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Opportunities like this do not come along often. The stars have to line up just right. In this case, the stars were the University’s 

new Southern Management Corporation (SMC) Campus Center; the retirement of an admired colleague, former Graduate School 

dean Malinda Orlin, who was instrumental in making the SMC Campus Center possible; and the visit of a Ukrainian blacksmith to 

my home. 

The blacksmith was Anatoliy Rudik, and I first saw his work at a Blacksmith Guild meeting. It was a 6-foot-high tree made completely 

by hand in iron. Several years later, I finally found him and took a class with him. Two days later, he joined me at the University and we 

discussed options for a project here. There were several ideas, but the big, beautiful windows at the end of this SMC Campus Center 

hall begged for something. You will see what we finally chose, and created—he as the master and I as the journeyman blacksmith.

The iron artwork is an artistic representation of the English Elm tree that stood next to Davidge Hall, a nearby National Historic 

Landmark, and the handmade iron fence around it. Davidge Hall was built in 1812 and is emblematic of the University of Maryland 

School of Medicine. As the tree grew, the University also grew to become a great institution. Unfortunately, the University lost the aging 

English Elm tree 10 years ago, and with it, an important symbol. 

Part of our inspiration in planning this project was three visual ideas. One was that the two windows and the partition between 

them would appear, at a distance, as two sides of the tree with a large tree trunk between them. This would be similar to the Davidge 

Elm, which had large vines hanging from it. The second idea was that the light streaming through the windows would create many 

interesting shadows on the walls and floor throughout the day and bring this part of the SMC Campus Center alive. The third idea was 

that this beautiful tree would emerge to become visible as one walked up the graceful stairway at the other end of the hall. We will see if 

those ideas come true, but what a great way to remember the tree and its significance. 

Anatoliy and I worked approximately 500 hours on this project in my shop in Severna Park. We made hundreds of leaves and branches 

as a well-oiled team even though we could only communicate with our hands and through our actions, since he does not speak English 

and I do not speak Russian or Ukrainian. I look forward to his return to the U.S. and planning another project. 

Special thanks to: 
My wife, Leslie, who endured two months of sweaty blacksmiths working seven days a week on this project.  

Larry Pitrof, executive director of the Medical Alumni Association of the University of Maryland, who had 
the idea to memorialize the Davidge Elm in this manner, and who helped to fund the work. 

University of Maryland Baltimore Foundation board trustee David Hillman and the Southern Management 
Corporation, who provided the “canvas” for this magnificent artwork. 

Sam Fauver, Roy Novak, Wayne O’Donnell, and Lou Kawecki in Facilities Management, who moved and 
erected the ironwork. 

Nancy Gordon, senior director of University events, and Kate McManus, director of building operations and 
maintenance, who supported the project with their enthusiasm.

Dr. Jay Perman, University president, who gave me license to adorn this beautiful SMC Campus Center. 
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Bruce Jarrell, MD, FACS, the University’s chief academic and research officer, senior vice president, and 

dean of the Graduate School, is an accomplished metalsmith and member of the Blacksmith Guild of 

Central Maryland. His creations include the mace holder made for the School of Medicine in 2006 and 

the mace holder crafted for University President Jay A. Perman’s inauguration in 2010. 
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