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AMYRICAN PHYSICAL THERAFY ASSOCIATION
1790 Proadway. New York 19, N, Y

Chapter Precidents. Date:  January, 1961
District Chaimmen, and
Legislative Chairmen Re: 1941 Legislative Activity

Dorothy E. Voss
Staff Liaison
Legzislative Progren

Within the caming —months our Chapters’ efforts to
nrachice acts pnac,ed end existing laws amended wi
are concerned aoovb each chapter vhere our members g o155 20
are concerned aboul certain non-physicsl therzpist, non~medical ¢-oups ~ho
are becoming increasingly active in meny parts of the country. '7is mero.
therefore, has a three-fold purposer 1) to inform you of other chavsers
activity: 2) to asit that you keep us informed cf vour activity znd in
guidance: and 3) to alert you on actirvities of "fringe" gmoups.

Moter If your Chaoter expects to secure introcduciion of =2 bill in 1951,
vhether it is for an initial lzir. or amendmenbs 1o an exisiing |
end if no informaticn about your D Tollows here, pleose hring
us up—toadate dmmediatelv. Le® us know. too, from what group: yom
expect opposiiron.

Based on informe*ion on hand, December 15, the foilowing chapters me Powe
bills irtroduced i1 1641, The picture is not clecr, in some in<ioncos. it
vie hope that all will be azvle to proce=d.

Initial Laws v 0

Some chapters, including VWew York Chsrpter, mey support bills which ove
keeping with our goals
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120k of Medical. Seoietly




E2 Alert for Indevmencent Practitioners!

tes have snecific lews reguleting the practice of massages ov

Six « stat
mechanotherapy "  “Abseni from all massage practice acts is any recuire-
ment that licentiales musht practice only under the direction, supevvisjcn,
anc control of g pavsician ©~ The foregsing sentences ars from the Final

Report of "The Committes Lo Study the Relationships of Medicinz with 4

Health Professions and Sevwices" adorted bv the AMA House of Dalezate:s

June 16, 1960. (8-2 ovr memo dated doly 25 for other information abo:
this report. The six states having message laws e2re Arkansas, Minnesc
Nebraska, Morth Dz'ots, Cregon, and Hawaii. The sta®f of the AVA s Law

Division has analyzed these laws, and 7inds that ncne of the six "recuirss
supervisgion" of licentiztes and that none “prohikite the practice of
medicine." These "aws seem inadequsate Le the orotechtion of patients hecrure
they license "indevendent practitionsrs." Tnactment of laws of this 1ind iv
other states is nct in the best interess: Of tne public.
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In 1959 a bill of ~his nature nassed
Permmsylvania. was activelyr opmosed in i}
physical therapistz, and was defeated in th:
ture. The group wiich sponscred the Permsyl
have become increzzingly active in many st?‘~.
queries and evidence of acitivity in A

Every Chapter and Jistrict should be weichful of these grouns.
intreocuced, it shculd be oroosedy Tour State Medical So

of Medical ‘?am~nc”°, and State Howpitel 15500“**’
informed that Hy° .cal. therapists are cnoosnsd i
therapists should ~eg1ster owrosition tirough -

uns 50 do this job for them.
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If you obbain Lw,e'ﬂtﬁro distributed v "fringe" groups, please send us
copies in orcder th-t we may more fully inform others when queries come o
this office.



