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CHICAGO, lLLlNOlS THE AMERICAN PHYSIOTHERAPY ASSOClATlON 

June ll, 1940 

Ph~sical llhera~s Technicians 

On May 13, 1940, the American Registry of Physical Therapy Technicians 
wrote to the Honorable Morris Sheppard, United States Senator from Texas, 
asking him about the status of the bill S. 1615 that he introduced into the 
Senate which gives physical therapy technicians of the Army the same statue 
as Army nurses. 

Senator Sheppard replied on May 16 as follows: 
"1 am in receipt of your letter of May 13, in reference to S. 1615. 
The War Department has made an unfavorable report on this measure 
and up to the present time I have been unable to obtain favorable 
action thereon by the Senate Committee on Military Affairs. 

"If your organization desires to do so it might urge individual 
members to communicate with the Senators and Congressmen from the 
states in which they reside and urge cctive support of the measure.n 

Following his suggestion, the Registry is conducting a campaign to 
acquaint all Senators and Congressmen with the status of this bill. 

The Registry believes that the military status of physical therapy 
technicians in the Army is a very important step in the progress of physical 
therapy as a whole and further believes that the denial of a military status 
to physical therapy technicians and the giving of a military status to nurses 
is a growing injustice. 

Be strongly urge you to mite your tmo Senators and your Congressmen. 
You also should ask any individuals or organizations whose influence could 
further this cause to mite similar letters to their Congressional represen- 
tatives. We cannot overemphasize the importance of your part. It will 
take much concerted effort if we are to arouse sufficient interest to cause 
this bill to be passed. We expect you to mite, and to follow these letters 
with others, about two months apart, or at least as long as Congress is in 
session. 

We are enclosing a suggested letter that you might write to your 
Senators and Congressmen. 

This is your problem and may mean much to you and your profession 
in the future. 

BOARD AND ADVISORY BOARD 
AMERICAN Rl3GISTRY OF PirYSICAL THERAPY TECHNICIANS 



The 1lonora.ble 
The United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: 

I am a Registered Physical Thera~y Technician who 
has been urged by the American Registry of Physical Therapy 
Technician~l to enroll with the American Red Cross for any 
emergency. 

Physical therapy technicians are either nurseG or 
ccllege graduates with a major in physical education who have 
taken a year's postgraduate course in an approved school of 
physical therapy. 

Last year and this year Senator Sheppard introduced 
a bill, S. 1615, giving physical therapy technicians the same 
status as nurses in the Army. Mr. May this year introduced the 
same bill in the House, H.R. 8542. 

Taking into consideration that we, physical therapy 
technicians, are college graduates or nurses who have had a post- 
graduate course, it would seem not onlj. reasonable but fair that 
we should have at least the same military status as nurses. At 

A- 

the present time we would have only rne standing of a civil 
service employee. After the last war civil service employees 
were not entitled to the benefits of the Veterans Administration. 

We would urge your active support of these two bills 
which, when pasaed, will correct an injustice that has been done 
to physical therapy technicians. 

Yours truly, 


