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Near Gordonsville. Aug. 2nd, 1862 

Dearest Parents, 

 We reached this place from before Richmond on the 29th ult. [ultimo]. Yesterday I visited for the 
1st time since leaving home my friends of the 2nd. I found them some 2 miles off in the woods. Ben White 
is quite sick with fever & chronic diarhrea [sic, diarrhea]. The former [sic, crossed out] latter disease he 
contracted while near Richmond and went up on a sick leave to “Greenwood” Hospital on the Central 
R.R. [railroad] near the Blue Ridge. Where his Uncle Hugh McGuire has charge. Learning however that 
his Regt. [regiment] had moved up here & would probably make a move towards home, he became 
impatient & rejoined them too soon & is now suffering with symptoms of Typhoid. He told me yesterday 
that if he did not get better he would get a sick leave & go to Charlottesville. I had a very nice driver with 
Jno. [Jonathan] Keerl, David Howell, Bul Beard & others. They had every thing so clean & well cooked 
that it contrasted strongly with our Western men, who though accustomed to hard work all their lives 
give up the pain of cooking to men that never cooked a meal before the war. Bunch Brown was well. 
Col. [Colonel] Botts was absent with chronic Diarhrea [sic, diarrhea], & it was said would resign on acct. 
[account] of health. Wordy & Tin Moore, Lieuts. [Lieutenants], were both well – Charley Stewart also. I 
am again Actg. Adjt. [Acting Adjutant]. Capt. [Captain] Pollick who was apptd. [appointed] Adjt. 
[Adjutant] on the reorganization of the forces is sick in Charlottesville. Col. [Colonel] Starke is still with 
us. Lt. Col. [Lieutenant Colonel] Corley is now Chief Quartermaster of the Army of the Peninsula. B.H. 
Jones is our Let. Col. [Lieutenant Colonel] & J.C. Summers – Major. We were in three of the Battles 
before Richmond – Thursday’s (the opening fight), Friday’s & Monday’s. During the Tuesday Battle we 
were in reserve. On Monday we charged & took a Battery from the Yankees. When I return home, (if 
such a blessing shall ever befall me) or see you again, I will tell you all about these terrific conflicts in 
which we were most hotly engaged. I saw Brother James in Richmond a week or two ago. He came out 
to Camp, & took me in with him. I remained with him at the Spottswood from Thursday until Sunday 
evening & had a most delightful time. He had resigned the position of Quartermaster & gotten the 
appointment of Capt. [Captain] of Artillery & ordered for duty to Columbus, Miss. He was suffering from 
chronic Diarhoea [sic, diarrhea], & said he was going up to Charlottesville where Brother H. [Henry] is, to 
stay awhile & if possible try & get to see Sister & you all before going southwest. He thought of bringing 
you south. He was very kind to me, lent me $5 & would not permit me to pay a bit of board. Brother H. 
[Henry] is doing nothing in Charlottesville – Wst. Va. Alexander is in Rockbridge having left Greenbrier 
when the evening came in. There are a great many refugees in Charlottesville. Cousin Thos. [Thomas] 
Byrd & wife were there. Bush Cook is there. I have not gotten my appoint [appointment] of Cadet & 
have given up all hope of getting it for a long time to come. I expect however a Lieutenancy in this Regt. 
[Regiment]. I had the honor of being well mentioned in Col. [Colonel] Starke’s report of the Battle before 
Richmond. You have no idea, my dear parents how anxious I am to see you again & Meg & the children 
& Sister. We are very tired of this war. I would gladly give anything for an honorable peace, but we shall 
continue, if the enemy persist in their efforts to subdue & conquer us, to fight, & fight harder until either 
we have forced them to a peace that shall be honorable or fallen in the attempt. It is folly for them to 
think of subduing us. It would take a force of three times ours, even to be victorious. They have no idea 
of the determination & desperation of our men. There are beginning now to see & feel that there will be 
no close to the war except by the victory of our arms & they fight like tigers, as for example at 
Richmond. You hear I suppose frequently from Grandma & Cassius. Give my best love to them & tell 



them I think of them many-many times & of the pleasures which I enjoyed with them in dear old 
Alexandria.  

 I have had remarkably good health since I last heard from you in So. Ca. in February. I saw a man 
of the 2nd yesterday just from Charlestown & he saw Pa on the street just the day before he left but did 
not speak to him. If you see any opportunities of this kind – send me a letter, & let me hear once more 
from you. Our prospects are I think brightening up. We are not so closely pressed as we were & our 
army is at this moment fully as large & in better condition for fighting than that of the enemy. Europe 
too is looking upon us with more favor. The delightful mess we used to have was broken up several 
months ago & I am now messing with some of Co. [Company] C’s (my Co. [Company]) men. But I must 
close, hoping that by some good fortune this letter may reach you safely & leaving you in the care & 
under the protection of the mighty God & trusting that the war may soon end to our honour [sic, honor] 
& we may again meet at home. 

I remain your affectionate 

Son- 

Sergeant Major – 

60th Va Regt. [Regiment] 

P.S. I have not signed my name knowing that you understand by what I have written & fearing best it 
may bring some harm to you. 

E. …… 




