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Charlestown May 18th 65 [1865] 
My dear Eugene 
  Yrs. [yours] of the 14th Inst. [Instant] (post-marked 17th) arrived by mail today and I 
hasten to write in reply. For ten days past, Ches. & myself have walked out to the Depot, with the 
expectation of seeing either you or George arrive, perhaps both. We did not if come to write, as we felt 
so confident of yr. [your] return to us from day to day. Your letter of to-day [today] we are sorry to find, 
tells us to postpone all hope of seeing you for the present. I wrote to Mr. Riddle at Wilmington some 
weeks since, hoping through his influence to have you discharged upon the parole of Lee’s army – but as 
the oath is required of others, of course it will be required from you. Write to Mr. R. and state your case 
to him. I am sure he will do all for you that can be done. Address “Hon. Geo. [Honorable George] Read 
Riddle, U.S. Senator, Wilmington, Delaware.”  
Our town is now quite aroused from its late dull monotony. The stores full of choice goods – and the 
streets constantly thronged with citizens and soldiers, among whom, are all of your old friends & 
schoolmates, who have survived the war. George & yourself are, I believe, the only two now absent. I 
hope, however in a few days you will be discharged, and will be here to enjoy old home once more, and 
the society of all yr. [your] young friends. 
I am exceedingly anxious, to go to the North West and should have gone before this, but that I felt 
desirous of having you or yr. [your] brother here to remain with yr. [your] mother during your [crossed 
out] my absence. The young ladies now are quite numerous here, and several have grown up since the 
war commenced, making quite a charming accession to the number of former years. As usual the young 
folks are making merry over the return of friends & brothers, and “parties” are occasionally given to 
enliven the evening hours. We have no tidings from your sister or James, and of course feel some 
measure of uneasiness - nor have we had any news of Henry since you were at Ripon Lodge.  
When you write again, direct yr. [your] letter to me here as formerly as we have now a post office in 
town. Your mother and the children send their love, and all your female friends desire to be 
remembered to you. Yr. [your] Uncle W. is still in Baltimore. All well and most anxious to see you at 
home. 

Yr. aff. [your affectionate] Father, 
L.C. Cordell 

 




