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PATIENTS
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N E W S L E T T E R

Community Partner
NaTasha Horton 

Facebook Live Highlights
Real Talk with Rodney & Bj's Corner

Next Steps for the
PATIENTS Professors Academy
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A Message from
The PATIENTS Program

Spring is the season of new beginnings, and the PATIENTS Program is seeing so many 
new projects start to blossom! Applications for the PATIENTS Professors Academy are 
being accepted and reviewed. Projects like CO-DRIVEN and NIA R24 Building Trust to 
Enhance Diversity in Aging Research are working with our community members to bring 
their voice into research projects. Check out the updates on those projects and others in 
this issue. 

PATIENTS Day is back! Save the date of August 16th as we come together to celebrate 
the efforts of our community partners and showcase the research we work on together. 
The day will have panel discussions, a health fair, and more. We are excited to spring into 
a new season!
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Updates
PROJECT

CEAL 
NIH Community Engagement Alliance (CEAL)

The first year of CEAL has come to a close. We are waiting to see if we will be 
renewed for another year. Our community members have spent the last couple of 
months reviewing and fine tuning the processes for conducting Community Think 
Tank on Research sessions. We revitalized a few of our procedures for the second 
year, if awarded. In January, the project manager for the CEAL was on an episode 
of Real Talk with Rodney. She provided a deeper dive into her perspective of this 
amazing and innovative project. 

Click Here to view: https://www.facebook.com/PATIENTSProgram/
videos/244055854604550 

CO-DRIVEN
The CO-DRIVEN team is preparing to have its pilot studio, where one of our 
researchers will present one of their projects to the team and our community 
members will give feedback. We are also very excited to announce that our fourth 
CO-DRIVEN virtual learning session is set to take place in May and will take place in 
person. More details to come.

COMMIT-EQ
COmmunity Mistrust and Measures of Institutional 

Trustworthiness to Advance Health EQuity Research

We received word from the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) that we were awarded 
$1.0 million dollars in funding for this project. This project looks at why people in the 
West Baltimore community choose not to take part in clinical trials. By working with our 
partners at Mount Lebanon Baptist Church, CVS Health, and our community advisory 
board, we plan to co-create a tool kit as a resource for including equity in COVID-19 
clinical trial protocol development and implementation.
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COMMIT
COmmunity Mistrust and Measures of Institutional Trustworthiness 

Based on our partnership with Mount Lebanon Baptist Church, and a new initiative 
the church is planning with CVS Health, the PATIENTS Program received a $1.2 
million grant from the National Institute on Minority Health and Health Disparities 
under the Rapid Acceleration of Diagnostics for Underserved Populations 
initiative for a project titled “COmmunity Mistrust and Measures of Institutional 
Trustworthiness (COMMIT).” 

The project will work with a stakeholder advisory board and our partners to design 
a model for trustworthy community-engaged research partnerships to address 
social, ethical, and behavioral effects of COVID-19 testing and research. The 
project will also codevelop a memorandum of commitment (MOC) template for 
community-engaged research partnerships to advance trust through trustworthiness, 
transparency, and respect.

Developing Provocative Questions:

Over 100 people went to the two-day online conference for this PCORI funded 
project on Active Surveillance. The conference was a success as the people who 
attended enjoyed the conversations where patients led the dialogue and shared 
their experiences. We are working on video highlights of the conference and a list of 
provocative questions for future prostate cancer research. 

The Prostate Cancer Active Surveillance Research Initiative   

NIA Bioethics Supplement
We are looking for older adults who have trouble with their memory and the people 
who take care of them to take part in interviews. These interviews will talk about 
what may get in the way of taking part in research and the best ways to get involved 
and interested in research. So far, we have talked to 7 older adults and 3 caregivers 
for this project.  

NIA R24
Signing up for the NIA Registry lets you share what you think on health topics with 
others in and around your communities. The registry keeps growing and if you want 
to join, contact Rodney Elliott at relliott@rx.umaryland.edu or (410) 706-7312. 
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Rx-DEBT
Pharmacy Student and New Practitioner Educational Debt and Burnout   

We want to learn how student debt may affect pharmacists' jobs and personal lives. 
We also want to know how pharmacy students and recent pharmacy graduates feel 
about the loan payment suspension period brought on by COVID-19. We have talked 
to 20 current pharmacy students and 20 pharmacy graduates and are now analyzing 
the conversations.

PREP-IT
The PREP-IT Trial held its quarterly stakeholder advisory board meeting in February 
where we talked about our plans for revising an infographic that we worked on over 
the past year. We are excited to enter this phase of “delivering” what was done 
during the trial.

The FDA One Health Initiative 
We want to find and look at COVID-19 data. We want to know what the public 
thinks about COVID-19 and what it does to their pets and their environment. We 
are currently looking at information from the Advisory Committee, social media 
comments, and other FDA data about One Health. The information we learn from 
this study would be the basis for our focus groups. We will also test different 
messages to see if the public understands our research results. We will look at 
machine learning and artificial intelligence options. 

PATIENTS Program team members Michelle Medeiros, MS, MA, CCRP, Director 
of Research and Hillary Edwards, MPH, Director of Methodological Research and 
Evaluation along with Dr. Claudia Baquet have published an article titled Research 
in the USA on COVID-19s long-term effects: measures needed to ensure black, 
indigenous and Latinx communities are not left behind in the Journal of Medical 
Ethics. The article discusses considerations for including affected communities, 
stakeholders, and leaders from communities of color in the planning and 
implementation of Long COVID-19 research. 

