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Please join faculty and staff at the University of Maryland School of 

Pharmacy in congratulating the members of our PhD in PHSR Class of 2021.  
 

These individuals have worked tirelessly to hone their knowledge and skills in the field of health services 

research and are now prepared to embark on rewarding careers across academia, government, and industry. 

PLEASE NOTE: The information provided below was self-submitted by members of the Class of 2021. The 

School of Pharmacy has made every effort to provide a complete and accurate listing of Class of 2021 spring 

graduates and their awards and honors. If we have made an error or omission, please accept our sincere 

apology and contact the Office of Communications and Marketing at marketing@rx.umaryland.edu so that 

we may correct this website. 

 

 

MEET THE GRADUATES 
 

 

HUSAM ALBARMAWI 

Doctor of Philosophy 

 

"The ultimate measure of a man is not where he stands in moments of comfort and convenience,  

but where he stands at times of challenge and controversy." – Martin Luther King, Jr. 

 

Favorite Memory: Late pizza nights at the office! 

 

Note of Thanks: I owe a debt of gratitude to my mentor, Dr. Onukwugha, who guided me  

through my PhD journey. I am also thankful to the PHSR faculty. Special thanks to my  

colleagues and friends who made this journey way less difficult. And, of course, I would  

not have completed my PhD without the support of my family and my wife. 

 

mailto:marketing@rx.umaryland.edu


Post-Graduation Plans: Currently, I work as an associate health economist at Genentech. 

 

 

 

 

LAURA GRESSLER 

Doctor of Philosophy 

 

Note of Thanks: I would like to thank my advisors and supervisor, Dr. Shaya, Dr. Mullins,  

and Dr. Marinac-Dabic, for their mentorship and guidance throughout. My fiancé,  

Alan Baltz, for his continued love, commitment, and faithful support towards me. Finally,  

I would like to thank my parents, Dr. Regine Weinkauff and Dr. Volker Gressler, for  

providing both inspiration and example, generous financial support, emotional stability,  

and instilling in me a desire of higher learning for the advancement of knowledge. I am  

forever grateful to them for their unconditional love and their continued support in all my pursuits. 

 

 
 

AIDA KUZUCAN 

Doctor of Philosophy 

 

 

 

 

THAM LE 

Doctor of Philosophy 

 

Note of Thanks: I would like to express my tremendous appreciation to my advisor  

Dr. Linda Simoni-Wastila, and the dissertation committee Drs. Margrét Bjarnadóttir,  

Larry Magder, Danya Qato, and Zafar Zafari. To my parents, no words can express my  

gratitude. I also thank my partner David, my siblings, grandparents, the Le Family, and  

the Riveras for their love and support. Lastly, I express my gratitude to the members of  

Dr. Wastila's team and the Peter Lamy Center on Drug Therapy and Aging; and PHSR  

faculty, staff, fellows, and students, especially Sean, Laura, Jackie, Alex, Ngan, Natalie,  



O'Mareen, and Rosie. To my other Vietnam and U.S. colleagues and friends, you are  

my champions. 

 

 

 

 

O'MAREEN SPENCE 

Doctor of Philosophy 

 


