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Grace Under Pressure
When Bruce Jarrell, MD, was appointed interim 
president of UMB in January 2020, the university 
and its schools were doing well, and the budget was 
stable; so he began contemplating a long-range plan 
for the institution. Then came the disturbing tweets 
from colleagues in Italy referencing a rapidly spreading 
virus. Since that time, he’s been managing in crisis 
mode—an inspiring display of leadership that confirmed 
his permanent appointment. (Cover photo by Matthew 

D’Agostino, UMB)

18  Alumnus Profile: Juan Pardo, ’70
Ransomed for a Tractor

Having celebrated his 50th graduation anniversary 
from medical school last May, Juan Pardo, ’70, 
reflected on the events that led him to Maryland and 
a subsequent career in otolaryngology. His was not 
a traditional path, as Pardo participated in the 1961 
Bay of Pigs Invasion in Cuba, sat in prison for a 
year, and then was exiled to America in exchange for farming equipment. 

20  Alumna Profile: Karen Williams, ’85
On a Mission
Losing her father to a hate crime at age 20, Karen 
Williams ’85, spent much of her life devoted to 
ending systemic racism. That’s why it was no surprise 
when, last year—having retired and recently become 
a grandmother—she accepted an offer at George 
Washington University to co-chair the school’s newly 
formed antiracism coalition.
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he holiday season is upon us at last, but this year we face an unfortunate tension between 
the typically joyous season of festivities and family fellowship, and the ongoing state of a 
global pandemic. COvID-19 cases have been rising exponentially across the country and 

throughout the world. While many of us may be experiencing COvID-19 “fatigue,” it is not 
yet time to let down our guards. Instead, we must increase our level of vigilance and practice 
more thoughtfulness and steps to prevent the spread than ever before.

At the same time, we can remain hopeful that we will soon be able to relax and gather with 
loved ones once again, as vaccines developed by Pfizer/BioNTech and Moderna have been given 
emergency use authorization by the Food and Drug Administration. This is great news for the 
country and the world, and I am immensely proud that our Center for vaccine Development 
and Global Health has played a crucial role in the success thus far. I am also thankful for our 
Institute for Genome Sciences and Institute of Human virology, and all of our research teams 
in the department of pathology and the department of microbiology and immunology for the 
major roles they have played in major COvID-19 scientific advances. 

The school’s success with COvID-19 research is just one of the many accomplishments tak-
ing place on campus right now. Our most recent accomplishments also include:
•	 Our	medical	education	team’s	implementation	of	a	Renaissance	Curriculum	that	has	shown	

great initial success; 
•	 Achieving	$563	million	in	FY20	for	grants	and	contract	awards,	four	percent	ahead	of	FY19;
•	 Achieving	24	percent	more	in	grant	and	contract	awards	in	FY21	thus	far;	and
•	 Our	clinical	enterprise	being	ahead	of	budget	for	FY21.

As busy as we have remained, I must acknowledge the excellent leadership from the 
campus and express my gratitude for their support of our various activities. Featured as the 
cover story in this issue of the Bulletin, Dr. Bruce Jarrell’s appointment as president of the 
University of Maryland, Baltimore, has helped to ensure the constant safety and health of 
the whole UMB community. His management has enabled our school to stay focused on 
the critical, life-saving work being completed in the laboratory and in the clinic, and on the 
preparation of our students to soon join in this work. Sustaining a safe environment for every-
one requires collaboration at all levels.

When our students are permitted to learn, our physicians permitted to treat, and our scien-
tists permitted to conduct research, the school has the opportunity to achieve great success now 
and in long-term initiatives. Some key ingredients for a safe environment include diversity, 
respect, and inclusion. Profiled in this issue, Karen Williams, ’85, experienced these issues very 
early in her life. Now, she co-chairs the George Washington University School of Medicine and 
Health Sciences’ Anti-Racism Coalition to fight for a better world for those around her.  

Juan Pardo, ’70, profiled in this issue of the Bulletin as well, is also very familiar with the 
concept of standing up for a strong belief in justice. His imprisonment in Cuba and ransom to 
the U.S. after the Bay of Pigs Invasion has undoubtedly remained an impressionable experi-
ence throughout his career. 

While the fight to end the pandemic continues, the fights for equity and against oppres-
sion also continue. Please, do your part to either directly participate in these efforts or support 
them, whether that includes leading an initiative of your own or simply following safe guide-
lines outlined by the CDC. Please stay safe, stay healthy, and stay hopeful.

E. Albert Reece, MD, PhD, MBA
University Executive Vice President for Medical Affairs and the John Z. and Akiko K. Bowers  
Distinguished Professor and Dean, University of Maryland School of Medicine

…we can remain 

hopeful that we will 

soon be able to relax 

and gather with loved 

ones once again, as 

vaccines developed 

by Pfizer/BioNTech 
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use authorization by 
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DeaN’s   message NeWs  INNOVaTIONs
INNOVATIONS

●

With colder weather expected 
to draw more people together, 
Maryland hospitals including 
the University of Maryland 
Medical Center began brac-
ing for more COvID patients. 
A 4,500-square-foot modu-
lar care unit (foreground) 
designed to serve 16 corona-
virus patients was erected on 
lombard Street across from 
Davidge Hall last fall.

Planning for the Worst

Contributing writers to News/Innovations include:  Bill Seiler • Karen Warmkessel • Julie Rosen  Photos by: John Seebode • Mark Teske • Tom Jemski • Richard Lippenholz

I
t took just six months after beginning a clinical development program 
that first enrolled volunteers at Maryland before Pfizer and BioNTech 
reported results showing an mRNA COvID-19 vaccine exhibited no 
serious safety concerns and was found to be 95 percent effective in 
protecting individuals from COvID-19.

The announcement came after researchers at the Center for 
vaccine Development and Global Health (CvD) began a Phase 1 
study of earlier constructs of this vaccine in May of last year. The data 
helped move the vaccine a step closer to licensure.

“These remarkable results provide hope for this vaccine candidate, 
as well as other similar COvID-19 vaccines in clinical testing, at a time when we see the 
nation suffering from the extreme consequences of this pandemic,” said Kathleen Neuzil, 
MD, MPH, the Myron M. levine, MD, DTPH, Professor in vaccinology, Professor of Medicine and Pediatrics, 
and Director of the CvD. Neuzil and Kirsten Lyke, MD, professor of medicine, are the investigators for the vaccine trial. The 
first participant was vaccinated on May 4, 2020.

Participants in the Phase 1 study at Maryland received two injections a month apart of different constructs of the vaccine. 
The first group included healthy adults aged 18 to 55, and the next group included volunteers aged 65 to 85 years of age. The 
researchers investigated different dosages and types of the vaccine candidates to learn which one is best tolerated and produced 
the strongest immune response.

Kathleen Neuzil, MD, MPH

Pfizer COVID Vaccine Tested at Maryland 
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Med School Applications are Up

NeWs  INNOVaTIONs

last fall the MAA Board of Directors 
earmarked	$15,000	to	purchase	elastomeric	

respirators for the entire student body. Anticipating 
shortages in PPe—in particular the N95 mask—
the office of medical education indicated that it 
was pricing the devices which would ensure that 
students could continue hospital rotations. Having 
re-directed funding earlier in the year to purchase 
diagnostic kits, the MAA Board moved quickly to 
approve the additional measure.

Re-directed funds con-
sisted of social activities—the 
MAA Bull Roast, Match Day 
activities, and other class 
events recalled fondly by 
alumni which have already 
been cancelled or are subject 
to cancellation later this year. 
The majority of these funds 
are provided each year by philanthropist Carolyn 
Frenkil, who sits on the school’s board of visitors.

More Alumni Aid  
  for Students Joseph R. Scalea, ’07, a Maryland transplant specialist, was 

honored as the 2020 David J. Ramsay entrepreneur of the year 
last fall by the University of Maryland, Baltimore. 

In just four years the associate professor of surgery has built 
the largest combined kidney-pancreas transplant program in 
the country and co-founded three start-up companies includ-
ing MediGO and MissionGo. The Baltimore-based entities are 
designed to enhance logistics of the human organ supply chain 
and provide innovation applications for unmanned aircraft. In 
2019, Scalea and his colleagues performed the first transport of 
a human organ by drone. 

The university honors an entrepreneur each year during its 
Founders Week celebration.

Stephen Johnston, proprietor of Brushwood Graphics, died on October 20, 2020. 
Johnston and wife Nancy, an artist, have provided design and layout services for 
MAA publications for more than 25 years. 

Johnston was a Detroit native who earned his undergraduate degree from 
Michigan State and MBA from the University of Baltimore. He purchased 
Brushwood Graphics, Inc., in Baltimore as a typesetting business in 1978 and trans-
formed it into a full-service graphic design firm in the late 1980s.

In addition to design and layout of the Bulletin magazine, the company produced 
the MAA’s reunion publications, special event programs, Davidge Hall brochures, 
and the bicentennial book written by MAA executive director Larry Pitrof in 2007. 
The Johnstons participated in Bulletin editorial Board meetings and attended many 
Association-sponsored activities.

Johnston enjoyed tennis, hunting, hiking, cycling, kayaking, cribbage, and baking 
bread. In addition to Nancy he is survived by three children and two grandsons.

Brushwood Graphics CEO Stephen Johnston Dies
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Carolyn Frenkil

Scalea, ’07, Named UMB Entrepreneur of the Year
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Applications to medical schools throughout the United States are 
up 18 percent this year. At Maryland the numbers have surged 28 
percent, from 5,000 last year to more than 6,200 through December. 
Sandra Quezada, ’06, associate dean for admissions, says the reasons 
are multifactorial—Maryland’s new Renaissance curriculum and 
its new recognition of the AAMC Fee Assistance Program are two. 
virtual recruitment has also allowed for more applicants across the 
country to interact with admissions and attend recruitment events—
at a fraction of the cost. each application is carefully and holistically 
reviewed, and interviews will extend well into 2021.

Martha E. Stauffer, ’60, a retired pathologist, and Arnold S. Blaustein, ’66, a retired hematologist/oncologist, 
 have been named 2021 recipients of the Medical Alumni Association’s annual awards.

Stauffer will receive the 
MAA Honor Award & 
Gold Key, presented since 
1948 for outstanding 
contributions to medicine 
and distinguished service 
to mankind. She was one 
of three female graduates 
at Maryland in a class of 
96 in 1960. After train-
ing in endocrinology and 

later pathology and laboratory medicine, she accepted 
a teaching assignment at the University of Washington 
School of Medicine. In 1977, she was named chief of 
pathology and laboratory medicine at the vA Medical 
Center in White River Junction, vt., and associate 
professor of clinical pathology at Dartmouth Medical 
School. Stauffer was elevated to professor in 1983, a 
post she held until retirement in 1996. She is credited 
with establishing a bone histomorphometry lab at the 
vA for research and clinical diagnosis of metabolic 
bone disorders.

Stauffer, ’60, Blaustein, ’66, Nab Alumni Awards

Blaustein is recipient of the 
MAA Distinguished Service 
Award, presented since 1986 
for outstanding service to the 
MAA and medical school. 
His post-graduate train-
ing included a hematology/
oncology fellowship at the 
University of Pennsylvania, 
and he has served as a senior 
attending at Mt. Sinai 
Medical Center in the division of hematology/oncology 
and as clinical associate professor at the University of 
Miami School of Medicine. Over the years Blaustein 
and wife Donna—a Maryland law school graduate—
have hosted numerous alumni events at their home in 
Miami Beach and have returned to Maryland regularly 
for his class reunions. Since 1999, he has established 
three endowments at Maryland including a scholarship, 
fellowship, and fund in benign hematology. 

The awards will be presented in spring.



B y  C h r i s t i a n n a  M c C a u s l a n d

n January 6, 2020, Bruce E. Jarrell, MD, FACS, became 
interim president of University of Maryland, Baltimore 
(UMB) when Jay Perman, MD, left the post to become 

chancellor of the University System of Maryland. At first, 
Jarrell’s tenure was characteristic of anyone taking the helm 

of a large institution.

“The schools were doing well, the university was doing well, our budget was 
stable and even though I was in an interim position, at the time I was able to 
focus on things I felt were important to UMB in the coming years,” he states.

Then he began to see disturbing messages on Twitter posted by critical care 
colleagues living in Italy. They were harbingers of the coronavirus pandemic that 
now engulfs the globe and would alter the course of Jarrell’s interim presidency.

Welcoming a New President in Unprecedented Times

  Grace  
Under Pressure
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“I couldn’t believe what I was reading,” Jarrell recalls. “After I validated these tweets were real, it 
changed the tenor of everything. Suddenly there was a crisis we needed to respond to. It forced a refo-
cusing of all priorities to protecting our people.

“It wasn’t what I signed up for, for sure, but it wasn’t what any of us signed up for,” he continues.  
“It necessitated a radical shift.”

By March, the coronavirus pandemic locked down all but the most essential operations in the State 
of Maryland including the UMB campus. What followed was a year unlike any seen in generations. 
Approximately 5,000 UMB staff moved to telework almost overnight; all but essential research on 
vaccines and certain cancers shifted away from laboratories; students moved to online learning and 
clinical rotations ceased. 

