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Dear Friends:
I am honored to welcome you to the 2014 Founders 
Week Gala. We have moved this year’s Gala to 
a Saturday night and introduced live music and 
dancing to make this annual tribute to the supporters 
of the University of Maryland, Baltimore (UMB) that 
much more festive.
     It is our privilege during Founders Week each fall 
to remember our past, honor those who are doing 
extraordinary work in the present, and look toward 
UMB’s future with optimism. This year is no exception 
and we thank our faculty, staff, students, alumni, and 
community and business partners for sharing this 

special night with us.
 One Gala mainstay whom we sincerely miss tonight is Mr. Willard Hackerman, 
who died in February. His company, Whiting-Turner Contracting Co., has been a 
platinum sponsor of this event for many years. But that only begins to describe 
his generosity as a great Baltimore benefactor to UMB and its medical school, 
where he was a member of the Board of Visitors. 
 Such giving principles are still very much in evidence tonight. Each of you 
sitting in the audience exemplifies that spirit of giving. Your generosity furthers 
our groundbreaking work in health and human services, with tonight’s Gala 
proceeds funding scholarships to students who otherwise would not have the 
resources to attend UMB. We are fortunate to have you on our team.
 All teams have superstars and our Gala team is no exception. On the pages 
that follow, read about Public Servant of the Year Karen Kauffman, Entrepreneur 
of the Year James Gammie, Teacher of the Year Michael Reisch, and Researchers 
of the Year C. Daniel Mullins and Robin Newhouse. Like the standouts in our 
Champions of Excellence advertising campaign that kicked off recently, tonight’s 
award winners represent the best UMB has to offer. The fact that they are 
collaborators who share their skills to make the University better — and not just 
their individual schools — is especially pleasing to me.
 Thank you for all you do as a member of our team. We appreciate it more than 
you know. Have a wonderful evening.

Jay A. Perman, MD
President, University of Maryland, Baltimore

Welcome
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It is my privilege to serve as chair of the University of 
Maryland Baltimore Foundation, Inc. (UMBF) and to 
witness the excellent work of the University’s faculty, 
staff, and students in the areas of education, research, 
patient care, and community service. The end result of 
these efforts is a University with extraordinary impact.
    It occurred to me that this year’s Gala theme of 
teamwork is also particularly relevant to our work at 
the UMB Foundation. We work closely with campus 
partners and loyal alumni and friends to raise and 
administer private funds to sustain and enhance many 
programs at each of our schools. Hundreds of part-

nerships are required to make this work effectively. I know that my fellow board 
members share my admiration for all of the members of the team who are involved 
in the University’s philanthropic efforts. We are especially grateful to those whose 
generosity fuels this effort. That support has never been more important.
 On behalf of the UMBF board, I extend congratulations to all as we celebrate 
Founders Week and show our pride in the University of Maryland, Baltimore — the 
founding campus of the University System of Maryland and a great University!

Janet S. Owens
Chair, UMBF Board of Trustees

UMB Foundation
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6:30 p.m.
Cocktails and Hors D’Oeuvres

7:40 p.m.
Welcome

7:50 p.m.
First Course

8:15 p.m.
Presentation of Awards

8:30 p.m.
Dinner

9 p.m.
Presentation of Awards

Closing Remarks

9:15 p.m.
Dessert and Dancing
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First Course
Baba Ghanoush and Classic Hummus 

served with lavosh, baby bell peppers, and sugar snap peas

Cedar Plank Salmon with roasted red pepper sauce

and

Seared Filet with demi-glace

All entrées are served with quinoa and asparagus

 

Dessert
Ice Cream Sundae Bar 

Miniature Root Beer & Coke Ice Cream Floats

Gourmet Chocolate-Covered Strawberries and Truffles

Soft Pretzel Sticks with Dijon mustard aioli

Freshly popped popcorn

Seasonal Mixed Berries with mint

Tonight’s Menu

Entrées
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Photographs by Tracey Brown

In keeping with tradition, the University community once again 

recognizes outstanding accomplishments among its talented 

faculty and staff with awards for Public Servant of the Year, 

Entrepreneur of the Year, Researchers of the Year, and Teacher of 

the Year. Tonight’s honorees are chosen by their peers in a formal 

committee process and then forwarded to President Perman for final 

approval. Highly competitive and compelling nominations detailing 

lifelong contributions and achievements were collected. Glowing 

endorsements from current and former students, peers, associates, 

and collaborators were arduously reviewed and the most deserving 

candidates for each category rise to this coveted circle of excellence. 

Congratulations to our Public Servant, Entrepreneur, Researchers,  

and Teacher of the Year.

Award Winners
founders week 2014

university of maryland, baltimore

Read more about the Founders Week award winners at

founders.umaryland.edu/category/awards/2014-awards/.