New Published Article!  

http://jme.bmj.com/cgi/rapidpdf/medethics-2021-107436?ijkey=U1NiDvT5HJ0Rgm7&keytype=ref
http://jme.bmj.com/cgi/rapidpdf/medethics-2021-107436?ijkey=U1NiDvT5HJ0Rgm7&keytype=ref
http://jme.bmj.com/cgi/rapidpdf/medethics-2021-107436?ijkey=U1NiDvT5HJ0Rgm7&keytype=ref
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NaTasha Horton

Partner Spotlight
COMMUNITY

NaTasha Horton, MBA, is the Vice President, Community 
Development Manager at Truist. She has been a featured guest 
on Real Talk with Rodney Facebook Live episodes as part of a 
campaign titled “Your Health Your Voice.” The campaign explored 
how your financial health can impact your physical, mental, and 
spiritual health. Ms. Horton presented on budgeting in a crisis and 
how it relates to financial health and more.  
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When and how did you first get involved with 
the PATIENTS Program?  

I met Dr. Mullins and Rodney Elliot in 2019. We discussed the 
PATIENTS Program and their community partnerships.

Is there a project that you most enjoyed being a 
part of with the PATIENTS Program?  

I enjoyed presenting this past Fall on the Facebook Live Real Talk 
with Rodney episodes where we talked about financial health. I was 
able to present important and helpful information regarding savings 
and budgeting to those listeners who joined. I was also able to 
answer questions from the listeners. 

Why do you continue to work with the 
PATIENTS Program?  

I believe the PATIENTS Program provides the community with 
valuable resources and information.

What are your future plans with the PATIENTS 
Program? Any involvement in potential 
projects?

Currently, I am a community advisory member of the Community 
Think Tank on Research which includes engagement programming 
to continue rebuilding trust and confidence in patient-centered 
medical research, particularly among African Americans. 

The program brings researchers into the Think Tank to get 
community feedback on their proposed projects.
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Live Events
FACEBOOK

We continue to enjoy our conversations with our featured guests on our Real Talk with 
Rodney and Bj’s Corner Facebook Live events!

Click on any of the quotes from the guests below to watch their Facebook Live episode!

Rodney Elliott, Engagement 
Specialist with the PATIENTS 
Program

Andrelle Mathelier, BA, 
Program Specialist with the 
PATIENTS Program

“We wanted to stay connected during the pandemic and let our 
community know they still had a seat at the table when it comes to 
research, and Real Talk with Rodney was that.  We found ways to stay 
connected with our shows and still be engaged in research as we held 
focus groups, webinars, and seminars. Our listeners feel safe here and 
still have a way to be engaged.” Rodney Elliott, Engagement Specialist 
with the PATIENTS Program, discussing the past year in review on the 
January 27th episode of Real Talk with Rodney. 

“The think tank is meaningful because it gives non-research community 
persons the opportunity to provide impactful counsel to PIs preparing to 
do community engaged research. Imagine community members having 
the opportunity and authority to shape research for the benefit of the 
participants involved. That is paradigm shifting.” Andrelle Mathelier, 
Program Specialist with the PATIENTS Program quoting Pastor Lance, 
community member participant with the Community Think Tank, on the 
February 24th episode of Real Talk with Rodney.  

Click here to watch the episode!

Click here to watch the episode!

Dr. Claudia Baquet, Affiliate 
Professor, Pharmaceutical 
Health Services Research 
at the University of Maryland 
School of Pharmacy

“We have the community that’s experienced the discrimination or the 
lack of being valued as well as the researchers in the same room so 
that there can be a dialogue.” Dr. Claudia Baquet, Affiliate Professor at 
the University of Maryland School of Pharmacy, and advocate for equity 
in health care, talking about building trust in the community regarding 
research on the March 24th episode of Real Talk with Rodney. 

Click here to watch the episode!

https://www.facebook.com/PATIENTSProgram/videos/609017116865110 
https://www.facebook.com/PATIENTSProgram/videos/244055854604550 
https://www.facebook.com/PATIENTSProgram/videos/370686481585994
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TUESDAY, AUGUST 16
10 a.m. - 2 p.m. EDT 

Stay tuned for more information!!

UMB Community Engagement Center (CEC)
16 South Poppleton Street
Baltimore, Maryland 21201

at UMB Community Engagement Center
2022 PATIENTS DAY

SAVE THE DATE
2022 PATIENTS DAY



PATIENTS Professors APATIENTS Professors A……

https://umaryland.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9T8WTWdVdXxsVzE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lg5_byebuAY
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJRJfD-Lnx7qrV0yeLGA5HQ?feature=emb_ch_name_ex
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FOLLOW US!
Youtube
https://www.youtube.com/c/thepatientsprogram

Facebook

LinkedIn

https://www.facebook.com/PATIENTSProgram/

https://www.linkedin.com/in/the-patients-program   

Twitter
https://twitter.com/PatientsProgram   

https://www.youtube.com/c/thepatientsprogram
https://www.facebook.com/PATIENTSProgram/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/the-patients-program
https://twitter.com/PatientsProgram