On September 10, 2020, amongst the uncertainty, upheaval, and peril of COvID-19, the 
University System Board of Regents appointed Jarrell president of UMB.

According to Jay Perman, Jarrell was a natural fit for the permanent position. Jarrell came to the 
medical school in 1997 as chair of the department of surgery. His leadership roles grew over time to 
include executive vice dean of the school, senior vice president and chief academic and research officer 
and executive vice president and provost of the university.

“Bruce has always been the person at my leadership table with one of the sharpest, most analytical 

minds—always asking the 
most incisive questions,” 
Perman states. “It’s been 
an incredible strength 
his entire career, and it’s 
certainly an enormous 
asset for UMB.” 

Harry C. Knipp, ’76, 
chairman of the board 
of trustees of the UMB 
Foundation, has known 
Jarrell since his arrival in 
the 90s.

“Bruce is a humble, authoritative presence, an everyman 
with a brilliant mind and the ability to bring people together,” 
says Knipp. “When Bruce asks you to do something you want 
to do your best for him because he asks with such a gracious, 
non-intrusive manner.”

Jarrell is characterized by his humility. He grew up on the 
eastern Shore, the son of a tomato farmer and a schoolteacher. 
In a virtual town hall meeting held shortly after his appoint-
ment as president, Jarrell reflected on his youth.

“My father ran a farm and a small canning factory, and the 
most important thing I learned from him is that trusted rela-
tionships matter, that it’s important to be true to your word 
and make sure that you deal with every individual as a special 
person,” Jarrell stated. “My mother was a schoolteacher, and 
after she retired she reinvented herself into being an embroi-
derer and was taking classes up to the age of 101. I learned 
from her what it means to continually improve yourself and to 
be a better person.”

Jarrell left the farm for engineering school. He received a 
BChe degree in chemical engineering from the University of 
Delaware where he became interested in dialysis and made 
the shift to medicine. He subsequently obtained his medical 
degree from Jefferson Medical College in Philadelphia. After 

a general surgical residency and renal transplantation fellow-
ship, Jarrell moved to Dover, Delaware, where he practiced as a 
general surgeon for two years. 

He says he missed students, faculty, and research, which 
prompted a move to academia. Jarrell has held faculty posi-
tions at Jefferson and the University of Arizona, where he was 
professor and chair of surgery before coming to Maryland. In 
those roles he performed kidney and liver transplantation and 
hepatobiliary surgery for 20 years. 

According to Perman, Jarrell has never lost touch with his 
roots. 

“All these years after his career in the operating room, 
Bruce has maintained the hours of a surgeon,” he says. “If you 
need Bruce at six o’clock in the morning, he’ll be there.”

That surgeon’s readiness proved fortuitous as Jarrell faced 
the task of keeping the UMB campus safe and viable during a 
global pandemic. He points out that UMB has the good for-
tune of being home to renowned experts in infectious disease. 
In addition, “Having an MD at the helm of the University 
System of Maryland in Jay Perman, and another physician, me, 
at UMB, and having the resources of a health sciences univer-
sity and the University of Maryland Medical System, allowed 
us to be highly coordinated and informed,” Jarrell states.

Jarrell co-led the implementation of a pandemic plan with 
the CeO and president of UMMS Mohan Suntha, MD, MBA. 
A centralized command operates in alignment with a central 
command at the medical system to oversee strategy related to 
COvID-19. He created a UMB Crisis Management Advisory 
Group that met consistently–sometimes more than once a day–
to advise the campus. 

“This wasn’t a one man show by any means, it needed to 
be a team of interested, qualified, engaged people who stepped 
forward to take leadership roles—and that’s exactly what it 
became,” says Jarrell.

Safety of students, faculty, and staff was Jarrell’s primary 
concern. Thanks to UMB’s stable financial position, after basic 

Ongoing work is top of mind for Jarrell now that the 
pandemic has become less of a fire to contain and 
more an endurance race. Jarrell says it is important that 
teams engaged in the evolving pandemic response stay 
together, engaged, and focused. However, “being in a 
pandemic moment does not mean our other  
priorities go away.”

Meeting with staff

feature
Jarrell

He sees the catastrophic burnout of frontline  
    health workers as clear evidence that we need to treat  

  our workers with compassion and flexibility.



Medicine Bulletin Winter 2020–2021                                                                                    [10]   

safety was addressed, UMB had the resources to roll out a pandemic response marked by two 
key factors. First, Jarrell took a family-first stance, acknowledging that with faculty, staff, and 
students at home, supervisors needed to be flexible. Parents were suddenly home with kids, 
balancing Zoom schedules. Others were home entirely alone needing support or managing 
the anxiety of having a frontline job.

“This university is about people,” he states, “and you need to make accommodations for 
what they need to do their job well.” 

Second, Jarrell doubled down on communication. He sends out monthly president’s 
messages and hosts town hall meetings online. He frequently sends emails related to the rap-
idly-changing landscape wrought not only by the pandemic but civil unrest and a contentious 
election, detailing the UMB impact and response. “In this setting, communication is critical,” 
he says. “It is the most important thing after maintaining the basic safety of our people.”

Perman notes that social distancing has likely been hard for Jarrell, who prefers to be 
hands on. 

“I’ve always admired Bruce for the fact that he prefers face-to-face conversations, particu-
larly about things that are difficult. He doesn’t write you a note; he doesn’t call you up. He 
wants to look you in the face,” says Perman. “I guess he’s particularly challenged right now, 
with COvID preventing in-person meetings. But you’ve just got to admire a guy who wants 
to look you straight in the eye.”

Tough topics abounded this year as what Jarrell calls “two pandemics” unfolded: one of 
health, the other of civil unrest and inequality.

“We’ve taken these issues head on and had knowledgeable people come to talk about this, 
without closeting anyone’s point of view,” says Jarrell. For example, UMB sponsored a panel 
of law professors who conducted an online forum about the case of Breonna Taylor who was 
fatally shot by police in her apartment in louisville, Kentucky. The panels are not one-way 
conversations with talking heads sharing their expertise; they are open forums where the 

entire UMB community can ask questions and participate in mean-
ingful discussion.  

“We need to create an environment here where people of all 
backgrounds have the opportunity to advance their careers and feel 
they belong to UMB,” Jarrell continues. “We still have work to do 
to create a better environment for all.”

Ongoing work is top of mind for Jarrell now that the pandemic 
has become less of a fire to contain and more an endurance race. 
Jarrell says it is important that teams engaged in the evolving 
pandemic response stay together, engaged, and focused. However, 
“being in a pandemic moment does not mean our other priorities go 
away,” says Jarrell.

As president, Jarrell’s priority is to preserve and expand the 
greatness of the campus’s schools, particularly by developing struc-
tures that support mentorship and growth for women and minority 

faculty and staff. He wants to strengthen the campus’ bonds with its West Baltimore neigh-
bors and points to the opening of the new UMB Community engagement Center as progress 
in the right direction. The center, housed in a renovated, 20,000 square-foot building on 
Poppleton Street, leverages university resources to meet community-identified needs such as 
exercise, food, and after-school and educational programming.
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Donna L. Parker, ’86

yet Jarrell wants to expand UMB’s reach further. 
“We are an anchor institution, so we are committed to our 

local and statewide community,” he says. “I hope you’ll see a 
lot more UMB programs around the state, with our partner 
hospitals, where we’re committed to local populations and 
keeping them healthy— those programs need to grow to be 
part of our DNA.”

Currently students are engaged in online didactics and 
in-person rotations when they can be safely conducted. He 
states that all students are expected to graduate on time. Most 
staff remain work-from-home. He expects the pandemic will 
have lasting impacts on strategic planning moving forward. 
Telehealth is likely here to stay. The switch to online learning 
has provided an opportunity for the campus to rethink its edu-
cational modalities and where online course work might have a 
permanent place in the curriculum. 

“Bruce is a wonderful person to continue the work that 
Dr. Perman began of unifying UMB from seven autonomous 
schools to a unified, true campus,” adds Knipp. “He will also 
amplify the work of service to the community, improving 
interactions and synergies between the students at the various 
schools, and continue work with College Park and UMBC to 
improve the synergies they bring to the table as well.”

“Bruce has built relationships with his intelligence, open-
mindedness, and general likeability that will serve UMB going 
forward,” Knipp concludes.

Developing relationships, team building, communicating, 
being hands-on and open to experts outside his own field of 
medicine are hallmarks of Jarrell’s leadership style. He consis-
tently states that UMB is about its people and caring for them 
is his number one priority. The campus sponsored a number of 
programs aimed at mental health as individuals managed the 
competing priorities and stressors of 2020. 

Jarrell releases work strain by spending time with his six 
grandchildren and engaging in numerous hobbies, everything 
from restoring antique cars to woodworking. He is a skilled 
artistic blacksmith who has forged a number of pieces for UMB 
including a mace holder for Jay Perman and the Davidge elm 
tree window in the campus center.

In this time of work-from-home when many struggle with 
days that feel like an endless continuum of work, Jarrell says 
finding ways to let go of work life is essential.

“I don’t know how I could have a successful professional 
career without a hobby career,” he explains. “Mental health is 
as important as physical health and doing things to maintain 
it is important. Getting to your hobby, leaving work behind, 
helps you return to work able to think more clearly.” 

He sees the catastrophic burnout of frontline health workers as 
clear evidence that we need to treat our workers with compassion 
and flexibility. expect him to lead from the top and by example 
with the quiet authority that has been the signature of his career.  

“Mental health is as important 
as physical health and doing 
things to maintain it is 
important. Getting to your 
hobby, leaving work behind, 
helps you return to work able 
to think more clearly. 

”

We are 
an anchor 

institution, so we are 
committed to our 
local and statewide 
community. I hope 
you’ll see a lot more 
UMB programs 
around the state, 
with our partner 
hospitals, where 
we’re committed to 
local populations 
and keeping them 
healthy—those 
programs need to 
grow to be part of  
our DNA.

Jarrell in his blacksmith shop

Jarrell at the Governor’s residency in Annapolis 
with first lady Yumi Hogan

feature
Jarrell

”



❖ Michael Domanski, MD, professor, 
department of medicine, cardiovascu-
lar medicine division, was among the 
co-authors of “Time Course of LDL-
Cholesterol Exposure and Cardiovascular 
Disease Event Risk,” published in JACC.

❖ Leslie Glickman, PT, PhD, visiting 
assistant professor, department of physi-
cal therapy and rehabilitation science, is 
the editor of “Malawi: Its History, Culture, 
Environment, Education, and Healthcare,” 
produced by Nova Science Publishers, Inc.

❖ Jennifer Guyther, MD, assistant profes-
sor, department of emergency medicine, 
authored “Advances in Pediatric Neck 
Trauma: What’s New in Assessment and 
Management?” published in Trauma Reports 
in September 2020. 

❖ Erin Hager, 
PhD, associate 
professor, depart-
ment of pediatrics, 
was a co-author of 
“School Closures 
During COVID-19: 
Opportunities for 
Innovation in Meal 
Service,” published 
in the American 

Journal of Public Health.

❖ Jon Mark 
Hirshon, MD, 
MPH, profes-
sor, department 
of emergency 
medicine, was 
guest editor of the 
September 2020 
supplementary 
issue of Annals of 
Emergency Medicine 
focusing on Sickle Cell Disease in the emer-
gency department.

❖ Kathleen Neuzil, MD, MPH, FIDSA, 
the Myron M. Levine, MD, DTPH Professor 
in Vaccinology and Director, Center for 
Vaccine Development and Global Health; 
Kirsten Lyke, MD, professor, department 

Publications 
❖ John Baddley, MD, MSPH, professor, 
division of infectious diseases, department 
of medicine, was among the co-authors of 
“Association of Secukinumab Treatment 
with Tuberculosis Reactivation in Patients 
with Psoriasis, Psoriatic Arthritis, or 
Ankylosing Spondylitis,” published in JAMA 
Dermatology in September 2020.

❖ Eli Bar, PhD, associate professor, 
and Heather Ames, MD, PhD, assistant 
professor, both 
from the depart-
ment of pathology, 
were among the 
co-authors of 
“The Alternative 
Splicing Factor, 
MBNL1, Inhibits 
Glioblastoma 
Tumor Initiation 
and Progression 
by Reducing Hypoxia-induced Stemness,” 
published in Cancer Research in September 
2020. 

❖ Elizabeth Clayborne, MD, MA, 
adjunct assistant professor, department 
of emergency medicine, was first author of 
“Ethical Obligations to Provide Maternal 
and Parental Leave Benefits,” published in 
ACEP in September 2020.

❖ Vasken 
Dilsizian, MD, pro-
fessor, department 
of diagnostic radiol-
ogy and nuclear 
medicine, was 
co-author of 
“Multimodality 
Cardiovascular 
Imaging in the Midst 
of the COVID-19 

Pandemic: Ramping Up Safely to a New 
Normal,” published in the Journal of the 
American College of Cardiology. 

FaCulTy 

news
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of medicine; Lisa 
Chrisley, RN; 
Kathy Strauss; 
and Wilbur Chen, 
MD, MS, profes-
sor, department 
of medicine, were 
featured in “Meet 
the People We’re 
Counting on for a 
Covid-19 Vaccine,” 

published in The Rolling Stone in October 
2020.

