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ANSWERS  1. There are eight columns in front of Davidge Hall.  |  2. The heart was the only internal organ kept in the body during mummification in ancient 

Egypt.  |  3. The Greek gods’ busts are “consistent with the message the University founders were trying to convey that in these halls students would receive a classical 

education.”  |  4.  The eight-year, $4 million restoration of Davidge Hall that was completed in 2006 was jointly funded by the state, a federal grant, and private support 

from the Medical Alumni Association.

1.
2.

How many columns are in front of Davidge Hall? 
a. four
b. five
c. six
d. eight

3.In Davidge Hall’s main lecture room there are busts of Asclepius, 
Homer, Zeus, Apollo, and Plato. Why? 

4.In 2006, an eight-year, $4 million restoration project was 
completed on the exterior of Davidge Hall. Funding came from: 
a. the state
b. a federal grant
c. private support from the Medical Alumni Association
d. all three
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Davidge Hall

fun facts

Davidge Hall houses a collection of medical artifacts, including a 
mummified human, paintings, and instruments. The mummy exhibit 
says only one internal organ was kept in the body during mummification 
in ancient Egypt. What was it?



Archibald “Moonlight” Graham, made famous in 
the movie Field of Dreams for ending his major 
league baseball career after one inning to pursue 
medicine, had ties to Davidge Hall. He graduated 
in the School of Medicine Class of 1905.

Completed at a cost around $40,000, Davidge 
Hall stands on land purchased from John Eager 
Howard of Revolutionary War fame. 

When Davidge Hall was founded, the average life 
expectancy was only 34 years, weighted down by 
a 30 percent infant mortality rate.

In 1958 the University of Maryland Board of 
Regents approved the transfer of the name 
Davidge Hall from the medical library to the 
original medical building.

Early students at Davidge paid a $5 matriculation 
fee to the University plus $20 to each professor 
for enrolling in their courses. Two degrees 
were offered: a one-year bachelor of medicine 
(offered through 1848); and a two-year doctor of 
medicine.

The brick, kiln-like niches in the front wall of 
Chemical Hall are where chemical experiments 
were performed.

Davidge Hall, completed in 1812, remains the 
oldest medical school building in continuous use 
for medical education in the Western Hemisphere.

Dr. Davidge’s first wife was named William 
because her father wanted a boy. Her sister’s 
name was John.

Davidge Hall student Theodatus Garlick, School 
of Medicine Class of 1834, snapped the first 
American photograph. He later published a book 
on the artificial propagation of fish and became 
known as “The Father of American Fish Culture.”

On Nov. 29, 2006, the University of Maryland 
School of Medicine kicked off the celebration 
of its bicentennial by slicing a cake replica of 
Davidge Hall. Actor Alan Wade, portraying Dr. 
Davidge, was among the cake cutters.

Because of an insufficient supply of cadavers for 
anatomical instruction, early faculty members 
at Davidge Hall were forced to obtain their 
specimens from the local cemeteries.

To date, all 17,000 students educated by the 
School of Medicine have passed through the doors 
of Davidge Hall.

Did you know?

DDavidge Hall is named after Dr. John Beale 

Davidge, who led a group of physicians in 

establishing what became the founding building 

on the founding campus of the University System 

of Maryland in 1807.

William E.A. Aikin, who taught chemistry classes 
in Davidge and twice became medical school dean 
in the 1840s and ’50s, was married twice and 
fathered 28 children.

Leading American statesman Daniel Webster 
defended Davidge Hall physicians in the 1820s 
when the state legislature in Annapolis passed a 
bill that threatened their jobs and temporarily 
stripped the regents of their authority.

In 1891, professors at Davidge Hall were urged 
to take a more aggressive role in fundraising. 
Davidge Hall still has ties to University 
fundraising. Since 1978 the Medical Alumni 
Association has conducted its annual phonothon 
from Davidge Hall. 

Caleb Bradham, who worked part time in a 
drugstore while attending medical school at 
Davidge Hall, did not graduate. But he did 
introduce Pepsi-Cola to the soft drink market 
in the 1890s.

Dr. Davidge was the first surgeon in the country to 
tie the gluteal artery for the “cure” of aneurysm.

The building’s medical artifact collection, owned 
by the Medical Alumni Association, is named in 
honor of Akiko Kobayashi Bowers, widow of Dr. 
John Bowers, Class of 1938. 

In 1997, the U.S. Department of the Interior 
named the building a National Historic 
Landmark.

The British bombardment of Fort McHenry could 
be observed in 1814 from Davidge Hall’s front 
porch.

In April 1810, the medical school graduated its 
first class of five students.

In 1865, former Davidge Hall student Dr. Samuel 
Mudd (Class of 1856) treated John Wilkes Booth 
for a fractured tibia sustained when Booth jumped 
from the presidential box at Ford’s Theater after 
assassinating President Abraham Lincoln.

Female medical students were admitted to the 
School of Medicine (SOM) and started using 
Davidge Hall in 1918. The first SOM woman 
graduate was in 1923. By 1996, the SOM 
graduating class consisted of a female majority. 
Two black students were accepted into the SOM 
in 1951 and graduated in 1955.

Many students carved their initials into the railing 
on the third-floor Anatomical Hall, where the 
overflow of students stood to listen to lectures and 
observe dissections.
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