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W r  

w & Presidents, 
District Chairmen, 
Legislative Chairmen 

Date: J a n u a . ~ ~ ,  296i. 

Re: 1961 Legislative Activity 

--. 
P :!m: Dorothy E. Voss 

Staff Liaison 
Let;isla t i v e  Progran 

Within the caning l9onths our ChaptersJ e f fo r t s  t o  have physical therapy 
practice acts  enacted and ex i s t i ng  laws amended will be intensified. We 
are concerned about each chapter where our members are eo engaged arid a l so  
are concerned about; certain non-physical therapist, non-medical groups rho 
are becoming inc~eas ing ly  act ive  i n  many par ts  of the country. !this memo, 
therefore, hi38 a three-fold purpose: 1) t o  infonn you of other  chapters;  
ect ir i ty;  2)  t o  ask tha t  you keep us infomed of your act iv i ty  and t o  seek 
guidance; and 3) to a l e r t  you on activities of "f'L.inge" groups, 

Summary of Anticipated Activity in  1961 

Note: I f  your Chapter expects t o  secure introduction of a b i l l  i n  1961, 
whether it is  for  an i n i t i a l  law, or  amendments t o  an existing l a w ,  
and i f  no information about your Chapter follows here, please bring 
uu up-to-date immediately. Let us know, too, from what groups you 
expect ~ o s i t i o n ~  

Based on infomatf~>n on hand, December 15, the  following chapters may have 
b i l l s  ifikroduced i n  1961, The picture i s  not clear,  i n  some instances, hut 
ue hope that all w i l l  be able t o  proceed, 

I n i t i a l  Laws Amendments t o  Exisi;ing - Laws 

Alabama Michigan Alaska New Hampshire 
Distr ict  of Colmkia Zissouri Ceorda Oklahoma 
1 daho Rhode Island Maryland Washingtor! 
Kansas b?est Virginia 

Yyming 

Some chapters, including IJew York Chapter, m a y  auppol-t bills which are in 
keeping w i t h  our goals.  

The foll.ow2ng chapters are delaying because of lack of Medical Society 
supposl;: Iowa, Hississippi,  and Texas. 

We suspect tha t  o ther  chapters (LouisX~na, and Mmtana) may be delaying f o r  - - 
the same reason. u;e will appreciate hearing frcin these chapters, al.sc 
Pue:rto Rico Chapter 

A l l  -ir! a l l ,  it seems that st l e a s t  15 ckaptst-s ~;.a;ir be supporting t!~.jir o m  
bi-Lf s . 



Ea Alert for  Ineepenaent Fractltioners! .-. 

"Six s t a t e s  have specific laws regulating the practice of massage o r  
mechanothe.rapyUil ''Absent fram a l l  massage practice acts is an? ,require- 
ment t h a t  liccnbiates muat pract ice  oriiy mdes the dimetion,  supervision, 
anc: control of a p-hysician . " The f oregobg sentences are from %he Final 
Report of "The Comrlittee t o  S t 3 a  the  Relationships of Medicine ' d t h  A l l i e d  
Health Professions and Sexv?cest' adopted by the MA House of Delegate%, 
Juns 16, 1960- (see our memo dated July 25 for other information absat 
t h i s  report.,) The six s ta t e s  having massage laws are Arkansas, Minnesota, 
Nebraska, Roxrtkr Deiiota, Oregon, and Hawaii, The staff  of the @A p s  Law 
Div5sion has analyzed these laws, and finds t h a t  none of the six "requires 
supervision" of ' l icentiates and tha t  none Ifprohibits the  practice of 
medicine*" These laws seem inadequate t o  the protection of patients because 
they l icense "independent practitioners." Faactment cf l a w s  of t h i s  kind i.n 
other s t a t e s  i s  not i n  the best in t e res t  of the  pnblic. 

In 1959 a b i l l  of .;his nature passed one branch or' the legis lature in 
Pennsylvania, was a c t i v e u  opposed i n  the second branch by pl-grsicians and 
physical theraptsts,  and was defeated in the secoiit branch of the leg is la -  
ture., The group which sponsored the Pennsy3.vania bill and similar groups 
have became increasingly active i n  many s ta tes .  Recently we nave received 
queries and evidence of activitiy i n  Alabaina, California, Kansas, and Oklahoma. 

Every Chapter and Dis t r ic t  should be watchft~l o f  these groups. If a bill is 
introduced, it shcald be opposed. Your State  Medical Society, State  Board 
of Medical Examiners, and State  Hospital Association should be contacted =c i  
infomed that physical therapists are cppossd t o  mch legis lat ion,  Physical 
therapists should ?egister opposition thraugh .their chapter rather than r6ly 
upon other groups to do this Job for them. 

If you obtain 1ite::~atux-e distributed by ' t i inge ' '  grcups, please s a d  us  
copies i n  order thxt  we m a y  more filly inf0.m others when queries come t o  
this office. 