❖ Teodor 
Postolache, MD, 
professor, depart-
ment of psychiatry, 
recently published 
several publica-
tions, including a 
book chapter for 
Springer Nature 
Switzerland 
entitled “An 

Introduction to Circadian Endocrine 
Physiology: Implications for Exercise and 
Sports Performance.” He also published 
“Increased Brain Vitamin D Receptor 
Expression and decreased Expression 
of Cathelicidin Antimicrobial Peptide 
in Individuals Who Died by Suicide” in 
the Journal of Psychiatric Research, as 
well as “Periodontal Pathogens and 
Neuropsychiatric Health” in Current Topics 
in Medicine Chemistry.

❖ Bradford Schwartz, MD, adjunct 
assistant profes-
sor; Stephen 
Thom, MD, PhD, 
professor; and 
Quincy Tran, MD, 
assistant professor, 
all from the depart-
ment of emergency 
medicine, were 
among the authors 
of “Early Predictors 
of Near-Shore Spinal Injuries Among 

Emergency Department Patients,” pub-
lished in Journal of Emergency Medicine in 
September 2020.

❖ Erik von 
Rosenvinge, MD, 
associate profes-
sor, department 
of medicine, and 
Kenechukwu 
Chudy-Onwugaje, 
MD, gastro-
enterology 
fellow, co-authored 
“Improving Global 

Digestive Health: The Gastroenterologists’ 
Role,” published in Lancet Gastroenterology 
and Hepatology in October 2020. 

Awards & Honors 
❖ Robert Gallo, 
MD, the Homer & 
Martha Gudelsky 
Distinguished 
Professor in 
Medicine, director, 
Institute of Human 
Virology, received 
the Gertrude Elion 
Distinguished 
Lecturer Award 

and presented the Plenary Lecture at 
RespiDART & Emerging Viruses 2020: 
Frontiers in Drug Development for 
Respiratory Viruses held virtually in 
December 2020. 

❖ Joesph 
Martinez, ’98, 
associate professor, 
department of emer-
gency medicine, 
was named a top 
reviewer for 2019 
by the Journal of 
Emergency Medicine.

Vasken Dilsizian, MD

❖ Byong Yong 
Yi, PhD, profes-
sor, department of 
radiation oncology, 
was presented with 
the 2020 Korean 
Society of Medical 
Physics’ Medical 
Physicist Award in 
recognition of his 
contributions to the 
field.

Patents 
❖ Feyruz Rassool, 
PhD, professor, 
department of 
radiation oncol-
ogy, received a 
European pat-
ent for “Therapy 
Regimen and 
Methods to 
Sensitize Cancer 
Cells Treated with 

Epigenetic Therapy to PARP Inhibitors to 
Ovarian Cancer.” 

Grants & Contracts*

❖ Eugene 
Albrecht, 
PhD, professor, 
department 
of obstetrics, 
gynecology and 
reproductive 
sciences, received 
a five-year 
$3,506,350 ROI 
grant from NIH for 

research entitled “Estrogen Regulation 
of Fetal Microvessel Development During 
Primate Pregnancy: Impact on Insulin 
Sensitivity in Offspring.” This study is 
conducted in collaboration with the 

members of the perinatal research division, 
Eastern Virginia Medical School and Oregon 
Health and Science University.  

❖ Sharon Hoover, 
PhD, associate 
professor, 
department of 
psychiatry, and her 
team were awarded 
a five-year $3 
million Substance 
Abuse and Mental 
Health Services 
grant to operate a 

National Child Traumatic Stress Network 
Category II Center, titled the “Center for 
Safe Supportive Schools (CS3).” UMB will 
be leading the effort in partnership with 
colleagues from Boston, Chicago, New 
York, and San Francisco. 

❖ Karen Kotloff, 
MD, professor, 
and Matthew 
Laurens, MD, 
MPH, associate 
professor, both from 
the department of 
pediatrics, were 
awarded a $5.48 
million contract 
by the National 
Institute for Allergy and Infectious Diseases 
to conduct a Phase III trial of the Moderna 
Inc. mRNA vaccine. 

❖ Yang Liu, PhD, 
professor of surgery, 
director, division 
of immunotherapy, 
Institute of Human 
Virology, has been 
awarded $2,592,845 
million from NIH for 
his five-year project 
titled “Preserving 
CTLA-4 Immune 

Checkpoint for Safer and More Effective 
Cancer Immunotherapy.” 

Heather Ames, MD, PhD

Erin Hager, PhD

Jon Mark Hirshon, MD, 
MPH

Kathleen Neuzil, MD, 
MPH, FIDSA

Teodor Postolache, MD

Stephen Thom, MD, PhD
Joe Martinez, ’98

Erik von Rosenvinge, MD

Robert Gallo, MD

Eugene Albrecht, PhD

Byong Yong Yi, PhD

Feyruz Rassool, PhD

Karen Kotloff, MD

Sharon Hoover, PhD

Yang Liu, PhD
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Consciously Cooperative  

This is Your Life was 
one of the longest-running 
series in early electronic 
media. It began as a radio 
show in 1948 before switch-
ing to NBC Television in 
1952; there it continued for 
a full decade, and special 
episodes were produced into 
the 1990s. All of the shows 
featured at least cameo 
appearances by its creator 
and original host, Ralph 
edwards, who was also the 
first host of the game show 
Truth or Consequences. 
International versions of 
This Is Your Life were later spun off 
in many countries, including Britain, 
Australia, and France. 

The format Ralph edwards 
established for This Is Your Life 
worked well in part because early 
television was usually broadcast 
“live.” His set-up had a well-known 
person—though non-celebrities 
with good background stories were 
also featured—lured into an NBC 
studio on some other pretext who 
was then presented with an encapsulated version of his or her 
life and career. Family members, former teachers, co-workers, 
and others came before the camera, and each told some 
vignette about the subject. The series was noted for its charm, 
its sentimentality, and its occasionally awkward moments 
resulting from the impromptu format. Non-celebrities were 
given presents at the end, including jewelry, appliances, and 
even automobiles. edwards and his production crew had to 

make calculated bets as to 
who would or would not play 
along with the game, and 
some of his better-known 
celebrity subjects later 
revealed that they were not 
pleased with having their 
stories told in an unscripted 
manner. 

later seasons of This Is 
Your Life are preserved on 
film or early versions of video 
tape. One episode from that 
time (February 1959) features 
a unique figure in American 
military history: Corporal 
Desmond T. Doss, who 

despite being a non-combatant 
conscientious objector (CO) 
had earned the Medal of Honor 
for his service during several 
major battles of World War II. 
Doss was a native of lynchburg, 
virginia, and a devout Seventh-
day Adventist. This faith created 
for him not only the problem of 
refusing to take up arms, but also 
that his sect believed in Saturday 
rather than Sunday as the time of 

rest and worship. Such a practice ran contrary to standard US 
military procedure, and it was almost as big a bar to service as 
refusing to carry a rifle or to consume SPAM. Doss nonethe-
less persisted in wishing to do a form of patriotic duty, and as a 
combat medic with the 77th Infantry Division he was credited 
with saving dozens of lives during the battles of Guam, leyte 
Gulf, and especially Okinawa. Doss was eventually wounded 
on Okinawa and spent a lengthy post-war period in veterans’ 
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Grants & Contracts*

❖ Dean Mann, 
MD, professor, 
departments 
of pathology, 
microbiology 
and immunology 
received a 5-year, 
$8,255,942 award 
from NCI/NIH for 
a project entitled 
“Resource for 

Collection of Human, Tissue, Cells, Bio-
fluids and Epidemiologic Profiles from 
Donors.”

❖ Brian Polster, 
PhD, associate 
professor and 
co-investigators 
Bogdan Stoica, 
MD, Rebecca 
Henry, PhD, James 
Barrett, PhD, and 
Marta Lipinski, 
PhD, all from 
the department 

of anesthesiology, were awarded a 
five-year, $2.9 million R01 grant from 
the National Institute of Neurological 
Disorders and Stroke for “Reprogramming 
Proinflammatory Microglia by Restoring 
Mitochondrial Function.”

❖ Peixin Yang, 
PhD, professor, 
department 
of obstetrics, 
gynecology & 
reproductive 
sciences, 
and Sunjay 
Kaushal, MD, 
PhD, professor, 
department 

of surgery, were awarded a four-
year, $2,460,296 R01 grant entitled 
“Hyperglycemia of Maternal Diabetes 
Induces Cardiac ISL1 Positive Progenitor 
Dysfunction Leading to Heart Defects.”

❖ Peixin Yang, PhD, professor, E. Albert 
Reece, MD, PhD, 
MBA, professor 
and dean, and 
Wei-Bin Shen, 
PhD, assistant 
professor, all from 
the department 
of obstetrics, 
gynecology & 
reproductive 
sciences, were 
awarded a five-
year, $2,934,475 R01 grant entitled 
“Epitranscriptomic Alteration and 
Planar Cell Polarity Signaling in Diabetic 
Embroyopathy.”

❖ Li-Qun Zhang, PhD, professor, 
department of physical therapy and 

Dean Mann, MD

Brian Polster, PhD

Peixin Yang, PhD

E. Albert Reece, MD, 
PhD, MBA 

rehabilitation 
science, has 
been awarded 
a five-year, $4 
million grant from 
the Department 
of Health and 
Humans Services 
Administration 
for Community 
Living, National 

Institute on Disability, Independent Living, 
and Rehabilitation Research. The project 
is entitled “Rehabilitation Interventions 
Based on Accurate Assessments with 
Combined Home-Hospital Rehabilitation.” 
Department collaborators include 
co-investigators Douglas Savin, PT, PhD, 
assistant professor, and Kelly Westlake, 
PT, MSc, PhD, associate professor; as 
well as consultant Gad Alon, PhD, PT, 
associate professor, emeritus. 

❖ Richard Zhao, 
PhD, professor, 
department of 
pathology, and J. 
Marc Simard, MD, 
PhD, Department 
of Veterans Affairs, 
were awarded a 
$1,323,873 grant for 
work entitled “Viral 
Protein R in HIV-

Associated Brain Neuroinflammation and 
Neurotoxicity.” 

*Grants & Contracts of $1 million and above

Li-Qun Zhang, PhD

FaCulTy 

news

Richard Zhao, PhD

The Adventists decided to 
cooperate with the federal 

government as much as church 
doctrine allowed. They further 

compromised by recommending 
that young men subject to 
conscription use the phrase 

“conscientious cooperators” in 
describing themselves rather 
than be called “objectors.”
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Administration facilities not only for wounds to his legs and 
one arm but also as a result of contracting tuberculosis. 

President Harry S. Truman awarded Doss the Medal of 
Honor in October of 1945, and he was the only CO prior to 
vietnam to be so honored. Widespread attention returned 
to his story in 2016 when a lightly fictionalized film account, 
Hacksaw Ridge, was given worldwide distribution. The movie 
was directed by Mel Gibson and earned its star, Andrew 
Garfield, an Academy Award nomination for best actor. Doss 
himself, who died in 2006 at the age of 87, had declined offers 
to dramatize his story. The film was only made after his death. 

At the start of the episode of This Is Your Life featuring 
Doss, we see him in uniform and wearing his Medal of Honor. 
He had been flown to Southern California on the assumption 
that he would be contributing to a filmed presentation about 
wartime experiences for a local conference of Adventists. 
Doss smiles broadly and bites his lower lip as Ralph edwards 
suddenly comes into the frame and utters his by-then famous 
line, “Desmond Doss, this is your life!” Doss’s hosts were a 
local church organizer and a national official with the General 
Conference of the Seventh-day Adventist Church named 
Clark Smith. On camera, Doss is handed over to edwards by 
those two Adventist hosts, who are identified by name and 
seen in profile but then disappear for the remainder of the 
show. Doss plays along bravely and with good cheer while 

Medicina Memoriae

President Harry S. Truman awarded 
Doss the Medal of Honor in October 

of 1945, and he was the only CO  
prior to Vietnam to be so honored. 

various members of his family and fellow WWII veterans 
come up to greet him and recall events of his life. 

Smith may have played no further part in This Is Your Life, 
yet he figured large in the world of his church and of consci-
entious objectors. Smith began as a protégé of World War I 
veteran everett N. Dick, a teacher and educational admin-
istrator who was made nationwide training director for the 
Adventists’ Medical Cadet Corps (MCC) in March of 1941. 
Not long before the evening when Smith helped lure Doss 
into an NBC studio, he had himself been named to succeed 
Dick as director of training for the MCC. A form of the MCC 
existed even before World War II. It was briefly deactivated 
after 1945, then came back into being during the Korean 
Conflict and established a summer camp—named for Doss—
to train would-be combat medics. The MCC provided medics 
until 1973, the last year to date when the US Government 
drafted men into military service. Smith had by that time 
been named national director of chaplaincy ministries for the 
Adventists, a post he held until 1980. 

