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Health Sciences Libraries Mobilizing for COVID-19
 

University of California, San Francisco Dylan Romero

University of Michigan Patricia F Anderson

University of Maryland, Baltimore Brian Zelip

Libraries of all types are doing more than adapting to the new realities of work
introduced by COVID-19. They are actively responding to the global pandemic with
new programming and services to meet their user's new needs.

Academic health sciences libraries are in a unique position to engage with the
frontlines of health care during a public health crisis. Since at least mid-March 2020,
academic health sciences libraries have been mobilizing in response to COVID-19.
Here's a brief look at some of that work from three such libraries across the US.

University of California, San Francisco

Dylan Romero, MA, manages the UCSF Library Makers Lab. The Makers Lab
provides the UCSF community with hands-on access to tools and environments that
foster interdisciplinary collaboration and discovery.

As the campus closed down in mid-March, a network of clinicians, researchers, and
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staff began 3D printing a modified version of an open source face sheild design that
originated from a printer manufacturer in the Czech Republic. Mr. Romero brought
two of the library's printers home to contribute to this effort.

Starting April 1, a more formal and concentrated operation was underway, referred to
as the UCSF 3D Printed Face Shield Project. An entire floor of UCSF Library
classrooms was converted into a production center, with 21 printers from around
campus, and staffed by teams of volunteers. The operation concluded after 31 days
for a total of 8,560 face shields delivered to the UCSF hospital.

Scenes from the UCSF 3D Printed Face Shields Project. Image courtesy of UCSF Makers Lab.

 

University of Michigan

Patricia F Anderson, MILS, is the Emerging Technologies Librarian at the Taubman
Health Sciences Library. She works with social, semantic, and emerging
technologies to identify trends relevant to the educational, research, clinical, and
creative needs of library users.

As a researcher and educator deeply involved in boundary spanning, Ms. Anderson
has been scraping social media and other information sources to answer pandemic-
related scientific questions about health and technology for her network of health
makers, scientists, and community activists. "I create workflows and tools to filter
and extract value from huge streams of information in order to provide other people
strategic advantage in their work", she states.

This important work has been complicated since contracting COVID-19 herself in
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late March. At the time of writing she is slowly recovering at home while working for
the greater good.

Screenshot of Ms. Anderson's Twitter thread compilation of COVID-19 related resources.

 

University of Maryland, Baltimore

Brian Zelip, MLS, MS, is the Emerging Technologies Librarian at the Health
Sciences and Human Services Library. He manages the HS/HSL Innovation Space
where he teaches and collaborates with library users to help bring their ideas to life.

At the start of the second week of lock down in mid-March, Mr. Zelip brought home
one of the library's 3D printers. He initially contributed printed parts to an existing
city-wide effort to provide face shields to local health care workers. Soon after he
began working directly with UMB hospital staff, making and delivering various
personal protective equipment (PPE) designs including face shields and masks, face
mask ear savers, and adapters for powered air-purifying respirators (PAPR).

This work is ongoing. At the time of writing, 1354 PPE items have been delivered.
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A selection of PPE delivered to the UMB hospital.

Dylan Romero received his MA from
San Francisco State University

Patricia F Anderson received her
MILS from the University of Michigan

Brian Zelip received his MLS from
the University of Toledo and his MS
from the University of Illinois
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HS/HSL seeks COVID-19 Stories and Experiences from
UMB Community

The HS/HSL Historical Collections is seeking works of personal reflection, creativity,
or other expressions of your experiences during this incredible time. See the
UnMasking a Pandemic website to share your stories, photographs, videos, and
more.

Links of interest

1. UMB 3D Printer 'Ear' To Save The Day (umaryland.edu)

2. UCSF 3D Printed Face Shield Project (ucsf.edu)

3. COVID-19 Supply Chain Response (nih.gov)

Upcoming HS/HSL Innovation Space Workshops

3D Printing and Design in the Health and Life Sciences

August 11, 2020, 1:00pm

Register for our free online workshops
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New to the HS/HSL Innovation Space?
The Innovation Space is designed for innovative and collaborative hands-on learning
experiences. It offers a HTC Vive VR system, three 3D printers, two 3D scanners, a
plotter for poster printing, a zSpace virtual reality station, Google Cardboard viewers,
a large DNA model, two molecule kits, a button maker, and a 3D printing pen. The
staff provides orientations as well as workshops on a regular basis for those who are
new to 3D printing and 3D scanning.

For more information, visit our webpage at
http://www.hshsl.umaryland.edu/services/ispace/.
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