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E.H.S [Episcopal High School] April 21st 1861 
My dear Mother, 
 We have been very much excited here for the past week or more, & have had more false reports 
flying about, many of them directly contradicting others, than you could imagine at any other place, 
than a school. Very little studying is being done here, now Ben. White says he cannot apply himself at 
all. He wrote home to his father for permission to leave, last week, and the reply told him to use his 
discretion. Mr. White had persuaded his mother to consent, though at 1st she was very decidedly 
opposed to it. Ben says he has promised the Rector not to leave until after Tuesday night, unless he get 
permission before. If he doesn’t get it, he is to start off on Wednesday. Since Willie Beall left, there has 
been much talk of going home. Two of the Virginia boys are going off tomorrow, one from Madison Co. 
[County], another from near Richmond. Several others have written, and expect an answer, still others, 
are going tonite [sic, tonight]. As for myself, I suppose you know what is near for me, and would have 
written if you desired my return. Ben has told me since I commenced writing that he and the Rector 
have considered Mr. White’s letter to the latter, and determined that Ben had better get ready 
tomorrow, and start off on Tuesday. He appears extremely excited and has several times made the 
proposition that we should start off on our own responsibility. He seems to think that I am not very 
patriotic, in not acceding to his proposal. Tell me in your next what you desire me to do. I will be guided 
by your decision entirely. When Ben leaves, I suppose that I being next in command will take his place. 
Our company now numbers about 36, some of whom intend to resign soon, as they are going away. We 
will lose a fine officer in Capt [Captain] White. He is exceedingly popular, and has such a pleasant 
disposition, never getting angry, that we cannot help liking him. One of the boys said that several of the 
students at the Seminary had expressed a desire to join our company, and another said that Mr. Orrick 
intendinged [sic, intended] doing so likewise. We shall have to make him Captain I reckon if he does. We 
drill now four times a week. On Monday evening after school, 1 ½ hours. On Thursday [evening after 
school, 1 ½ hours]. On Friday and Saturday morning before school 1 ½ hours each. The boys have made 
themselves some wooden guns and performs the manual pretty well. Last night the motion to adjourn, 
in the hall was passed and we substituted drilling in the manual. Monday morning 12 ½ P.M [12:30 pm]. 
Yesterday morning 18 of the Alex riflemen passed up the road, report said to give the Yankees in the 
upper part of the county orders to clear out. Their guns and ammunition were carried in a wagon. Just 
as they got opposite Mrs. Cary’s they gave three cheers in honor of a Secession flag raised there. The 
Steamer George Page (also the Colyer) was seized by the Rifleman in Alex. [Alexandria]  a day or two 
ago, and yesterday morning went down the River to transport some troops from the Aquia Creek to the 
White House (just below Mt. Vernon). Milton Wheat just from town this morning said that it was 
engaged in this duty today, and that the troops were erecting fortifications, batteries &c. at the White 
House, and in a few days very probably Fort Washington would be attacked by them. The object is to 
keep our supplies, troops &c. from reaching Washington. Lincoln is perfectly penned up, and will have to 
starve out or fight his way through Maryland. Fort W. [sic, Washington] is not strongly fortified on the 
land side, and could I expect be early taken by a few hundred men. The troops in A. [sic, Alexandria] are 
astir, and guarding the town. They have a good many cannon, most of which were brought up from 
Richmond. A company of Artillery came up yesterday. They have formed several new companies. One a 
company of cavalry numbering 60 or 70 called “Washington’s Home Guards. Another “Home Guard,” 
and another, of which I don’t know the name. They don’t allow them to carry any provision from 



Alexandria to W. [Washington] but fish. There is a rept. [report] that Col. [Colonel] Lee has accepted the 
command the command of Va troops. A great many officers have sent in their resignations but they will 
not receive them. They say that they are going to have them published in the papers here, and then 
won’t care whether they acept. [accept] them or not. There was a gent [gentleman] here the other day 
in this situation, Capt. [Captain] Mason of the Navy. Several of the Anapolis [sic, Annapolis] midshipmen 
also wish to resign but can’t get any notice taken of them. One Pinkney Mason a brother of one of our 
teachers can’t get away. He (teacher) has gone for him today. Has Jimmy Washington resigned yet? I 
suppose it would be best for me to join the Butt’s Greys wouldn’t it, when I come home. You must 
remember that I will be 18 years old on the 25th June. Four boys left this morning, one of them went off 
without permission leaving books and clothes except a few shirts that he took in a handkerchief. He was 
from Baltimore. One of the others was from Louisiana, and the rest from Va. Theo Garnett, last night 
recd [received] a dispatch telling him to get ready and come home immediately, and accordingly he 
went off this morning. I did not hear the reason why he went off so quickly, but he appeared perfectly 
happy. I am sorry he went for he was a gentlemanly boy and one of my particular friends. I forgot to add 
that there was another who bid us goodbye a few minutes ago. He was from Maryland. But there is the 
bell. Tell me all in your next of Harper’s Ferry and give me all the advice, I want.  

I remain as ever your devoted Son.  
E. F. Cordell 


