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On the Bright Side: High School Robotics Team Turns Focus to
Face Masks

May 01, 2020 Giordana Segneri

The Glenelg (Md.) High Robotics Team has

donated over 1,000 pieces of personal

protective equipment, including 300 face

masks for the University of Maryland Medical

Center (UMMC).

The COVID-19 crisis has created many challenges, but it also has

inspired acts of amazing kindness among members of our UMB

community. We want to hear your inspiring stories for our On the

Bright Side series. Submit your story here.

Jena Ialongo is getting ready to graduate from Glenelg High

School in the western part of Howard County, Md. She plans to

attend the University of Maryland, College Park in the fall.

In early April, she began leading the Glenelg High School

Robotics Team on an endeavor that had nothing to do with robots.

Having learned about the University of Maryland School of

Nursing’s (UMSON) call for hand-sewn face masks for patients

and sta� at UMMC through a friend who had received an email

from her 4-H group, Ialongo shared the information with Raymond Gerstner, an engineering teacher and the team’s

faculty advisor.

He charged the team with contributing not just a few, but 888 pieces of personal protective equipment (face masks for

UMSON and other organizations and face shields in response to a call from Open Works, a Baltimore makerspace).

“The 888 comes from our �rst Robotics Team number of 888, which was assigned in 2002, when the team �rst started,”

Gerstner says. “We will not be stopping once reaching the goal; this will be something that will continue until no longer

needed.”

As of April 28, the team had surpassed its goal of 888 donated items and was set to surpass 1,000, of which at least 300

were face masks for UMSON’s initiative. About a dozen students, alumni, and parents are participating in the sewing

initiative.

“Sewing is not a prominent skill that students learn in robotics,” Ialongo says. “I have always been interested in sewing,

so I decided to start making masks. And as engineers, we are always willing to try something new. A few team members

knew how to sew, but many learned quickly.”

Gerstner says that while sewing has not traditionally been part of the team’s skill set, it is increasingly being recognized

as a vital component of product design. “This initiative may be the catalyst for the purchase of a new tool, such as an

embroidery-type sewing machine for larger production, for all of the engineering and robotics students at Glenelg to

learn a new skill,” he says.

The team’s motto, as noted on its Twitter pro�le, is “Sel�ess service is our purpose!”

“The team’s e�orts and teamwork are always humbling,” Gerstner says. “They never cease to amaze me. Many of my

colleagues have asked me for the last nine years, ‘Why do you spend so many hours outside of school working with the

Robotics team?’ Time and time again, they show many of these sel�ess acts. This will de�nitely be one I will remember

the rest of my career, as will many.”

SHARE THIS PAGE

   

Nursing

On the Bright Side Health Volunteer

YOU MIGHT LIKE

May 15, 2020

UMSON Researcher Exploring

Gestational Pesticide Exposure Impact

on Child Respiratory Health

May 14, 2020

Commencement 2020

May 13, 2020

Donate to the Food for Our Front Lines

Program

May 13, 2020

Resources for Graduates from HS/HSL

May 12, 2020

The Legacy of Florence Nightingale at

UMB

Students,

faculty, and staff,

let your voice be

heard!

Submit Your Story.

The Elm Keep Reading

TOPICS SCHOOLS

~ :.........: 

J!! 

I I 

https://elm.umaryland.edu/
https://www.umaryland.edu/
https://elm.umaryland.edu/
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
https://elm.umaryland.edu/calendar
https://elm.umaryland.edu/social
https://elm.umaryland.edu/submit/on-the-bright-side/
https://elm.umaryland.edu/nursing
https://elm.umaryland.edu/elm-stories/?filter=tag-brightside
https://elm.umaryland.edu/elm-stories/?filter=tag-health
https://elm.umaryland.edu/elm-stories/?filter=tag-volunteer
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http://elm.umaryland.edu/elm-stories/Elm-Stories-Content/On-the-Bright-Side-High-School-Robotics-Team-Turns-Focus-to-Face-Masks.php
https://twitter.com/share?url=http://elm.umaryland.edu/elm-stories/Elm-Stories-Content/On-the-Bright-Side-High-School-Robotics-Team-Turns-Focus-to-Face-Masks.php&text=On+the+Bright+Side%3A+High+School+Robotics+Team+Turns+Focus+to+Face+Masks
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=http://elm.umaryland.edu/elm-stories/Elm-Stories-Content/On-the-Bright-Side-High-School-Robotics-Team-Turns-Focus-to-Face-Masks.php&title=On+the+Bright+Side%3A+High+School+Robotics+Team+Turns+Focus+to+Face+Masks
mailto:?subject=On%20the%20Bright%20Side:%20High%20School%20Robotics%20Team%20Turns%20Focus%20to%20Face%20Masks&body=http://elm.umaryland.edu/elm-stories/Elm-Stories-Content/On-the-Bright-Side-High-School-Robotics-Team-Turns-Focus-to-Face-Masks.php
https://elm.umaryland.edu/elm-stories/Elm-Stories-Content/51520-Exploring-Gestational-Pesticide-Exposure-Impact-on-Child-Respiratory-Health.php
https://elm.umaryland.edu/elm-stories/Elm-Stories-Content/Commencement-2020.php
https://elm.umaryland.edu/elm-stories/Elm-Stories-Content/UMB-Launches-Food-for-Our-Front-Lines-Program.php
https://elm.umaryland.edu/elm-stories/Elm-Stories-Content/Resources-for-Graduates-from-HSHSL.php
https://elm.umaryland.edu/elm-stories/Elm-Stories-Content/The-Legacy-of-Florence-Nightingale-at-UMB.php
https://elm.umaryland.edu/submit


© 2020 UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND, BALTIMORE  Privacy  Web Accessibility  Content Index  Elm Archive  Core Values  Elm Feedback  

STUDENTS, FACULTY, AND STAFF, LET YOUR

VOICE BE HEARD!

If you’re interested in seeing your writing on The

Elm, please submit your story using the link below.

SUBMIT YOUR CONTENT  

SUBSCRIBE TO ELM WEEKLY

Elm Stories

Announcements

Voices & Opinions

Accolades

News Hub

Calendar

UMB Social

Dentistry

Graduate

Law

Medicine

Nursing

Pharmacy

Social Work

LOOKING FOR OLD ELM ARTICLES?

The Elm was overhauled and relaunched in

February 2019. Articles from before that time can

still be accessed at The Elm Archive.

https://www.umaryland.edu/policies-and-procedures/library/information-technology/policies/x-9915a.php
https://www.umaryland.edu/web-accessibility/
https://elm.umaryland.edu/content-index/
https://wp.umaryland.edu/
http://umaryland.edu/core-values
https://elm.umaryland.edu/feedback
https://elm.umaryland.edu/submit
https://elm.umaryland.edu/subscribe
https://elm.umaryland.edu/elm-stories
https://elm.umaryland.edu/announcements
https://elm.umaryland.edu/voices-and-opinions
https://elm.umaryland.edu/accolades
https://elm.umaryland.edu/news
https://elm.umaryland.edu/calendar
https://elm.umaryland.edu/social
https://elm.umaryland.edu/dentistry
https://elm.umaryland.edu/graduate
https://elm.umaryland.edu/law
https://elm.umaryland.edu/medicine
https://elm.umaryland.edu/nursing
https://elm.umaryland.edu/pharmacy
https://elm.umaryland.edu/social-work
https://wp.umaryland.edu/

