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Camp Goochland, 5 miles from Richmond 
Friday, June 13th 1862 11 am 

My dear Brother, 
  As I have received no reply to the letter which I wrote you from the neighborhood of 
Fredericksburg, I take it for granted that my letter has failed to reach you, or you are too much engaged, 
or perhaps the reply may have failed to reach me. Another letter however may be of interest, & can be 
of no harm, so here goes. 
  As you see by the heading of this page we are in the vicinity of Richmond & on the 
extreme left of our line. Genl. [General] A.P. Hill (a different man from the Hill who commanded at the 
late Battle) is our Divn. [Division] General, and is said to be a man of great energy & a thorough soldier. 
Brig. Genl. [Brigadier General] C.W. Field, commands our Brigade, which is composed of the 40th Va. Col. 
[Colonel] Brockenbrough, 55th Va. Col. [Colonel] Mallory, the 60th (ours) Va, Col. [Colonel] Starke, the 5th 
Ala. Batt. [Alabama Battalion] Lt. Col. [Lieutenant Colonel] Mallory [sic, crossed out] Walker & a 
Battalion of artillery under Major Walker. Genl. [General] Gregg’s S. Ca. Brigade, Genl. [General] Jos. 
[Joseph] R. Anderson’s, Genl. [General] Branche’s [sic, Branch’s] N.C. & some other new Brigades 
compose our Divn. [Division]. We are stationed near the Central R.R. [railroad] where it crosses the 
Chickahominy. Our pickets are only some 2 to 300 yards distant on the side of the R.R. [railroad] track, 
the enemy’s about 150 yards further on another Bridge. They have exchanges papers several times 
lately, one person advancing from each side. While they were relieving their pickets day before 
yesterday evening, a shell was sent from one of the Parrott guns on the hill just above us, & belonging to 
Captain Pegram’s Battery, which lit right in their midst, & made them scatter at double quick into the 
neighboring woods. We were met in the Battle of the 31st & 1st instant. It was further down the line to 
our right.  
I spent last Monday in Richmond where I expected to meet Brother Henry but upon enquiring at his 
boarding house (Bradford’s just below the Exchange) I was informed that he has left them & gone off on 
the Cars to Staunton week before the last. I heard some news from home through Ned Rector, who 
together with the 2nd Va. Regt. [regiment] spent from 2 P.M. of one evening until the next morning in 
Charlestown. I did not see Rector myself but saw Dan Lucas & old Mr. Blessing the confectioner who had 
seen him. Jno. [Jonathan] Kennedy had been compelled to leave Charlestown with the Yankees in their 
retreat, on account of his sympathy with them. Andrew who has heretofore remained at home offered 
his services to Genl. [General] Ewell as vol. A.D.C. [Aide de Camp] & consequently when our troops had 
to retreat was in almost a bad a fix as John. The negroes had all run off. The Market House had been 
burnt, not the depot as at first reported. Pa was there boarding at Miss Sarah Bealls. Ma at Uncle 
William’s cooking for the family. 
I saw Mr. Boteler in Richmond a short time ago & he told me that my for a Cadetship was certain that I 
was the only applicant from my district – that more of the appmts. [appointments] had yet been made, 
but he had urged mine as a special appmt. [appointment] & had been to see the President several times 
especially on this subject – that he was looking daily for them to be made. My present position of 
Sergeant Major is a quite pleasant one, but I should much rather have a commissioned office. I should 
like very much the position of Adjt. [Adjutant] to a Regt. [Regiment] in which I have had considerable 
experience, having served in that capacity under an old army officer for several months, or the position 
of staff officer to some General. If I succeed in getting the Cadetship I shall try & get into one of those 
positions.  The news from the Valley is the all absorbing topic of the day. He is being reinforced 
heavily now & will shortly have an army numbering 40000 men, with which I believe he will be able to 
drive the enemy entirely out of the beautiful Valley. I suppose you are anxiously watching the 
movements of our troops here. Though I do not know of course certainly the number of our forces in 
this neighborhood I think the estimate which I have heard mentioned of 80000 effective men is about 
correct. Genl. [General] Lee now commands this army as well as the Department of Northern Va. Genl. 



[General] Johnston was wounded in the late Battle in the shoulder, not very seriously but so as to render 
him unfit for holding command of the army; consequently it was turned over to Genl. [General] Lee. You 
cannot imagine how high everything is in Richmond now. My dinner the other day at a cheap hotel (the 
Richmond House) cost me $100. At the other Hotels it is $3.50 per day. Several flags of truce have 
passed between our pickets & the enemy’s at the Bridge, in one of which the other day Mr. Genl. 
[General] Lee was brought over to our lines. In the reorganization of our Regt. [regiment] Col. [Colonel] 
Starke was reelected. Two of the Captains were elected Let. Col. [Lieutenant Colonel] & Major. Capt. 
[Captain] Pollock a defeated Captain got in as 1st Let. [Lieutenant] & Adjt. [Adjutant] thereby cutting me 
out. I had been acting Adjutant ever since the 5th of March, had confined myself very closely to my 
duties which I endeavored, & believe I did, perform very satisfactorily at least more so than the present 
adjt. [adjutant] who is very much inclined to be lazy, discharging at the same time the duties of both 
Adjt. [adjutant] & Sgt. [Sergeant] Major which you must know are pretty onerous when properly 
performed, with no extra recompense beyond my $21 per month as Sergt. [Sergeant] Major; & yet 
though all the officers wanted me to have the position as they have since told me & were surprised that 
it was given to another, the present incumbent being very unpopular – yet – I was disregarded & 
another put in. I heard from Brother that Han Cordell is in the Yankee army in the Valley. I shall expect 
to hear from you shortly. Please let me hear soon. 

Very affectionately your Brother – 
Eugene F. Cordell 
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