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UMB Sustainability

Nurturing our elm for years to come

News

Community Solar Benefit

UMB is partnering with WeSolar to offer
community solar benefits to UMB staff and
faculty who receive electricity from BGE. This
benefit is a guaranteed 10% discount on the
base rate for the electricity portion of your
BGE bill. You will receive credits on your
electricity bill from a local community solar farm
without having to put solar panels on your roof.

We will be hosting 4 virtual information sessions for you to learn more over the next month.

To learn more, register for one of our five info sessions, or sign up for community
solar, visit the UMB Sustainability website.

Self-Service Waste Project

The Office of Sustainability, in partnership with Environmental Services (EVS), is rolling out a
new system for waste collection across campus. Buildings will operate under a self-service
waste removal model. Faculty and staff will be responsible for disposing of waste in the
larger, conveniently located common receptacles. Research shows centralized bins
decreases recycling contamination. This project will also include new standardized waste
signage.

https://s.rs6.net/t?e=XJvkJa5O6ko&c=1&r=1
https://s.rs6.net/t?e=XJvkJa5O6ko&c=3&r=1
https://s.rs6.net/t?e=XJvkJa5O6ko&c=5&r=1
https://visitor.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?m=1134684015015&p=oi
https://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=DLviral10
https://www.umaryland.edu/sustainability/get-involved/community-solar/
https://www.umaryland.edu/sustainability/waste-minimization/self-service-waste/#:~:text=Approximate%20Deployment%20Schedule-,Waste%20Signage,-Paper%20%26%20Cardboard%20Recycling
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For more information, visit the project website and the
self-service FAQ website.

Sustainability Fellow Kimia Abtahi

The Office of Sustainability is pleased to welcome
Kimia Abtahi as a Sustainability Fellow for the next
semester! Kimia is a rising fourth year student at
the School of Medicine. Kimia is on the executive
board for UMSOM's chapter of Medical Students for
a Sustainable Future and was instrumental in
developing the Planetary Health Report Card for
the School of Medicine. Welcome aboard, Kimia!

Upcoming Event: UMB's Greenhouse Gas
Inventory Update

UMB has submitted data on its greenhouse gas emissions as part of
its Second Nature Climate Commitment. Tracking the emissions
helps us measure our environmental impact. Learn about the
greenhouse gas inventory on Wednesday, August 17th from 2:00
pm - 2:45 pm via Zoom. Register here.

Monthly Green Tip
Looking for a fresh start? Many individuals set
resolutions in August to establish a new and
improved routine after the summer months.

Check out our August Green Tip about making
one (or more!) new school year's sustainability
resolution(s). Download the graphic by
visiting our website.

https://www.umaryland.edu/sustainability/current-projects/self-service-waste-model.php
https://www.umaryland.edu/sustainability/waste-minimization/self-service-waste/
https://www.umaryland.edu/sustainability/waste-minimization/self-service-waste/
https://ms4sf.org/
https://phreportcard.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/Copy-of-UMSOM-2021-2022-Planetary-Health-Report-Card.docx.pdf
https://secondnature.org/signatory-handbook/the-commitments/
https://umaryland.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJcqde2qqj0vEtOvpi_yleHygABJnox-FqD3
https://www.umaryland.edu/sustainability/get-involved/#:~:text=Communications%20Materials
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Plastic Free July
Last month, we asked you to partake in #PlasticFreeJuly by
pledging to reduce using single-use plastics. Our office
shared some of our favorite products and tips to stay plastic-
free. Take a look at the recap in the Elm!

Even though July is over, we encourage you to continue
finding ways to reduce waste by saying no to single-use
products, repairing, repurposing, and purchasing with the
environment in mind!

ECOmmuters Series
With gas prices high and rising, the UMB Office of Sustainability is
featuring UMB staff, faculty, and students who commute to and from
campus using sustainable methods in place of driving in a single-
occupancy, gas-powered vehicle. If you’ve never thought of taking
the MTA or carpooling with a colleague to get to campus, now is a
great time to consider these and other sustainable commuting
methods.

Lorrie Voytek of the School of Nursing says that taking the
Metro SubwayLink from Owings Mills to UMB's campus is a
lifestyle. Read more about her commute by reading her Q&A
in The Elm.

To learn more about UMB’s MTA Commuter benefits, visit the
Parking and Transportation Services website.

Laura Cathcart in the Office of Emergency
Management rides her bike to work but also
has plenty of backup plans (like any good
professional in the field of emergency
management!) Read about her commute in
The Elm.

Learn more about the services offered for
those who bike to campus on the Parking and
Transportation Parking and Transportation
Services website.

Resources
Specialty Recycling Collections

https://www.plasticfreejuly.org/
https://elm.umaryland.edu/elm-stories/2022/Plastic-Free-July-Recap.php
https://elm.umaryland.edu/elm-stories/2022/Plastic-Free-July-Recap.php
http://www.umaryland.edu/sustainability/
https://elm.umaryland.edu/elm-stories/2022/ECOmmuters-Series-Metro-SubwayLink-Rider-Lorrie-Voytek.php
https://www.umaryland.edu/parking/alternative-transportation/mta-commuter-benefits/
https://elm.umaryland.edu/elm-stories/2022/ECOmmuters-Series-Laura-Cathcart.php
https://www.umaryland.edu/parking/alternative-transportation/bike-parking-facility/
https://www.umaryland.edu/sustainability/waste-minimization/specialty-recycling/
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Curious how you can properly dispose of various specialty materials on
UMB's campus? Visit the Specialty Recycling Collections page to get the
lowdown on how to recycle batteries, electronics, ink cartridges, and more.

Additional Resources
UMB Office of Sustainability Website
Baltimore City Office of Sustainability

Received this newsletter from a friend? Get
the latest information on events and volunteer
opportunities directly.

Join Our Newsle�er Email List

Have an upcoming event or opportunity
related to sustainability, the environment, or
social equity and justice? Tell us about it!

Submit a Newsle�er Item

Contact Us

Office of Sustainability
220 North Arch Street

Baltimore, Maryland 21201
sustainability@umaryland.edu

Follow us on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter for more event information and
resources.

        

Office of Sustainability, University of Maryland, Baltimore
https://www.umaryland.edu/sustainability

https://www.umaryland.edu/sustainability/
https://www.baltimoresustainability.org/
https://form.jotform.com/220543736156152
https://form.jotform.com/220544194883158
mailto:sustainability@umaryland.edu
https://www.facebook.com/SustainableUMB
https://www.instagram.com/sustainableumb/
https://twitter.com/SustainableUMB
https://www.umaryland.edu/sustainability