The beginnings of an official relationship between the 
Adventist sect and the U.S. military went back at least as far 
as World War I, yet dozens of Adventists remained in federal 
prisons at the end of that war due to their refusal to fight. 
It was perhaps the painful memory of those imprisonments 
that helped motivate church officials to be prepared when, 
in the late 1930s, another major conflict appeared likely. The 
Adventists decided to cooperate with the federal government as 
much as church doctrine allowed. Smith later wrote that “war 
is in the realm of the political rather than the religious…and 
we as a church have felt that it is inadvisable to comment as to 
whether or not the government should wage that war.” They 
further compromised by recommending that young men subject 
to conscription use the phrase “conscientious cooperators” in 
describing themselves rather than be called “objectors.” It was 
in this role that Doss earned his Medal of Honor. 

Doss was born in 1919 and left school by his middle 
teenage years. He found work as a carpenter, a craft that was 
difficult for him to resume after the war due to long-term dis-
abilities. By the 1950s, however, a substantial group of young 
Adventists had attended or even graduated from four-year 
colleges when they found themselves called before local draft 
boards. Over 2000 of these men then formed a key group 
of medical corpsmen and human test subjects in a program 
known as Operation Whitecoat. They were in the draft cat-
egory 1-A-O, meaning that they were fit for service (1-A) but 
would not take part in combat on account of their religious 
objections. Those that were accepted into Whitecoat—often 
from induction at Ft. Sam Houston in San Antonio, where 
the program began in 1954—could then be assigned to duty 
at Ft. Detrick, Maryland, the U. S. Army’s Medical Research 
Institute of Infectious Diseases. Along the way from “Fort 
Sam,” they were given a detailed yet encouraging presentation 
about the Whitecoat program’s requirements and expecta-
tions. That pep-talk was delivered by Smith. 

Frank M. Calia, MD, was a research internist on duty at 
Ft. Detrick during the late 1960s prior to his long career in 
Baltimore. He recalls how the Whitecoat program required 
each Adventist to be a test subject for at least one experiment 
(though some agreed to several). Those experiments included 
vaccine trials or investigational drug tests including tularemia, 
spotted fever, and various arboviruses. The young men who 
came to Detrick from the Adventists were often ideal subjects: 
well-educated and generally healthy with admirable dietary 
habits. They were not all conventionally “white” though were 
all male, a restriction that later led to intense criticism of 
medical testing done in that manner. For the physicians and 
researchers like Calia, however, it was not so much their rela-
tive uniformity as it was their work ethic and reliability that 
made time with the young Adventists so productive. 

Doss had enrolled in a virginia chapter of his church’s MCC 
prior to the Pearl Harbor attack in 1941. The same ethic noted 
by researchers at Ft. Detrick can be seen on his face when 
Doss is cheerfully embarrassed on camera by a story from his 
childhood, or by edwards as he reminds the audience of Doss’s 
post-war struggle to maintain a family on a farm of only five 
acres. Doss looks as though he is about to choke up but keeps 
his composure under this strange form of friendly fire. 

This Is Your Life became the basis for jokes not long after 
the series began; yet this writer challenges anyone to watch 
the entire episode featuring Doss (https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=ImzwfzdFjZs) without coming close to tears. The 
prizes given him by NBC included a new tractor, power tools, 
jewels for his wife, a gold watch for his son, cash with which 
to buy more land, and a new automobile. The latter was a 
1959 edsel station wagon, itself soon the butt of jokes yet at 
the time probably a godsend for Doss. 

 
Wayne Millan has served for many years as consultant to the University of 
Maryland Historical Clinicopathological Conference. Since 2010, he has been a 
Lecturer in Classics at The George Washington University, and in collaboration 
with Dr. Victor Weedn, also of GWU, he is at work on a 
first-ever translation of the Four Books on Evidence Given 
by Doctors published in 1602. The Four Books (”Libri 
Quatuor”) were written in Latin by Sicilian physician 
Fortunato Fedele and are considered to be the seminal trea-
tise on legal medicine. Millan’s translation and commentary 
on Fedele is now under contract with Routledge with publica-
tion anticipated for the middle of 2022.

     Doss smiles broadly and bites his 
lower lip as Ralph Edwards  
suddenly comes into the frame  
     and utters his by-then famous line, 
   “DesmonD Doss,  
              This is Your Life!”
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“My life in Cuba was very nice,” Pardo says. 
“But it became a mess when Castro came.”

In 1960, the year after Castro took over, Pardo 
left Havana and attended the University of 
Miami. It was there he says, “I went a little crazy” 
and joined the counter-revolution, the move that 
eventually landed him in prison for a year-and-
a-half before he gained his release on Christmas 
Day, 1962.

“A nice birthday present for me,” he says with 
a soft laugh.

“Castro wanted all sorts of things for our 
release,” Pardo recalls. “They said he wanted 
tractors, but prices were fixed to each of us yellow 
Shirts—like	me—a	nobody.	I	went	for	$20,000.”

Once	free,	Pardo	left	Havana	with	$5	hidden	in	
the heel of his shoe and made his way to Baltimore 
to join his family, who had already left Cuba.

The ordeal changed him. Before the Bay of Pigs, he says, “I had no worries. I was just a college kid.”
But during the invasion he observed the different groups he came in contact with: college students, 

dreaming of saving their country; soldiers, daydreaming about jobs in the new government; and rela-
tives who had dreams of just getting their lives back to normal.

And then there was the 18 months of being in jail.
“I was 20 when captured and 22 the day I was let go,” he says. “All of it opened my eyes. When I left, 

I was ready to get serious about my education.”
He attended loyola University and studied engineering, eager to start his adult life. But jobs in the 

field were becoming scarce. Advised to stay in school and get a master’s degree, he told Claudia, the 
young woman who would become his wife of 53 years, “If I’m going to continue to be a student, I’m 
going into medicine.”

“Don’t ask me why, I just decided,” he says. He applied to both Johns Hopkins and Maryland.
“Hopkins didn’t want me and Maryland let me in, and I’ve never regretted going to Maryland,” says 

Pardo. 
He vigorously pursued his studies, became an American citizen, got married and was able to get “a 

little job drawing blood at St. Agnes Hospital.” He found his professors at Maryland “direct, approach-
able, good, and wise.”

After training in eNT specializing in head and neck surgery, he opened his own practice in 1975  
in Annapolis. He and Claudia bought a home in Arnold. They raised their three children there,  
Juan Michael ’95, Jason and Amy. The house was just across the Severn River, close enough to walk or 
jog to downtown Annapolis, something the family loved to do even in the snow. 

Now the Pardos have six grandchildren and are enjoying retirement. Pardo says his biggest accom-
plishment has been “to have left a nice practice for my son to operate” and when asked what he dreams 
of achieving now, he thinks only for a few seconds.

“My goal in this pandemic is to stay healthy so I can enjoy my family,” he says. “I’m old and consid-
ered high risk. The odds aren’t great. But my wife and I go out to eat once a week, as long as we can be 
outdoors.”

Castro wanted 

all sorts of 

things for our 

release. They said 

he wanted tractors, 

but prices were fixed 

to each of us Yellow 

Shirts—like me—a 

nobody. I went 

for $20,000.

I was 20 when 

captured and 

22 the day I was let 

go. “All of it opened 

my eyes. When I left, 

I was ready to get 

serious about my 

education.

alumNus 

profile Juan Pardo, ’70

SITTING IN A Cell IN A HAvANA PRISON whose walls he had climbed from the 
outside as a child, Juan Pardo, ’70, never dreamed he would one day transition from a “yellow Shirt” 
counter-revolutionary to a white coat, well-respected otolaryngologist in the United States.

It was 1961. He was 20 years old and he and about 1,100 other rebels had been arrested in a failed 
attempt to liberate their country from dictator Fidel Castro in the famous uprising tagged the Bay of 
Pigs. It was an operation backed by the U.S. government and the biggest failure of President John F. 
Kennedy’s administration.

“We lost because of Jack (Kennedy),” recalls Pardo, who turned 80 on Christmas Day.
“I hated Jack. Our spirits were high when we left our training camp in Guatemala and headed for 

Cuba. We thought we were really going to win. We knew the Americans were there. The night we were 
to embark, an American sub came, and on the morning we left, American planes flew over and dipped 
their wings. They were waiting for orders.”

But the orders never came.
Kennedy, who didn’t wanted it known to the Soviet Union that the U.S. was supporting the opera-

tion, canceled it.
“All Jack had to do was stick with the plan, but he didn’t. I didn’t hate the United States, of course 

not,” Pardo says. “It is the country I chose as my own. It was Jack.
Pardo pauses.
“And yet,” he says, “he (Kennedy) later changed his tune and stood strong against the Russians 

(when they sent nuclear missiles to Cuba). But it was a little late for us.”
Those April days of 60 years ago are still vivid for Pardo, though he admits it is only “sometimes” 

that he can imagine they were his life.
“I was a young man just daydreaming,” he says. “I went and volunteered. you just put your name on a 

list and they took you to Guatemala for training by the CIA.”
Those dreams of liberating his country died when he and the other counter-revolutionaries were 

captured and imprisoned.
“Mock trials were held,” he says. “We were dressed in yellow T-shirts and called gusanos—worms. We 

were found guilty.
“We were plain old middle class. As an eight-year-old, I lived across the street from Prince’s Castle. 

Huge walls separated it from the neighborhood. I used to play there, climbing the walls to take a peek 
inside. later, sitting inside as a 20-year-old prisoner, I saw the irony.”

Pardo grew up the son of a general surgeon and a nurse, and spent childhood summers in Miami 
taking english lessons. The two cities, Havana and Miami, in the 1950s, he says, “were the same. Same 
lifestyles, movies, cars, and clothes. The only difference, one city spoke Spanish, the other english. Now 
it is totally different from the Cuba I left.

B y  S a n d r a  M c K e e

Ransomed for  
       a Tractor
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On a mission 

alumNa 

profile Karen Williams, ’85
B y  S a n d r a  M c K e e

lOSING A PAReNT at a young age is never 
easy, but losing one to an act of racial violence, the 
way Karen Williams, ’85, did 45 years ago, takes 
getting over.

Getting over the fact her dad, scientist Connie 
Stanley, was killed in one of the first mass shootings 
of African Americans in 1975—while simply sitting 
in his car in Wheaton, Md., on his way home from 
a family dinner—has taken longer than she could 
have imagined.

In fact, it still impacts her.
“I was 20 when my father was killed,” says 

Williams, now 66. “But it seems like it evolved into 
a much more impactful thing as I grew older.”

As those barbaric murders multiplied, she felt every one in her heart, reliving the trauma of the six 
victims shot in 1975, two of whom died, including her father. Her cousin’s wife Rosalyn was among 
those shot and is paralyzed from the waist down.

But this past spring, when George Floyd died under the knee of a white police officer, it seemed 
many in the world had had enough. There began a cry to end systemic racism in police departments, 
businesses, health care, and education.

Williams, who had been working on doing that her whole life, beginning with integrating a 
Montgomery County, Md., neighborhood with her mother and brother when she was 10, answered the 
call once more in June.

When a colleague at George Washington University, where Williams had recently retired, asked her 
to co-chair the school’s newly formed Antiracism Coalition, she said yes.

Retired, a new grandmother, with a family that includes a husband and six adult children—five of 
them stepchildren from her two marriages—she might have said no. She might have considered her life 
full enough.

But she couldn’t say no to yolanda Haywood. The senior associate dean for diversity and faculty 
affairs knew Williams’ history—both personal and professional—and knew it made her right for the job. 
It was an assessment with which Williams couldn’t argue.

“Really, it is a perfect platform to try to bring some degree of healing, to give me a positive place to 
put my pain,” Williams says. “I was looking for what my third purpose in life was going to be. you know 
how they tell you to reinvent yourself after you retire.”

It seems she has been reinventing herself since she was a child and her parents divorced. It was then 
her mother managed to move the family to that all-white Montgomery County neighborhood to assure 
better education for her children.

Now she is being 

asked to share her 

story so others 

can learn. That’s 

transformational. 

And difficult.  

There Williams was introduced to racism. A fifth grader, she was at best a novelty, with other kids 
feeling her hair, marveling at the difference; and at worst an unwanted outsider.

“I was spit on at times, called names, and it was very confusing” at her age, not understanding why 
people were treating her so badly. Over the years, she learned to cope and became a stronger person. 
She began standing up for herself, became a good student, and even a cheerleading captain. She not 
only survived the obstacles, she thrived.

She earned her first degree from the University of Maryland School of Physical Therapy and worked 
as a therapist for four years before entering medical school and choosing anesthesiology as her specialty.

It was in anesthesiology and improving the plight of minorities where she found her central mission.
By the time she had settled in at George Washington University in 2005 as associate professor, she 

had chaired the anesthesiology departments at the National Institutes of Health and St. Agnes Health 
Care and been an associate professor at Georgetown University.  

Along the way, she has served on or led various committees designed to improve leadership access 
for minorities. One she is most proud of was a professional mentoring program she created for diverse 
ethnicities and genders for the American Society of Anesthesiologists. She has seen that program grow 
from	a	non-funded	dream	to	one	that	handed	out	$71,000	in	awards	this	year.

Now here she is—experiencing this exciting, stimulating and, yet, painful position as co-chair of the 
Antiracism Coalition at GW.

