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Columbus, Ga. Dec. 15, 1864 
Dear Eugene. 
  Your letter of 20th Nov. last was recd. [received] this morning. I have received all of your 
letters and have replied promptly to all. I answered your letter from Lynchburg. (written after battle of 
Sept. 19th) the day I recd. [received] it and enclosed in it 100$. Thinking you might be in need of some 
money. I directed it as you told me in your letter and hope ere this you may have received it. I am 
delighted to hear from you again, as I feared some mishap had befallen you in the battle of Oct 19th. – 
Your old Genl. [General] Breckinridge is doing gallant seems in East Tennessee, and has already 
delivered that portion of the state from the Yankees. Isn’t Hoods movement a grand one? We hear that 
after his defeat of Thomas, he has crossed the Cumberland, and is now in Tennessee [crossed out]. 
Kentucky. Forrest is very strong, and is circling around Nashville, keeping Thomas shut up there, whilst 
Hood will cut off supplies and raise not only recruits but the very d__l [devil] in Kentucky. Shermans fate 
is still undecided, but before you receive this he will either have “made a spoon, or spoil a horn”. He has 
suffered a good deal in various ways, & his struggles are being picked up in droves. Gen. [General] 
Beauregard no doubt will give Sherman a battle before he gains the coast. We have I believe nearly as 
many men as Sherman, a good portion of them being veteran troops. The people of Georgia show very 
little spirit in this emergency, and but very few have responded to the Gov. [Governor] proclamation, 
calling everyone to the field. S. Carolina has done far better. Co-operating forces (aiming to assist 
Sherman) have been badly defeated at Pocataligo, Grahamsville, & Coosawhatchie on the Charleston & 
Savannah R.R. [Railroad]. 
I am glad to hear from Ripon but am sorry to learn that our folks there have been badly treated, though 
they could expect nothing better from the myrmidones [sic, myrmidons] of the “best Govt. 
[government] the world ever saw.” I trust that Mosby will retaliate in Pennsylvania. I see that Sheridan 
orders all secessionists in Jefferson & Clarke arrested & sent to Fort Warren, if the W. & Potomac R.R. 
[railroad] is interfered with by “Guerillas.” Why our Govt. [government] don’t let Lincoln understand 
that Mosby & his troops are regulars – and that they will retaliate to the fullest extent. I can’t 
understand. 
Tina & the children are very well, & send love to you. We are as comfortable as we could expect to be. I 
am now expecting to be ordered to Selina on duty at the Arsenal there. I will build a house there, or 
rather the Govt. [government] will for me. I wish the Dr. your mother & the children could join us. We 
could manage to get along. Write often. I have not heard from Henry or George since you wrote. 

Good Bye – 
Truly your brother. 

James Harding 
I may be able to help you in regards grey cloth – at 30$ pr. [per] yard. Which will make you a full suit.  


