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3 
Princeton Novr. 21st 1862 

 
My dear Parents, 
  I hardly know whether a letter can reach you or not but from all accounts from the 
papers, I suppose that the Valley is not yet occupied. It is almost impossible to hear correctly. From your 
not writing, I conclude that either the mail is imperfect or you cannot write. I have as yet only recd. 
[received] two letters from you, one dated Oct. 5th, the other Oct. 30th. I wrote you one about a week 
ago from this place. We are still stationed here waiting I suppose for the enemy to go into winter-
quarters. Col. [Colonel] McCausland of the 36th commands the Post & the forces stationed here. Brig.-
Genl. [Brigadier General] John Williams commands this Dept. [Department]. He is from Kentucky & 
relieved Genl. [General] Echols, who had previously relieved Genl. [General] Loring. This section has 
been remarkable ever since the war for the inefficiency of its Generals & for the smallness of its armies. 
First came Genl. [General] Wise, who never once met the enemy, but had a sort of disorganized mob 
called a Legion, & surrounded himself with a set of worthless favorites, whom every body [sic, 
everybody] despised. Next came Genl. [General] Floyd who effected more probably according to the size 
of his force than any other, but was remarkable for the sufferings which his men endured under him, & 
for the hatred which he bore to Genl. [General] Wise. Next came Genl. [General] Heath whose every 
movement was a failure, & ended in the grand battle of Lewisburg of which you have doubtless heard, - 
as it is the most disgraceful thing that has happened during the War. Then came Marshall who effected 
nothing. Then Loring “who has been in the service all his life.” His conduct in the Valley where he 
showed great cowardice & positively disobeyed his orders for which he was relieved & disgraced is well 
known here. Then came Genl. [General] Echols a Politician, & I expect a man of very little military ability 
as he did nothing to show it. Finally Genl. [General] Williams of whom but little is thought. Col. [Colonel] 
McCausland is a fine officer & a brave man. He was an instructor at the V.M.I. [Virginia Military Institute] 
but had left there before I arrived. The only two officers present now in our Co. [Company] (“C”) are the 
Capt. [Captain] & myself. 1st Lt. [First Lieutenant] Early got a bayonet wound in the foot at Richmond & 
has never recovered. 2nd Lt. [Second Lieutenant] Darlington resigned the day before yesterday & is going 
to South Carolina, for his health being in a pretty bad consumption. We mess together, & employ one of 
the men to cook for us. Capt. [Captain] Dews wrote this morning for his servant man, in Greenbrier, who 
when he comes will cook for us. There is a great difficulty about cooking vessels. We have only 2 or 3 
knives, one fork, a spoon or two, a skillet, a pot, 2 pans & 4 plates. Such is our mess equipment. If I could 
get home I had thought about getting Jess, if I could. But I must close. I drew my pay the other day, 
amounting to $235. My Debts were about $70 or $80.  

As ever your devoted Son –  
Eugene F. Cordell – 

P.S. Nov 22nd – I will add a few lines before closing. There is a very nice family living in what used to be 
the town of Princeton. They have two very nice young ladies – the most genteel & best educated I have 
met in this inhospitable country. They have a good Piano, & one of them sings very sweetly. They play 
duets together also. I have been recalling some of the pieces that I used to play – but as for the “Magic 
Bell,” “Musette-di-Nina,” & the ‘last Rose of summer,’ it is a useless job. The ladies also play chess & 
baggammon [sic, backgammon]. I heard the other day that some 50 of the inhabitants of Charlestown 
had been arrested. Of course I am very uneasy to know who they are. Write to me without fail at this 
place. To make it sure that your letter will reach me you had better write 2, at about 2 or 3 days interval. 
I have written several times to Bro. James, but never recd. [received] any answer. Give my best 
remembrance, to all my friends, particularly Misses Maxwells, & others. Kiss little Meg. -- -- -------- 

Your son – 
E. F. Cordell 

--


