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The PATIENTS Program's public statement surrounding the killings of African Americans is overdue. 
Our delayed response isn't just a month too late. It is at least five years late. 
  
Why did it take us so long to publicly comment on recent atrocities? The PATIENTS Program has 
learned from our community leaders that if we want to go fast, we should go alone, but if we want to 
go far, we must go together. We are grateful to community partners who take time during their own 
moments of grieving to share their thoughts, emotions, and action plans so that we can listen and 
learn from them. The PATIENTS Program commends and aligns with the many well-intentioned 
institutions that have tweeted, blogged, posted letters, and held town hall meetings affirming that 
Black Lives Matter. We applaud those who acted for the right reasons and who speak consistently 
against injustice. At the same time, we fear that some individuals and institutions who quickly spoke 
up may have done so to improve their financial and political stature. We do not condone such 
grandiosity for self-promotion and assert that words must be followed by actions. 
  
The PATIENTS Program agrees with Dr. King and all who believe that injustice anywhere is a threat to 
justice everywhere. Our commitment is to not just talk or tweet about injustice, but to walk the walk. 
We are grateful to patients, partners, and Baltimore community members who walk the walk every 
day. The PATIENTS Program has a tradition of listening to the community and then bridging between 
the community and our institution to collaboratively improve the human condition. We work with 
Baltimore community members to deliver solutions to the most critical challenges and decisions that 
affect survival and wellbeing. 
  
We denounce injustice of all kinds and will speak out when we witness injustice, but we also will 
continue to listen. We have learned and grown because of what we have heard from our Baltimore 
neighbors. We have grieved together and supported efforts to heal. We have mourned the loss of 
loved ones together, participated in National Night Out together, worked to reduce health disparities 
and inequalities, and partnered to improve the wellbeing of individuals and neighborhoods. We will 
continue to listen, bridge, and deliver on our commitment to be part of the grieving and healing of 
Baltimore and our nation. 
  
The PATIENTS Program is resolute in our belief that every life in Baltimore and every Black life across 
the globe matters. We commit to not only making statements, but also being part of the solution that 
will promote health equity and social justice more generally. We are committed to keeping people 
alive and to helping patients and communities heal and thrive. 
 
  



 


