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WELCOME TO THE DISRUPTOR!

We are so excited to share the first issue of The Disruptor for the 2021-2022
season! The Disruptor is a completely student-led journal created by a
former School of Social Work Student, Anna Britton in 2020. We are proud
to be the team that will continue bringing important topics to light using
this journal. We will cover a variety of topics this academic year and look
forward to sharing them all with you.

The theme of this first issue is Reflections on the Past, Looking Toward the
Future. In this issue, we honor the history of The Disruptor with a look
back at the different topics covered in previous issues. We then talk about a
variety of issues identified by the student body that we plan to cover over
the coming months. 

As this is a student-led journal, we are always open to hear from you! If you
would like to share any thoughts, ideas, or feedback, please email us at
sswstudentjournal@gmail.com. We are also always looking to add to our
team, if you are interested in writing, editing, or providing artwork for the
journal, please let us know. We would be glad to welcome you to the team.

We hope you enjoy this issue and thank you for reading.

-The Disruptor Team



The Disruptor was meant as a democratic exercise of the Social
Work student body, housed in SWCOS, and has the potential to lift
up community voices in addition to those of students. The ultimate
goal of The Disruptor is to share with students the notion that we
are valuable, that we deserve better: for both ourselves and our
clients. 

The current incarnation of The Disruptor is based on work of
students who previously attended University of Maryland,
Baltimore School of Social Work (UMB SSW) and covers a wide
range of topics, broad and specific. The previous issues of The
Disruptor focused on injustices stemming, from the War on Drugs,
COVID-19, and Racism, to name just a few.

In celebration of the recently added Structural Oppression course,
for which past generations of students rallied in support, The
Disruptor ran articles in February of 2021 that provided context to
vaccine hesitancy, rising anxiety and depression cases, and the
events of Jan. 6th. These developments have roots in systemic
oppression from multiple angles, including race, disability, and
class. UMB SSW is complicit in adding to this oppression by
churning out social workers who believe they must undersell and
overwork themselves for jobs with systematically unsustainable
working conditions. The school dragged its feet to acknowledge the
past - and it hasn’t given social work students to change the future. 

For the March issue, the social work profession was front and
center. This issue focused on social work’s connections to
Feminism, Language Use, and Professional Relationships. The
prompt that both students and faculty filled out asked the simple
question “Why Social Work?” This stimulates the passion of
students for the field and breaks down the assumption that social
work is apolitical.
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Steven Isaacson 

https://sswstudentjournal.wixsite.com/thedisruptor/post/february-2021
https://sswstudentjournal.wixsite.com/thedisruptor/post/march-2021
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In April, the Special 4/20 Issue was
released, exploring topics related to
medicine, substance use, policing,
and doulas. This was an issue favored
heavily by The Disruptor staff
because of the wide scope of issues
discussed, that ultimately connect
back to Social Work. The overall
message this issue hoped to send is
that the negative stigma against the
use of certain drugs was a means of
controlling certain groups while
current research suggests many
benefits of certain use of drugs that
could assist mental health
practitioners with clients suffering
from varying mental health issues
(i.e. major depressive disorders,
PTSD, etc.).
 
The article provides updates on
where we stand on the federal level
(with a possibility of declassification),
where we could be on a state level,
and why the School of Social Work
should join forces with the School of
Pharmacy to promote curricula that
teaches and prepares future social
work practitioners to be leading
pioneers in this new,
groundbreaking field of study.
Though UMB SSW is bound by
Council on Social Work Education
(CSWE) and University System of
Maryland (USM) standards and
regulations, UMB has the potential to
rise above as a pioneer for just and
forward-thinking social work
education. 

REFLECTIONS ON THE PAST (CONT.)

FALL '20-SPRING '21 DISRUPTOR COVERS

The last issue released in May of 2021
was directed as a send-off to the
Senior members of The Disruptor
staff and acted as an amplifier for the
wise, unto the new. Students were
given open prompts to share their
experiences in SSW and students
responded with thoughtful and
legitimate critiques of how Social
Work education is taught and how
learning is assessed.

The Disruptor has published a
number of issues relating current
events to the experiences of social
work students. On the heels of the
Black Lives Matter Summer
uprisings, this student journal served
as a way for students to level the
power dynamic between staff and
clients. Because social workers help
solve social problems: but we are
part of the working class as well. 

https://sswstudentjournal.wixsite.com/thedisruptor/post/special-issue-4-20
https://sswstudentjournal.wixsite.com/thedisruptor/post/may-2021


 
CALLING ALL SSW 

STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS!!
 

Are you part of an organization in The School of Social Work (SSW)? 

Have an event coming up that you would like to share with others?

Are you working on an important cause that you would like to have
more help with?

Has your organization accomplished something that you want to
share with the SSW?

Well, look no further. You can have your organization highlighted in
the next issue of The Disruptor! 

Simply email us at: sswstudentjournal@gmail.com and one of our
editors will contact you to get more information for your feature. 

 
YOUR FEATURE 

HERE!



LOOKING TOWARD THE FUTURE
SHANNON CHEEK

We are incredibly grateful for
the work of creator Anna
Britton and students both
former and current that have
contributed to making The
Disruptor a success. As we
move forward with the journal,
we will continue to honor the
mission of covering topics and
issues that we all hold close to
our hearts. As with past issues
of the Disruptor, the topics
covered by this student-led
journal will range from broad
to specific and we will always
be open to feedback and ideas
from all of you.

The Spring 2022 semester will
open with a focus on our
education as future social
workers at The University of
Maryland Baltimore, School of
Social Work (UMB SSW).
Specifically, we will focus on
bringing to light important topics
that students want to see
included in our curriculum to
better prepare us to serve our
clients. This is an exciting issue
that we hope will open space for
discussion aboutabout the future
of the SSW.

We have also committed to
making the Special 4/20 Issue an
annual release, which will focus
on alternative drug therapies,
drug policy, and how this is
relevant to social work practice.

Our team will continue curating
The Disruptor to ensure SSW
students feel valuable and are
having their voices heard. We are
excited to be back in action and
can not wait to share new issues
of The Disruptor with you!