“We started with the leadership of the medical school, the hospital, and the Medical Faculty 
Associates, to get their buy-in and support,” She explains. “From the executive level we drilled down 
to a steering committee, which is much larger. It has different groupings of employees because racism 
affects distinct functions of the operation differently. What one domain sees as unfair treatment may be 
different from how other domains experience it.”

The various groups “are charged with coming up with relevant, measurable, actionable items that 
will make an impact in their area of work over the next 12-18 months.”

Williams, co-chair Haywood, Dr. Grace Henry and diversity officer Taylor Smith are the core group 
that handles problems and brainstorms ideas.

“Some things can be handled immediately, while others are going to take time,” Williams says. 
“We’re developing a performance review measure indicating how an employee personally contributed to 
an anti-racist activity. Was there an increase in the percentage of black hires in your department? How 
many were retained? Because often people hire individuals, but then the environment is so toxic that 
they leave.”

She’s been in that kind of situation. Now she is being asked to share her story so others can learn. 
That’s transformational. And difficult.

“The current social unrest reminds me of what I went through in the ’60s—with people spitting in 
my face, hateful words, and minimizing you. It’s really painful,” Williams says. “But I heard John lewis 
speak before he passed. Somebody asked him, ‘Why do you keep talking about the edmund Pettus 
Bridge? Why do you keep bringing up stuff that happened 50 years ago?’”

She stops for a moment, remembering.
“He said something like ‘because it reminds me and us of where we came from, but it also reminds 

me of where we still have to go. If you don’t keep telling the story, you’ll forget,’” she relates. “I said 
to myself, maybe that’s it. Maybe it’s important for me to keep telling my story, not only for my own 
benefit, but so that others can learn.”

By the time she 

had settled in at 

George Washington 

University in 2005 as 

associate professor, 

she had chaired 

the anesthesiology 

departments at the 

National Institutes 

of Health and 

St. Agnes Health 

Care and been an 

associate professor 

at Georgetown 

University.  
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Gift Creates Pathway to $9m in NIH schizophrenia  
Research Grants

Advancement

“Clare has requested that in lieu of flowers, 
friends extend random signs of kindness and generosity to 
others in her memory.” 

This was the last line in the obituary of Clare e. Forbes, 
but it was not her final statement.

Forbes understood that, similar to the impact of other acts 
of human kindness, a philanthropic gift has the power to 
amplify its own benevolence. Starting with a bequest gift of 
$166,000	from	the	Clare	E.	Forbes	Trust,	researchers	at	the	
Maryland Psychiatric Research Center (MPRC) were able 
to fund five pilot studies which in turn resulted in five grants 
from the National Institutes of Health (NIH) totaling more 
than	$9	million	in	fewer	than	five	years.

That’s an unprecedented sum for a typically underfunded 
field according to William T. Carpenter, Jr., MD, professor of 
psychiatry and MPRC’s former director. Moreover, these large 
grants are not the only impact of the Forbes gift.

“The donation gave support to people who were early in 
their careers, and who badly needed funding, to get the atten-
tion of the NIH for their research,” says Carpenter, whose 

major professional interests 
include severe mental illness and 
schizophrenia. “It enabled them 
to get their feet in the door, to 

feel like they can be a competitive 
success, and that what they’re 

doing has merit. So, at the 
personal level, I think it’s 
been deeply meaningful.”

Setting up the trust 
was deeply meaningful 
for Forbes as well. A 
Massachusetts native, 
she served as director 
of nutrition for the 
State of Maryland 
Department of Health 
and Mental Hygiene 
in Baltimore from 

the late 1960s until her retirement in 1985. It was during this 
period that she met Carpenter.

“His interests became her interests,” says Robert Houlihan, 
a close family relative and the fund’s trustee. “She was taken 
with his interest in schizophrenia and his leadership, and she 
was inspired to find ways to support early-stage researchers, to 
provide some means to kickstart their great ideas.”

Houlihan says that in the early 2000s, Forbes began to 
assemble what would become the Clare e. Forbes Trust for 
MPRC Research in 2016. The mission of the trust is “to initi-
ate pilot research studies devoted to acquisition of knowledge 
on the causes, prevention and novel therapeutic discovery 
related to the pathology of schizophrenia.”

According to Carpenter, the key phrase is “to initiate,” 
mainly because without private philanthropy, a center like his 
can afford to do little more than cover the basics. 

 “Our budget was covering what it cost us to run the clinics 
and to have some of the hires, but we did not have money to 
fund people,” he says. “Worse, our field has always had trouble 
raising money, no doubt due to the stigma and misunderstand-
ings surrounding mental illness. That’s why the Forbes Trust 
bequest made such a big impact—it formed the steppingstone 
that the MPRC researchers needed to advance their ideas.”

It was the crucial next step needed by James Waltz, PhD, 
associate professor of psychiatry, who translated seed fund-
ing	from	the	Forbes	Trust	into	a	$2.65	million	R01	grant	to	
investigate the impact of stress on the brain’s reward system 
function and symptoms of schizophrenia. 

“The problem is, you can’t get big grants without having 
pilot data,” says Waltz. “The importance of the Forbes money 
is that, by helping us to collect data from procedures on, say, 
15 patients, and include preliminary results in grant applica-
tions, I could convince NIH to fund a study where I proposed 
to run 150 or more subjects—samples big enough for robust 
tests of hypotheses.”

“Philanthropy was a personal requirement for Clare,” says 
Houlihan. “She was always that way, giving money, giving 
support, personally, and always looking to benefit society. And 
that’s what we’ve endeavored to do with the trust.”

For more information about ways you can help support the future  
of medicine, please contact Marjorie Bray at (410) 706-0418 or  
mbray@som.umaryland.edu.  

a Time for Giving 

Managing  
Money 

In a year marked by unprecedented challenges, J.P. Morgan 
donors have risen to the occasion with extraordinary generosity.

During fiscal year 2020,1 the J.P. Morgan Charitable 
Giving Fund2	delivered	21,900	grants	totaling	$919.1	million	
delivered to more than 9,600 different nonprofit organiza-
tions. Giving increased by more than 47%, and the number of 
charitable recipients increased by more than 20%.

Since the start of the COvID-19 pandemic, our donors have 
responded with swift and profound generosity to meet pressing 
needs in local communities and around the world. The unique 
challenges of 2020 prompted growth in grantmaking to orga-
nizations that serve public and societal needs—including food 
banks, community foundations and advocacy groups. At the 
same time, our donors continue to give more across nonprofit 
sectors and to the causes they care deeply about. 

Shifting Resources to Address Societal Needs 
Issues such as civil rights, community improvement and voter 
education became increasingly important to our donors during 
this time. education continued to be the most popular area of 
interest for grantmaking.

The mission of the trust is “to initiate pilot research 
studies devoted to acquisition of knowledge on the causes, 

prevention and novel therapeutic discovery related to  
the pathology of schizophrenia.”

Angela Brown, ’93

Giving During the Pandemic
The philanthropic sector mobi-
lized in the months following 
the outbreak of COvID-19. J.P. 
Morgan donors recommended 
grants	of	more	than	$200	million	
during March, April and May. 
That active grantmaking repre-
sented a 40% increase over the 
same time period in 2019.

Collaborative Coronavirus 
Relief
In one community, small-business 
owners, local politicians, nonprof-
its and citizens banded together 
to provide direct relief from 
COvID-19. The goal was to pool 
funds to address the most essential 
needs: food insecurity, PPe for 
frontline responders, technology 
access and more. The coalition’s 
leaders opened a Donor Advised 
Fund account to streamline 
fundraising and grantmaking. 
Targeting support to organizations 
serving the community, to date 
the group has distributed millions 
to local charities. Flexibility, ease 
of use and rapid mobilization 
made the Donor Advised Fund an 
ideal platform to organize efforts 
and provide an inspiring level of 
care to people in need.

Maximizing Charitable 
Intentions
Through multiple benefits, Donor 
Advised Funds helps donors get the most out of giving:
•	 Immediate	tax	deductions	and	tax-free	growth	of	donations	

until grants are made
•	 Expanded	donation	options	including	cash,	publicly	traded	

securities, illiquid securities and hedge fund holdings
•	 Greater	investment	flexibility
•	 Ability	to	recommend	grants	globally
•	 Flexibility	in	how	grants	are	recognized
1 July 1, 2019 through June 30, 2020
2 The J.P. Morgan Charitable Giving Fund is offered under an agreement between J.P. Morgan 
and National Philanthropic Trust, a public charity incorporated in Pennsylvania.

Individual Grants and Total Values

Source for both graphs: All data in the 2020 Giving Report courtesy of National Philanthropic 
Trust, July 1, 2019 through June 30, 2020.

Total Grants by Cause

Disclosures:
The information expressed is being 
provided for informational and 
educational purposes only. It is not 
intended to provide specific advice or 
recommendations for any individual. 
you should carefully consider your 
needs and objectives before making 
any decisions. For specific guidance on 
how this information should be applied 
to your situation, you should consult 
your qualified representative. The 
information provided may inform you 
of certain products and services offered 
by J.P. Morgan’s wealth management 
businesses, part of JPMorgan Chase & 
Co. (“JPM”). The views and strategies 
described in the material may not be 
suitable for all investors and are subject 
to risks. This material is confidential 
and intended for your personal use. It 
should not be circulated to or used by 
any other person, or duplicated for non-
personal use, without our permission. 

JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A. Member 
FDIC

This is not a commitment to lend. All 
extensions of credit are subject to credit 
approval. Bank products and services 
are offered by JPMorgan Chase Bank, 
N.A. and its bank affiliates.

© 2020 JPMorgan Chase & Co. All 
rights reserved.

 

Scott D. Canuel, CFA, CFP© 
J.P. Morgan Private Bank 
scott.d.canuel@jpmorgan.com

Clare E. Forbes served as director of nutrition for the State 
of Maryland Department of Health and Mental Hygiene in 
Baltimore from the late 1960s until her retirement in 1985.



Recollections

In 2006, a major expansion of the medical center was completed 
with the opening of the top three floors of the Weinberg 

Building on lombard Street. It included new units for intensive 
care, cardiac surgery, and acute surgery—19 operating rooms and 

emergency departments for adults and children.

In 1881, J. Ford Thompson, class of 1857, a renowned surgeon 
in Washington, D.C., was consulted when U.S. President James 
A. Garfield was shot and mortally wounded on July 2. Another 

consultant was inventor Alexander Graham Bell who tried to locate 
the bullet with a specially designed device. On September 6, Garfield 

was transported to the New Jersey seaside where for a few days he 
seemed to be recuperating, but he died on September 19 from an 

infection and internal hemorrhage. Thompson also served as family 
physician to a number of U.S. cabinet members.

140 Years Ago}
A look back at America’s fifth oldest medical school and its illustrious alumni

In 1906, Samuel T. Darling, class of 1903, an instructor in histology and 
pathology at Maryland, wrote the first clinical and pathological description 
of a disease associated with tubercle-like lesions in the lungs, liver, spleen, 
and lymph nodes. The disease, known as Darling’s Disease, was disseminated 
histoplasmosis. Darling became a world authority as an epidemiologist and 
tropical disease expert, and he was nominated for the Nobel Prize. 

115 Years Ago{

15 Years Ago}
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Your LEGACY...
it’s Personal

PLANNED GIVING 

Lillian Crenshaw wanted to honor her husband Dr. M. Carlyle 
Crenshaw Jr. for his contributions to the School of Medicine, and his 
focus on the care of pregnant women who needed more than routine 
perinatal care. She says it is also a simple matter of giving back. Her 
entire education, from first grade through her medical fellowship, 
was made possible through public schools, church scholarships, 
and publicly supported hospitals. She felt the best way to continue 
Dr. Crenshaw’s focus, honor his contributions to patient care, and 
meet a need within the Department of Obstetrics, Gynecology and 
Reproductive Sciences was to create a professorship, which she did 
through her legacy gift that established the M. Carlyle Crenshaw, 
Jr., MD Professorship in Maternal Fetal Medicine. Her generous 
philanthropy will help countless women and their babies now and 
into the future. 

How will you inspire others with your legacy?
Legacy gifts to the University of Maryland Baltimore Foundation cost 
nothing up front. Whether your beneficiary designation is through 
your will, IRA, pension plan, a Charitable Gift Annuity (CGA), or life 
insurance policy, your gift is customizable and adaptable to changing 
financial situations.

Your gift can:

Whatever form your legacy gift takes, you can have an impact on the  
future of medicine.  

For more information about bequests, gifts that pay income for life, 
and other innovative ways to support the School of Medicine, please  
visit: www.umbfplannedgiving.org. 

Or contact: 
Marjorie Bray
Director of Development, Alumni
University of Maryland School of Medicine
410-706-0418 | mbray@som.umaryland.edu

*PLEASE NOTE: Legacy gifts should be made payable to  
the University of Maryland Baltimore Foundation, Inc., for  
the benefit of the University of Maryland School of Medicine. 

•	build an endowment;

•	support faculty;

•	advance research;

•	provide scholarships;

•	support the School of  
Medicine’s other critical needs.

“I feel obligated to give back 
to the University of Maryland 
School of Medicine, so that  
others could someday 
benefit as I have.” 

