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   2.   
Fayetteville Fayette Co [County] Va 

September 15th 1862 
 

My dearest Parents, 
  As our beloved Valley is once more free from the oppression of the enemy I shall write 
you trusting that some mail arrangements have been made long before this. The last account from 
Jefferson, was in a short paragraph of one of the Richmond papers & spoke of the little exploit of Rouse 
at Springfield. Our Army began its march from Giles C.H. [Courthouse] westward on the 7th. Passing 
through Mercer & Raleigh Co. [County], was found a scene of devastation & ruin that exceeded 
something I have before witnessed. All the houses & fences on the road were burnt down, with but one 
or two exceptions. The little Village of Raleigh was completely torn to pieces, & this one has even fared 
worse if possible. When our Army arrived near this Village, (our Regt [regiment] has been detailed as a 
rear guard to protect the wagons from Union men) it found the enemy strongly entrenched. A column 
was sent around, & posted so as to rub off their retreat. That night the Yankees about 2 o’clock, went 
out in force & escaped through our men who had recd. [received] orders not to fire on them. They 
carried all their artillery & wagons. There was a pretty severe fight on the 11th in the evening when our 
force first came up in rear of the town. It is impossible to state the exact loss on either side, but it was 
not large on our, some 30 odd Yankees probably killed, amongst them a Col. [Colonel] our troops 
immediately pursued them towards Cort. [Courthouse] Hill. They were endeavoring to get to the ferry 
just below the junction of Gauley & New Rivers. We got up so close upon them that some of the 36th Va 
Regt. [Regiment] jumped in the river, swam across, put out the fire which was about to destroy the ferry 
boat, (the man who was in it as guard making no resistance) brought it back & our troops immediately 
crossed. Our Regt. [regiment] followed & went to Gauley Bridge just above the Ferry the day after the 
other had crossed over. We occupied the same tents the enemy had occupied the day before. The day 
before yesterday our Company was ordered over here with 95 prisoners. We are stationed here 
guarding them. They are confined in the jail & all seem to be delighted to be taken as they will not have 
to fight any more.  
The last news from our Army was what we heard yesterday – that we had driven them through the 
streets of Charleston some 50 miles down the river. I informed you in my letter to Cousin Thos. 
[Thomas] Byrd that I had been appointed Lieutenant in Col. [Colonel] Jones old Co. [Company]. It is very 
small not having at this time over 20 effective men. If this news be true of the capture of Cincinnati by 
Kirby Smith & the rescue of Maryland by Jackson. The war is nearly over & we can go to our homes in 
Peace. If it continues I shall certainly come to see you this Winter about Christmas. But I must close. 
Love to all my friends, 

Kiss for Sister & Meggie –  
Your devoted Son –  
Eugene F. Cordell – 

Direct to me care of Genl. [General] Echols Giles C.H. [Courthouse] Va  


