate pretensions,
and engage in a practice, to the detriment of the com-
munity, and the injury of the deserving cultivators of this
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Regarding then the necessity of providing means of
instruction, suited to the improved condition of this
science, and also of securing to the public a guaranty
against the impositions of the unqualified, the Legislature
of Maryland have entrusted to the Faculty already named,
the duty of exe~uting its purposes, in relation thereto.

In the performance of this duty, the Faculty propose
to extend their scheme of instruction, so as to embrace
all divisions of knowledge necessary to constitute an
enlightened practitioner. The authorized agents of the
State in founding the first School of Dentistry in this
country, the Faculty are resolved that no censure shall
rest upon them for establishing a reduced standard of
qualification; but appreciating justly the importance of
the profession as well as the responsibility of their trust,
it is their purpose, as we doubt not it win be their effort,
by furnishing ample facilities for acquiring knowledge,
and exacting candidates for the honors of the College,
evidence of thorough qualification, to elevate the cha-
racter of the profession, and secure for it the just confi-

dence of the public.
Professor Baxley, already well known as a Professor

of Anatomy and Physiology, is in possession of a valuable
anatomical cabinet, and thus will be enabled to adopt
without delay that demonstrative course of instruction
so important to those who are to engage in the pursuit of
a profession consisting mostly of practical details.

A valuable cabinet of pathological specimens, collected
during many years of extensive practice by Professor
Hayden, will also enable that gentleman, to illustrate fully
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The Operations of Dentistry will be described, and
exhibited in minute detail by Professor Harris-a gentle-

man well known both as a Dental Practitioner and author.
The subject of General Pathology, and Therapeutics,

as allied to Dentistry, have been committed to the care
of Professor Bond, whose character as a practitioner of
medicine and general acquaintance with medical lite-
rature, will enable him to give all information upon these
subjects necessary to constitute an enlightened Dentist.

A course of lectures will be delivered in each year,
commencing on the first Monday in November and
terminating on the last of February.

Candidates for graduation who have attended two full
courses of lectures in this College, or one course in some
respectable Medical College, and one in this Institution,
will be subjected to a critical examination by the Faculty,
and be required to defend a Thesis on some subject con-
nected with Dental Science-they will also be required to
present one or more specimens of mechanical skill in
preparing and setting artificial teeth, and likewise be
expected to perform certain dental operations in evidence
of practical qualification; and on being found competent,
they shall receive the degree of Doctor of Dental Surgery.

The charge for attending each Professor, for each
session, will be $ 30. Diploma Fee $ 30. Matriculation
Fee $5.

In presenting this brief exposition, the Board of Visitors
admit their earnest desire to have the claims of this In-
stitution to particular patronage justly understood. Inte-
rested as all are in the advancement of science, they would

,
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novel and highly commendable scheme for elevating the
character of a most useful profession, and promoting the
general good, and they therefore ask for the enterprise,
the liberal support of the Medical Profession, and the

public.

EXTRACTS FROM THE CHARTER.

"SEC. 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of
Maryland, That a College of Dentistry be, and the
same is hereby established in the City of Baltimore, to be
known and designated by the name and style of The
Baltimore College of Dental Surgery."

"SEC. 9. And be it enacted, That the said Professors
shall have full power to confer on any Student who shall
have attended all the lectures in said College for two
terms, and others, who after an examination by the
Professors, shall have been found worthy, the degree of
Doctor of Dental Surgery-and the said Professors shall
have power, and are hereby directed-to accept evidence
from any student of his having attended lectures in any
respectable Dental or Medical School for an equal period
of time, and receive the same as equivalent to his having
attended one of the terms herein mentioned.

"SEC. 10. And be it enacted, That the Professors shall
have power to confer the honorary degree of Doctor of
Dental Surgery on any Dentist who may have rendered
service to the science, or distinguished himself in his
profession. "