—Mrs. Lillian Crenshaw

Dr. M. Carlyle Crenshaw Jr.

The shooting of President Garfield



studentactivities

ike everything else these days, nothing is normal, and the 24th 
annual White Coat Ceremony was no exception. The 153 students 
constituting the Class of 2024 met virtually on November 10, 2020, 
to accept their white coats, recite the University of Maryland School 

of Medicine Code of Honor, and sign the School of Medicine Honor 
Registry.

This year the Medical Alumni Association purchased the white coats 
and included congratulatory and inspirational messages to all of the 
students. The messages were printed on cards and placed into the pockets of 
the garments. 

George C. Willis, MD, assistant professor in the department of 
emergency medicine and assistant residency program director, was this year’s 
faculty presenter. Students were invited to the office of student affairs in 
the weeks leading up to the celebration to sign the honor registry. Students 
participated via Zoom conferencing, and parents and families were invited 
to view the ceremony on youTube.

a White Coat Ceremony like No Other

Congratulations on reaching this first of many milestones to come! It is a huge 
accomplishment! This year is so strange and starting medical school amidst a pandemic is no easy 
feat but good, caring physicians are so needed in the world right now! As overwhelming as medical 
school can be sometimes, it truly represents some of the best years of my life! Try to enjoy the 
camaraderie and soak up the moments, even those spent studying in the library! Believe it or not, 
you’ll look back on them so fondly! Please email me anytime for advice or encouragement.”
-Laura Herzig, ’14

When my class was issued 
our white coats (and pants), there 
were no cell phones or personal 
computers. The MRI was in its 
infancy, and the upcoming public 
health menace was AIDS. The 
Baltimore campus was mostly 
parking lots and MLK Boulevard 
was under construction as was 
the “new” inner harbor. Much 
has changed since. What hasn’t 
changed is what I learned in 
medical school about putting 
patients first. As you will soon 
learn, we treat people, not 
diseases. Your patients become 
your family. Congratulations on 
starting a rich and demanding 
career. It is the best job in the 
world.”
-Alan Malouf, ’85

“

“

l  1950: Thomas N. 
Corpening of Spring, Tex., 

has three children—a lawyer, an accoun-
tant, and a computer systems analyst. ❖ 

Miriam S. Daly of Chelsea, Mich., is 95 
and continues driving her car while living 
in a retirement community. She has a 
daughter who is a retired anesthesiologist 
and a son who lives just five miles away. 
❖ Henry H. Startzman, Jr., of Timonium, 
Md., reminds classmates that the corona-
virus kept them from celebrating their 70th 
class reunion last spring. They are hoping 
to celebrate this year. Startzman has six 
great-grandchildren. ❖ Harriet L. Wooten 
reports that she is living in a retirement 
home in Greenville, N.C. She has happy 
memories from medical school. 1953: 
George H. Miller of Baltimore is enjoying 
retirement. 1955: Richard F. Leighton of 
Savannah, Ga., is a co-author of 80 Poems 
by Two Octogenarians. 1956: Charles H. 
King moved to Kula, Hawaii, on the island 
of Maui in 2015. 1958: Jerome Tilles of 
Spring, Tex., reports that he is still ticking. 
1959: August Daniel King, Jr., and wife 
Netta of Lutherville, Md., celebrated their 
62nd wedding anniversary last September. 
Ramon Roig and wife Aida are enjoying 
retirement in Timonium, Md., where they 
visit four children, seven grandchildren, and 
seven great-grandchildren. 

1960: Theodore Zanker 
of Cheshire, Conn., remains 

active in patient advocacy since retiring 
from patient care, serving as chair of the 
Connecticut State Medical Society delega-
tion to the AMA House of Delegates as well 
as other advocacy and research activities. 
1961: George E. Bandy and wife Shirley 
of Scottsdale, Ariz., recently celebrated 
their 65th wedding anniversary. They 
spend the oppressive summer months in 
Flagstaff where it is considerably cooler. ❖ 

Michael B. A. Oldstone announces that a 
revised edition of his book Viruses, Plagues 
and History was released in September 

2020. The viral-immunobiology lab that he 
founded at Scripps Research Institute in 
1975 was closed at the end of 2019. 1964: 
Lawrence Solomon of Pikesville, Md., 
retired from his internal medicine practice 
in October 2019. Now he is a full-time 
Covid-19 enforced landscaper. 1965: Sig 
L. Sattenspiel of Freehold, N.J., has retired 
from his facial plastic surgery practice after 
48 years. He is now devoting himself to 
jazz piano, studying military history, golf, 
and pursuits in the fine arts. ❖ Louis E. 
Steinberg of Silver Spring, Md., continues 
in his pulmonary practice and enjoys his 
two grandsons who are both under the 
age of three. 1966: Richard H. Bard 
and wife Jane report that they have been 
mentally and physically challenged during 
the pandemic living in New York City. They 
hope classmates are following the safety 
guidelines so that everyone stays safe. ❖ 

Charles H. Classen, Jr., of Kinston, N.C., 
has been out of work since March due to 
COVID. He was honored as teacher of the 
year by the East Carolina Family Practice 
residents. He and classmate Richard Glass 
recently spent a week together at Classen’s 
mountain house. ❖ Samuel E. Press of 
East Greenbush, N.Y., sadly reports that 
wife Sue passed away in May 2020. ❖ C. 
Downey Price of Conroe, Tex., retired 
last May after 48 years of ophthalmol-
ogy practice. He continues with pro bono 
work in underserved countries through 
Benevolent Missions International which 
he co-founded. ❖ Stephen F. Gordon of 
Stone Mountain, Ga., reports that he has a 
granddaughter in her second year at Duke, 
and a grandson who began at Harvard last 
fall. The grandson was named first runner-
up during Jazz at Lincoln Center in NYC for 
his trombone playing. ❖ Louis E. Grenzer 
of Cockeysville, Md., has six children and 
16 grandchildren. He is clinical dean at 
Spartan Health Sciences University. 1967: 
Arthur L. Hughes of Cincinnati continues 
in his Riverhills Neurology practice and 
with Case Consultants. 1968: Morton B. 

Blumberg and wife Carol are retired and 
living in Ashville, N.C. ❖ Elliot S. Cohen of 
Colorado Springs, Colo., has retired after 50 
years of psychiatric private practice. He is 
writing an autobiography for his grandchil-
dren and continues his long-term interest 
in genealogy, having made three visits to his 
ancestral town in Poland. ❖ Ronald Glick 
of Morrisville, Pa., reports that daughter 
Danielle, ’14, completed a pulmonary/
critical care fellowship and is now a fellow 
in sleep medicine at Maryland.

1970: Charles B. Marek, 
Jr., of Middle River, Md., is 

waiting out the pandemic by sailing the 
Chesapeake Bay and spending time in Fort 
Myers Beach, Fla. ❖ Charles I. Weiner of 
Baltimore retired from Advanced Radiology 
in Baltimore after 45 years—right before 
the pandemic. He keeps busy by painting 
and Zoom conferencing with grandchildren. 
He and wife Ilene have been married 52 
years and both are looking forward to that 
50th reunion at Maryland…one day. 1971: 
Maury L. Fradkin of Hilton Head, S.C., is 
enjoying time at home with wife Janice dur-
ing the pandemic quarantine. ❖ Michael 
J. Mahoney of Cincinnati is working four 
days per week in child adolescent and adult 
psychiatry, treating mostly college stu-
dents with ADHD, depression, and anxiety 
disorder. He finds it a rewarding career, 
although lately his patient contacts are 
limited to phone or video. 1972: Sumner 
H. Goodman of Loudonville, N.Y., is look-
ing forward to the 50th reunion in 2022 and 
has fond memories from medical school. 
1973: The MAA apologizes to Jeffrey 
C. Blum of Cornelius, N.C., for omitting 
his name from the John Beale Davidge 
Alliance 1807 Circle in the recent honor roll 
of honors published in the fall magazine. 
Blum is a supporter of Davidge Hall and 
sits on the MAA Davidge Hall Restoration 
Committee. 1974: Stephen E. Metzner 
of Hagerstown, Md., is director of geriatrics 
for the Meritus Family Medicine Residency 
Program. ❖ Edward N. Sherman of 
Reisterstown, Md., hopes 2021 will be 
happier and healthier for all Maryland 
alumni. ❖ Elise van der Jagt of Pittsford, 
N.Y., was named chief medical officer for 
regional health operations at Golisano 
Children’s Hospital of the University of 

1950s

1960s

1970s

classnotes

Medicine Bulletin Winter 2020–2021                                                                                    [26]  [27]                                                                                                UNIveRSITy OF MARylAND



Medicine Bulletin Winter 2020–2021                                                                                    [28] [29]                                                                                                UNIveRSITy OF MARylAND

classnotes

Rochester where he specializes in pedi-
atric critical care and hospital medicine. 
He and wife Janet have 10 grandchildren, 
eight of whom live close to their home. 
1975: Rick Taylor and wife Kathie of 
Baltimore have endowed a professorship in 
honor of Maryland neurology chair Peter 
Crino, MD. 1976: Sherry L. Werner of 
San Antonio is a volunteer grant reviewer 
for a non-profit organization and enjoys 
spending time with six grandsons, traveling, 
cycling, and gardening. She is retired from 
UT Health Science Center, having served as 
professor of pathology with subspecialties 
in hematopathology and nephropathology. 
1977: Richard J. Feldman of Edgewater, 
Md., retired on his birthday in August 2019 
and feels re-born. ❖ Martin I. Herman 
and wife Lynette of Tupelo, Miss., are hap-
pily retired and have eight grandchildren. 
Herman is busy playing and promoting 
pickleball. ❖ Edward B. Mishner and wife 
Ann of Baltimore are proud grandparents of 
five. He continues working with Advanced 
Radiology. 1978: G. Howard Bathon, II 
of Baltimore is working part-time at GBMC 
and impatiently awaiting to see his grand-
children in Texas. ❖ Deborah J. Biller 
of Monterey, Calif., retired last year from 
her family medicine and hospice practice. 
❖ Calvin Chatlos of Old Bridge, N.J., an 
addiction psychiatrist at Rutgers University, 
presented (virtually) “A Framework of 
Spirituality for a New Field of Applied 
Spirituality” during the International Society 
of Addiction Medicine annual meeting last 
November. ❖ Gary C. Prada of Fulton, 
Md., is retiring from Maryland Primary Care 
Physicians in February and looks forward 
to spending more time with family. ❖ 

Randolph G. Whipps of Towson, Md., is 
medical director of the LifeMed Institute 
doing wellness, preventive cardiology, and 
hormone replacement. He retired from 
the Maryland Midtown campus in 2018 
and misses his patients and staff. 1979: 
Joanne L. Blum is the Andy and Joan 
Horner Endowed Chair in Breast Cancer 
Research at Baylor-Sammons Cancer Center 
in Dallas. She sees patients, teaches fel-
lows, and is performing clinical research 
and participating in translational research, 
and there are no plans to retire anytime 
soon. Husband Paul is associate dean for 

academic affairs at the Texas A&M Dental 
School. Their two children and grandchild 
are doing well. ❖ Max Koenigsberg of 
Chicago reports that son Sam is a second-
year student at the D.O. program at Kansas 
City University of Medicine and Biosciences. 
❖ Richard A. Lebow of Hunt Valley, Md., 
recently celebrated his mother’s 100th 
birthday. ❖ Susan Strahan of Baltimore 
retired from her psychiatry practice in last 
December. She looks forward to more 
travel once COVID has passed. ❖ Kristen 
A. Zarfos of Deep River, Conn., is a senior 
breast care surgeon and medical director of 
the Comprehensive Women’s Health Center 
at St. Francis Hospital in Hartford.

1980: Michael R. Kessler 
of Denver thinks we should 

all pray for a successful COVID vaccine. 
❖ Roger J. Robertson of Chambersburg, 
Pa., joyfully reports that he became a 
grandfather for the first time in October 
2019 when son Thomas, ’15, and his wife 
gave birth to Clare Loretta. 1981: Dina 
R. Sokal and husband Alan of Owings 
Mills, Md., announce the birth of grand-
daughter Elisheva Shirley in Los Angeles 
on April 8, 2020. 1982: Richard A. Lane 
has retired from clinical practice in Virginia 
and moved to Oak Island, N.C. He also 
served as director of the master of public 
health program at Liberty University. ❖ 

Andrew V. Panagos of North Potomac, 
Md., reports that daughter Katherine, 
’20, has remained at Maryland for internal 
medicine training, while son Michael is a 
second-year student here. 1983: Monica 
A. Buescher is chief of the department 
of OB/GYN at the University of Maryland 
St. Joseph Medical Center—the hospital 
where she first started her private practice 
in 1989. ❖ Charles E. Hendricks of Bar 
Harbor, Maine, is chief of Mount Desert 
Island Hospital General Surgery Group after 
practicing privately for 30 years. ❖ Garry L. 
Mueller recently celebrated his 34th year 
in family medicine in Lancaster, Pa., and 
hopes to make it to 40. ❖ Lee Stenzler 
of Stockton, Calif., reports that his first 
grandchild was born in April 2020. Stenzler 
continues to enjoy his practice of interven-
tional cardiology. 1984: John R. Downs 
Castoville, Tex., retired after 40 years of 

federal service and is looking forward to 
spending more time with family and recon-
necting with old friends. ❖ Carol Miller 
of Baltimore has joined classmate Brad 
Lerner on the MAA Board of Directors 
and is excited about the next reunion. 
She continues working at St. Agnes and 
reports that both of her children are in the 
fine arts, gainfully employed, and creating 
despite the pandemic. She misses travel 
but was able visit South Africa and Spain/
Portugal in early 2000. 1985: Jeffrey D. 
Benner of Salisbury, Md., reports that he 

and classmates James Amerena, Sean 
Hunt, and Jeffrey Etherton held their 
annual Rockfish Tournament on Tilghman 
Island, Md., in October. Amerena was 
this year’s winner with the largest catch. 
1986: Thomas E. Kelly, III, of Lewes, 
Del., unexpectedly retired last October after 
30 years in the practice of anesthesiology, 
but he continues working part-time in a 
local wellness practice. 1987: Donald 
V. Woytowitz of Wexford, Pa., continues 
practicing at the University of Pittsburgh, 
primarily in benign hematology. Son James 
is a senior at Northwestern University in 
biomedical engineering, while son Vick is 
applying to graduate school in biotechnol-
ogy and biomedical engineering. 1988: 
Gregg Heacock and Paula DeCandido of 
Annapolis, Md., have a daughter practicing 
veterinary medicine in NYC after graduating 
from PennVet in May 2020. 

1992: Virginia A. Powel 
of Roanoke, Va., recently 

passed the boards for the American Board 
of Obesity Medicine. 1993: Angela J. 

1990s

Brown of Columbia, Md., has retired from 
internal medicine to continue building her 
health coaching practice—helping people 
develop healthy bodies, healthy mindsets, 
and healthy finances. 1995: Olayemi 
O. Osiyemi of Palm Beach Gardens, Fla., 
established a medical spa named Fantastic 
Wellness Center. ❖ Alla Zilberman moved 
to Sarasota, Fla. 1996: Mahrukh M. 
Hussain is in her 17th year as a staff hema-
tologist/oncologist at Kaiser Permanente 
in Gaithersburg, Md. Her son is attending 
College Park, while her daughters are in 
11th and sixth grade, respectively.

2000: Matthew D. Sedgley 
of Frederick, Md., continues 

as Orioles team physician and recently 
became director of emergency action 
planning for MedStar Health North. 2001: 
Joseph “Greg” Hobelmann of Baltimore 
was named joint CEO for Ashley Addiction 
Treatment. He joined Ashley in 2009 and 
is certified in both psychiatry and addic-
tion medicine. Hobelmann has created 
several programs there and established a 
partnership with Johns Hopkins to address 
the opioid epidemic. ❖ Elizabeth Reeves 
is a commander in the U.S. Navy sta-
tioned at Naval Hospital Camp Pendleton, 
Calif. She is board certified in family and 
preventive medicine. Reeves and husband 
Major Travis Reeves have two children—
Gabrielle, age 10, and Christopher, age 
six. 2002: Parham Jaberi and wife 
Sepideh live in Richmond, Va. Jaberi is 
chief deputy commissioner for public 
health and preparedness for the Virginia 
Department of Health and currently leads 
the state’s strategy for COVID-19 testing. 
2003: Julia Flukinger of Cockeysville, 
Md., is a partner with Advanced Radiology 
who specializes in breast imaging. 2006: 
Larry Edelman, wife Lauren, and daughter 
Evelyn recently welcomed to the family 
Abigail Brynn. 2007: Christina Polyak, 
husband Ben, and three-year-old daughter 
Lily of Potomac, Md., welcomed daughter 
Katherine in August 2019. Polyak and her 
husband work in infectious diseases and 
have been busy with COVID-19. 2008: 
Amy Reed Andrus lives in Washington, 
D.C., with husband William and two 
daughters (ages 12 and nine). She works 
at the Women’s Center at Washington 

Adventist Hospital in Takoma Park, provid-
ing outpatient prenatal care through the 
Montgomery County Maternity Partnership 
Program. Andrus adds that she hasn’t 
seen any classmates for quite some time, 
although she does communicate with email 
and Facebook. 2008: Luke Smart is on 
the faculty at the University of Cincinnati 
College of Medicine and Cincinnati Hospital 
Medical Center as assistant professor of 
internal medicine and pediatrics after com-
pleting a combined pediatric hematology/
oncology and adult hematology fellowship 
in July 2020.

2010: Ijeoma E. Akunyili 
of Old Greenwich, Conn., is 

regional medical director for TeamHealth 
and continues to enjoy EM practice as 
well as raising two teenagers with hus-
band Aristide. ❖ Sarah Dubbs of Fulton, 
Md., received the ACEP 2020 national 
Emergency Medicine Junior Faculty 
Teaching Award and was promoted to 
program director for Maryland’s emer-
gency medicine residency program. 2011: 
Krystal L. Nicht and husband Alfredo 

Manzur of Miami celebrated the birth of son 
Mateo Anthony on June 18, 2020. ❖ Talia 
L. Shorr reports that she is a family doctor 
in the film/TV industry in Los Angeles and is 
also kept busy at home with three children 
and an evil cat. 2014: Nicole Cimino-
Fiallos is assistant medical director of the 
emergency department at Meritus Medical 
Center in Hagerstown, Md. 2015: Lydia 
Barlow Faiia is enjoying being a family 
care doctor in Cambridge, Mass. She and 
her husband have two children, Henry, age 
two, and Carolina, born in March 2020. 
❖ Caitlin Carnell and husband Hunter 
of Poquoson, Va., welcomed Carter, their 
first, on May 15, 2020. ❖ Shaun Moeller 
of Baltimore is a junior faculty member 
in the department of anesthesiology at 
Maryland. 2016: Christina Morris-Berry 
and husband Tom, along with daughter 
Vivian of Baltimore celebrated the birth of 
Everett Luther on April 5, 2020. Morris-Berry 
is completing training in child neurology 
and looks forward to finding a job in 2021. 
2017: Angelina June recently started a 
neonatal/perinatal medicine fellowship at 
the University of Virginia.

2000s 2010s
1980s

The Anglers: from left, Jeffrey Etherton, ’85, Sean 
Hunt, ’85, James Amerena, ’85, Jeffrey Benner, ’85, 
and Michael Fisher, ’83

Mission: The Medical Alumni 
Association of the University of 
Maryland, Inc., in continuous operation 
since 1875, is an independent charitable 
organization dedicated to supporting 
the University of Maryland School of 
Medicine and Davidge Hall.

Board Structure: The MAA is governed 
by a board consisting of five officers 
and nine board members. Each year 
more than 100 alumni participate on its 
seven standing committees and special 
anniversary class reunion committees. 

Membership: Annual dues are $85. 
Dues are complimentary the first 
four years after graduation and can 
be extended until the graduate has 
completed training. Dues are waived for 
members reaching their 50th graduation 
anniversary or have turned 70 years of 
age. Revenues support salaries for two 
full-time and five part-time employees, 
as well as general office expenses to 

maintain the alumni data base, produce 
the quarterly Bulletin magazine, stage 
social events for alumni and students, 
administer a revolving student loan fund, 
and oversee conservation of Davidge Hall 
and maintain its museum.

Annual Fund: The association admin-
isters the annual fund on behalf of 
the medical school. Gift revenues 
support student loans and scholar-
ships, lectureships, professorships, 
capital projects—including Davidge Hall 
conservation—plus direct support to 
departments for special projects and 
unrestricted support to the dean.

The Morton M. Krieger, MD, Medical 
Alumni Center is located on the second 
floor of Davidge Hall, located at 522 W. 
Lombard Street, Baltimore, MD, 21201-
1636, telephone 410.706.7454,  
fax 410.706.3658, website  
www.medicalalumni.org, and email  
maa@medalumni.umaryland.edu.

Our Medical Alumni Association
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School of Medicine. He practiced privately 
in Hagerstown from 1965 until retirement 
in 2000. Hobbies included photography, 
genealogy, antiques, and electronics. In 
addition, Snyder had a passion for classi-
cal music. Preceded in death by son Stuart, 
he is survived by wife Janet, one son, one 
daughter, and three grandchildren. 

Jorge A. Franco-Irizarry, ’56  
Ophthalmology  
San Juan, Puerto Rico  
September 30, 2020

Paul V. Slater, ’56  
Plastic Surgery  
Cheyenne, Wyo.  
July 12, 2020

After residency training at Milwaukee 
County Hospital, Dr. Slater returned to 
Maryland for training in surgery. During 
residency, he traveled to Yale University 
for a cancer fellowship from 1961 to 1962. 
Cleveland Clinic was the location of a 
plastic surgery fellowship from 1965 to 
1967, and when his military commitment 
was completed, Slater moved to Cheyenne 
where he practiced for the next 30 years. In 
retirement, he enjoyed outdoor activities 
and flying with a private pilot’s license he 
received years earlier. Preceded in death by 
wife Mary and son Robert, Slater is survived 
by four children and 10 grandchildren. 

Anthony J. Calciano, ’57  
Cardiology  
Aptos Hills, Calif.  
March 14, 2019

Boston City Hospital was the location 
of Dr. Calciano’s internship, followed by 
residency training at New England Center 
Hospital and fellowship training at Michael 
Reese Hospital in Chicago and Stanford 
University Medical Center in Palo Alto, 
Calif. He practiced in Santa Cruz for more 
than 50 years, retiring at age 82. From 1962 
to 1989, he was an assistant professor at 
Stanford University. Calciano and wife Linda 
co-founded the Jon E. Nadherny/Calciano 
Memorial Youth Symposium at Dominican 
Hospital in memory of their son Jon who 
died at age 23. It enables families, educa-
tors, and mental health and medical health 
professionals to hear nationally renowned 

specialists speak on a wide range of top-
ics including suicide, bullying, substance 
abuse, gender identity, and ADHD. Calciano 
enjoyed travel, skiing, sailing, and fishing. 
Survivors include wife Linda, eight children, 
and 16 grandchildren.

Nicholas A. Garcia, III, ’57  
Radiology  
Fresno, Calif.  
March 11, 2019

Dr. Garcia interned and received residency 
training at the U.S. Naval Hospital in St. 
Albans (Long Island), N.Y. He remained in 
the Navy until 1965, serving as an assis-
tant chief at Portsmouth Naval Hospital 
in Virginia and chief of radiology at Camp 
Pendleton in Oceanside, Calif. Upon 
discharge, Garcia relocated to Fresno, 
practicing for the next 30 years at St. Agnes 
Hospital where he was instrumental in 
establishing a breast imaging center and 
introducing computerized X-ray tomogra-
phy and magnetic resonance imaging to the 
city. He served as chair of radiology there 
from 1979 to 1993 and retired in 1995. 
Hobbies included tennis, skiing, sailing, hik-
ing, birding, reading, and music. Survivors 
include wife Jeanne, three daughters, and 
eight grandchildren. He was preceded in 
death by wife Kathy.

Elliott M. Berg, ’58  
Plastic & Reconstructive Surgery  
Lutherville, Md.  
October 20, 2020

Maryland was the location of Dr. Berg’s 
internship followed by residency and fel-
lowship training at Maimonides Hospital in 
Brooklyn, N.Y., Union Memorial Hospital in 
Baltimore, and Allentown General Hospital 
in Pennsylvania. Military service followed, 
with Berg serving as chief of the division of 
plastic and maxillofacial surgery, Keesler Air 
Force Base in Biloxi, Miss., and in Nairobi, 
Kenya, in 1966 with Flying Doctor Service. 
He practiced privately from 1966 until 
retirement in 2006. Appointments included 
chief of the division of plastic surgery at 
Union Memorial Hospital from 1975 to 
2006 and assistant professor of plastic 
surgery at Johns Hopkins from 1975 until 
retirement. Berg was a volunteer caller 
during the MAA phonathon in Davidge 
Hall during the 1980s. He enjoyed garden-

Michael J. Foley, ’52       
General Surgery  
Indialantic, Fla.  
August 13, 2020

Maryland was the location of Dr. Foley’s 
internship and residency training after 
graduation. He relocated to Florida to set up 
a private practice in general surgery. Foley 
was a senior vice president of Health First 
Health Systems and was the founder and 
first president of the Florida Medical Society. 
For 20 years he was a delegate to the Florida 
Medical Association and for 10 years served 
on the board of directors for Florida Blue 
Cross/Blue Shield. He enjoyed golf and ten-
nis. Foley is survived by wife Dorothy, four 
children, and four grandchildren. He was 
preceded in death by son James.

Walter H. Byerly, ’53  
Anesthesiology  
Madison, Wis.  
July 18, 2020

Following internship at Maryland, Dr. Byerly 
served in the U.S. Air Force in Korea and 
Japan from 1954 to 1956. Upon completion 
of military service, he received residency 
training in general practice at the University 
of Colorado, Denver, and practiced there 
until 1961 when he received additional 
training in anesthesiology at Children’s 
Hospital of Los Angeles and Mayo Clinic in 
Rochester, Minn. In 1963, Byerly relo-
cated to Fresno, Calif., where he practiced 
anesthesiology. For 10 years he served 
as chair of the department of anesthesia 
at Saint Agnes Hospital. In retirement 
in 1987, he relocated to Madison to be 
near family. Byerly enjoyed woodworking, 
gardening, and the outdoors. Survivors 
include wife Maria, three children, and eight 
grandchildren.

Clovis M. Snyder, ’55  
Internal Medicine Allergy  
Hagerstown, Md.  
October 1, 2020

After an internship at Maryland, Dr. Snyder 
received residency training in internal 
medicine through the U.S. Army at the 
VA Hospital at Fort Howard, Md, before 
serving in Paris, France, at the 196th sta-
tion hospital. From 1964 to 1965, Snyder 
pursued fellowship training in allergy and 
immunology at the University of Pittsburgh 

George A. Lentz, Jr., ’57, a former Maryland professor of 
pediatrics, assistant dean for student affairs, and past president 
of the Medical Alumni Association, died on December 12, 
2020. He was 92.

Upon graduation, lentz remained at Maryland for intern-
ship and residency training in pediatrics. After a two-year stint 
with the U.S. Army stationed at Martin Army Hospital at Fort 
Benning, Ga., he returned to Maryland for a second residency in 
physical medicine and rehabilitation. He joined Maryland’s fac-
ulty in 1964 as an assistant professor of pediatrics and instructor 
in physical medicine and rehabilitation, rising to full professor 
of pediatrics in 1975. During the 1970s, lentz served as assistant 
dean for student affairs and from 1990 to 1992 was acting chief of 
the division of pediatric neurology. He retired from Maryland in 
1995—three years after joining Mt. Washington Pediatric Hos-
pital as acting director of its pediatric rehabilitation program. He 
was later named attending pediatric physiatrist for the pediatric 
rehabilitation program. Additional appointments included medi-
cal director for both Maryland School for the Blind and United 
Cerebral Palsy of Central Maryland.

A member of the MAA Board of Directors beginning in 

George A. Lentz, Jr., ’57Remembered 

1984, lentz was elected president 
in 1991 and would remain active 
after his term, serving as chair of the 
budget & finance committee. In this 
capacity he helped draft an annual 
budget, monitored expenses, and 
guided growth of the Passen Family 
MAA endowment Fund—the MAA’s primary endowment 
fund supporting general expenses. He retired from the post in 
early 2020.

The MAA recognized his service in 2002, naming lentz 
recipient of the Distinguished Service Award, presented for 
outstanding service to the alumni association and medical 
school. He was a member of John Beale Davidge Alliance 
1807 Circle, the school’s recognition society for major donors.

lentz was an assistant scout master with the Boy Scouts 
of America and was active with Grace Mountain Mission, a 
group providing support services to Haiti where he frequently 
visited. Survivors include wife Shirley Jane, a graduate of 
Maryland’s nursing school, four children, eight grandchil-
dren, and six great-grandchildren.

ing, cooking, and photography. Survivors 
include wife Sharon, two daughters, and 
four grandchildren.

Albert F. Heck, ’58  
Neurology  
Owings Mills, Md.  
December 3, 2020

Upon graduation, Dr. Heck interned Mercy 
Hospital in Baltimore and from 1959 to 
1962 was an NIH fellow in neurology. He 
continued post-graduate training with a 
fellowship at Walter Reed Army Institute of 
Research and Walter Reed General Hospital 
and in 1964 joined Maryland’s faculty as 
professor of neurology before joining the 
faculty at the University of Tennessee in 
1977 where for five years he was profes-
sor and chair of neurology and director of 
neurosciences. In 1982, Heck relocated 
to Charleston, West Virginia, where for 
the next 18 years he maintained a private 
practice and was a clinical professor and 
director of neurological education at West 
Virginia School of Medicine. In retirement, 
he served as a consultant in neurology for 

the Social Security Administration. Heck 
was a member of Maryland’s John Beale 
Davidge Alliance Silver Circle, the school’s 
society for major donors. He enjoyed 
philately, history, archeology, genealogy, 
and travel. He is survived by wife Marilyn, 
four children, seven grandchildren, and one 
great-grandchild.

Jose A. Pereyo, ’59  
Cardiovascular Disease  
Bayamon, Puerto Rico  
October 16, 2020

Hans R. Wilhelmsen, ’59  
Plastic Surgery  
Lutherville, Md.  
October 9, 2020

Dr. Wilhemsen immigrated to America from 
Tonsberg, Norway, after World War II and 
graduated from Maryland’s dental school 
before attending medical school. Upon 
graduation, he interned at Mercy Hospital 
and completed residency training in surgery 
at Maryland. From 1963 to 1965, Wilhelmsen 
pursued a plastic surgery fellowship at the 

University of Pittsburgh. He then returned 
to Baltimore where he practiced for the next 
40 years assisting patients who suffered 
disfiguring injuries. Appointments included 
chief of plastic surgery at St. Joseph, 
Maryland General, Kernan, and Mercy 
Hospitals. Wilhelmsen was a member of the 
John Beale Davidge Alliance Silver Circle—
the school’s recognition society for major 
donors. He enjoyed fishing, travel, and sum-
mers in Rehoboth Beach. Survivors include 
wife Leah, two children (one of whom was 
married to Robert C. Greenwell, Jr., ’85), 
two stepchildren, and nine grandchildren 
including Patrick Greenwell, ’15, and his 
wife Ariana, ’15. 

Merrill I. Berman, ’62  
Psychiatry  
Henrico, Va.  
November 26, 2020

After graduation Dr. Berman remained at 
Maryland for training in psychiatry. He 
served in the U.S. Air Force during the 
Vietnam War and was stationed in San 



Francisco, rising to the rank of lieuten-
ant colonel before discharge in 1983. 
Berman maintained a private practice in 
Pikesville and later Towson beginning in 
the 1970s while serving as director of the 
Southwestern Community Mental Health 
Center in Baltimore County and later mental 
health service for children and adolescents 
in Montgomery County. He also main-
tained a private practice from the 1970s 
until retirement. Berman was a devoted 
Baltimore Colts, Ravens, and Orioles fan 
and prolific reader of science fiction and 
science. Preceded in death by wife Roslyn, 
he is survived by two children and four 
grandchildren.

Stanley A. Klatsky, ’62  
Plastic Surgery  
Fort Lauderdale, Fla.  
October 10, 2020

Prior to medical school, Dr. Klatsky gradu-
ated from Maryland’s school of pharmacy. 
Sinai Hospital in Baltimore was the location 
of his internship and residency training in 
surgery after medical school graduation. 
From 1966 to 1968, he received fellow-
ship training in plastic surgery at Columbia 
Presbyterian Hospital in New York City and 
then entered private practice in Baltimore 
that continued until retirement in 2006. 
Klatsky held a teaching appointment at 
Johns Hopkins, was elected president of 
the American Society for Aesthetic Plastic 
Surgery, served as editor-in-chief of the 
journal Aesthetic Plastic Surgery, and in 
1987 chaired the inaugural International 
Symposium of Aesthetic Surgery in Beijing, 
China. He enjoyed photography and travel. 
Preceded in death by wife Rosalie, Klatsky is 
survived by two sons.  

Leland M. Garrison, ’63  
Ophthalmology  
Long Beach, Calif.  
July 29, 2020

Upon graduation, Dr. Garrison received 
training at UCLA Medical Center and prac-
ticed in Long Beach for more than 45 years. 
Appointments included clinical profes-
sor of ophthalmology at the UCLA Jules 
Stein Eye Institute focusing on glaucoma, 
board member of Long Beach Community 
Hospital, and president of the hospital’s 
practice plan. Garrison was a founding 

member of S.E.E. International and made 
numerous missions to Mexico, China, and 
Korea to operate on the blind. He was a 
member of Maryland’s John Beale Davidge 
Alliance 1807 Circle, the school’s society 
for major donors. Garrison enjoyed outdoor 
activities and was an avid reader of history, 
war, theology, and Asian art. Survivors 
include wife Kweesook, four children, and 
grandchildren.

Larry J. Warner, ’67  
Dermatology  
Frederick, Md.  
December 7, 2020

Dr. Warner served his military commitment 
with the U.S. Air Force at Patrick Air Force 
Base in Florida. He received training in der-
matology at Maryland before practicing in 
Frederick for 47 years. Survivors include wife 
Nicky, three children, and 10 grandchildren.

David A. Perry, ’70  
Psychiatry  
Harriman, N.Y.  
April 25, 2020

After training at Upstate Medical Center in 
Syracuse, N.Y., Dr. Perry spent his career 
in private practice, first in Syracuse as a 
psychiatrist. In the 1980s, he moved to 
Cornwall-On-Hudson to practice group psy-
chotherapy which continued until late 2019. 
He enjoyed golf, classic music, theater, and 
movies. Perry is survived by wife Susan, two 
children, and eight grandchildren.

H. William Schnaper, ’75  
Pediatric Nephrology  
Wilmette, Ill.  
November 19, 2020

Dr. Schnaper received training in nephrol-
ogy at Mount Sinai Hospital in New York 
City before spending two years in the 
National Health Service Corps. Afterwards 
he received a fellowship in pediatric 
nephrology at St. Louis Children’s Hospital/
Washington University of St. Louis. After 
serving briefly on its faculty, Schnaper 
moved to Washington, D.C., accepting 
an appointment at Children’s National 
Hospital where for four years he served at 
the National Institutes of Health. In 1994, 
he joined the faculty at Northwestern 
University, Lurie Children’s Hospital and 
was later named the Irene Heintz Given and 
John LaPorte Given Research Professor in 
Pediatrics at Northwestern and vice chair of 
pediatrics at Lurie. Appointments included 

president of the American Society for 
Pediatric Nephrology and scientific chair 
for the International Pediatric Nephrology 
Association’s 15th Congress. He was 
recipient of the 2018 ASPN Founder’s 
Award for Lifetime Achievement in the Field 
of Pediatric Nephrology. Schnaper had a 
passion for music, loved sporting activi-
ties—completing the Chicago Marathon in 
2000—and was an avid Chicago Bears fan. 
Survivors include wife Maria, three chil-
dren, and seven grandchildren. He was the 
brother of Lauren, ’81, and son of the late 
Nathan Schnaper, ’49.

Victor V. Cheloliber, ’76  
Family Medicine  
Naples, Fla.  
April 30, 2020

Faculty
John F. Wilber, MD  
Endocrinology  
Bradenton, Fla.  
July 25, 2020

Dr. Wilber served as head of the divi-
sion of endocrinology at Maryland from 
1989 to 2000. Born in Bronxville, N.Y., he 
earned a bachelor’s degree in biology from 
Amherst College and a medical degree from 
Harvard Medical School. He interned at 
Brigham and Women’s Hospital in Boston 
and received residency training at Barnes 
Hospital in St. Louis. This was followed 
by fellowship training at Barnes and the 
Washington University School of Medicine. 
Wilber was an instructor in medicine there 
from 1966 to 1968 before joining the faculty 
at Northwestern University Medical School 
in Chicago where he rose to the rank of 
professor in 1973. From 1978 to 1989, he 
was professor of medicine at Louisiana 
State University Medical Center. While at 
Maryland, he served as president of the 
American Thyroid Association and helped 
establish its editorial board. Wilber also 
served on editorial boards for the Journal 
of Clinical Endocrinology and Metabolism, 
Thyroid University Case Reports, and the 
American Journal of Medical Sciences. Fluent 
in Spanish, he traveled the world as an 
advocate and lecturer for Doctors Without 
Borders. Wilber was an opera patron who 
enjoyed scuba diving, golf and playing 
bridge, cribbage, and chess. He is survived 
by wife Joan, two sons, two daughters, one 
stepson, 13 grandchildren, and one great-
granddaughter. He was preceded in death 
by stepdaughter Abbie. 
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The Otorhinolaryngology – Head & Neck Surgery 
program at University of Maryland Medical Center 
is renowned for safety and excellence in routine and 
advanced care. The department provides expertise in 
all conditions that span both pediatric and adult ENT 
ailments, with special emphasis on head and neck 
tumors and hearing disorders. The team employs 
advanced, minimally invasive procedures, such as 
transoral robotic surgery (TORS) and endoscopic 
endonasal approach (EEA) resulting in less morbidity, 
easier recoveries, and better cosmesis for patients. 

Recognized as one of the nation’s top ENT programs, 
we also pioneer research innovations. Novel discoveries 
include treatment advances in pulsatile tinnitus, better 
understanding the molecular basis of congenital 
and acquired hearing loss, and the fundamental 
mechanisms of how cancer works.

Pictured left to right: Rodney J. Taylor, MD; Kyle Monroe Hatten, MD;  
David J. Eisenman, MD; Kalpesh Tarun Vakharia, MD; Kevin D. Pereira, MD;  
Jeffrey S. Wolf, MD, FACS; Amal Isaiah, MD, PhD; Elizabeth Anne Guardiani, MD

Learn more at umm.edu/ent
Visit our Physician Video Channel at physicians.umm.edu

Affiliated with the University of Maryland School of Medicine

TOP  25
in the nation 
for Ear, Nose 
and Throat 
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