Tonight’s Menu
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Karen Kauffman has shown her devotion for fighting 
Alzheimer’s disease, which claimed her mother after 
20 years, in various ways.
   She has served on a U.S. Senate Special Committee 
on Assisted Living work group, helped pass the 
National Alzheimer’s Project Act (NAPA), chaired the 

23rd Alzheimer’s Association Advocacy Forum to advocate for NAPA, and led the 
panel that revised the association’s Statement of Ethics.
 But to appreciate the lengths Kauffman will go to provide public service, 
turn back to 2010 when she took 23 dancing lessons in 13 weeks to be a “dancing 
star” at the Alzheimer’s Association’s Greater Maryland Chapter’s Memory Ball, 
raising $12,000.
 “I wanted to honor my mother [who had died the year before] so I chose to 
do the ‘Viennese Waltz’ because it’s such a graceful and elegant dance, and I knew 
my mother would have loved it,” Kauffman recalls. “It’s a very difficult dance to 
do well, but I had a wonderful professional instructor who kept me moving in the 
right directions.”
 Kauffman’s career also has moved in step, with two decades of acute care 
nursing leading to the School of Nursing (SON) faculty from 1995 to 1998, then a 
return in 2003. Now chair of the Department of Family and Community Health, she 
still finds time for public service, saying “strong desire opens up time.”
 Others marvel at her commitment, serving on panels (including two for the 
governor), leading a department, and publishing articles.
 “Dr. Kauffman has a long, dedicated history of relentless advocacy for improving 
the quality of life for those touched with Alzheimer’s disease,” says Cass Naugle, 
executive director of the Alzheimer’s Association, Greater Maryland Chapter.
 “Beyond her thousands of hours of volunteer work with the Alzheimer’s 
Association, Dr. Kauffman has been a leader in advancing the scope of practice 
for advanced practice nurses,” says SON colleague Barbara Resnick, PhD, CRNP, 
FAAN, FAANP.
 School Dean Jane M. Kirschling, PhD, RN, FAAN, sums it up this way: “Her 
tireless efforts on behalf of persons with Alzheimer’s disease, and their family 
and caregivers, illustrates how one person can truly make a difference.”

Public Servant of the Year

karen kauffman
PhD, CRNP, RN, FAAN
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To James Gammie, innovation is all about “the patient 
you will never meet,” creating a breakthrough that 
will benefit a large number of patients and advance 
the field of heart surgery. In Gammie’s case, the focus 
is on treating heart disease, specifically the mitral 
valve. And though he is “honored” to be UMB’s 2014 

Entrepreneur of the Year, he’s happiest making his contributions in anonymity.
 “I do not like to call attention to myself,” says Gammie, chief of the Division of 
Cardiac Surgery at the School of Medicine. “The predominant contribution I have 
made is to bring together a wonderfully talented and committed team. None of this 
would have been possible without a large network of mentors and advisors who 
have been incredibly supportive.” 
 Humility aside, Gammie is an expert in repairing leaky mitral valves, performing 
more than 200 operations per year. Seeking to improve the procedure, he and his 
research team invented a device that may enable heart valves to be repaired without 
opening the chest or stopping the heart. The licensed technology centers on an 
image-guided surgical tool inserted via a small incision between the ribs.
 Gammie co-founded Harpoon Medical, Inc. in July 2013 to bring his invention 
to the market. Led by experienced business executives, Harpoon Medical already 
has won more than $300,000 in competitive commercialization awards and has 
attracted nearly $4 million in venture capital. 
 “Dr. Gammie’s team has effectively moved an inventor’s vision for minimally 
invasive mitral valve repair from research to reality,” says Judy Britz, PhD, executive 
director of the BioMaryland Center, which gave Harpoon Medical a $200,000 
translational research award and Gammie a $50,000 BioMaryland LIFE (Leading 
Innovative Faculty Entrepreneur) Prize Award. Gammie also cites seed funding from 
UMB and UM Ventures’ guidance as “absolutely essential.”
 Bill Niland, president and CEO of Harpoon Medical, has become a big fan of 
Gammie and his technology. “The simplicity of the Harpoon device attracted me 
immediately,” says Niland, a medical device executive his entire career, “and the 
potential reduced recovery time of the patients.”
 Helping patients is the key, Gammie says. “Heart disease remains the No. 1 killer in 
the United States. I am totally focused on reducing the morbidity and mortality due 
to heart valve disease.”

Entrepreneur of the Year

james gammie, MD
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C. Daniel Mullins and Robin Newhouse are both proponents of collaboration so it’s 
only fitting they share the Researcher of the Year award.
 “If you know something and if I know something and if we don’t collaborate, 
then we only know half the story,” says Mullins. “If we work together, we cannot 
only discover things as a research team, but we also can translate what we learn for 
multiple audiences.”
 Which is what happened with their “PATIENTS”  — PATient-centered Involvement 
in Evaluating the effectiveNess of TreatmentS — program. It focuses on bringing 
patients into the health research equation by using patient-centered outcomes 
research (PCOR) methods, turning patients into advisors.
 “PCOR results help patients, caregivers, clinicians, and other stakeholders make 
decisions that are important to them,” Newhouse says. “PCOR engages patients 
and stakeholders in the generation of the research questions, design of the study, 
selection of methods, and dissemination of the results.”
 Funded with a $5 million grant from the Agency for Healthcare Research 
and Quality, PATIENTS includes people who have not usually been involved in 
research studies, including minority patients and those with physical and cognitive 
impairments. Because of his significant achievements in PCOR and health disparities 
research, Mullins received the Association of Black Cardiologists’ prestigious Dr. 
Daniel D. Savage Memorial Science Award in 2013.
 “Our PATIENTS program is all about assuring that patients have a voice in co-
development of research,” says Mullins, principal investigator. “Each participant has 

Researchers of the Year

robin newhouse
PhD, RN, MS, NEA-BC, FAAN
School of Nursing
Professor and Chair, Department of  
Organizational Systems and Adult Health
Co-Director, Center for Health Outcomes Research

c. daniel mullins, PhD
School of Pharmacy
Professor and Chair, Department of  
Pharmaceutical Health Services Research
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helped advance our understanding of how to improve human health.”
 Newhouse traveled to Hong Kong last summer to be inducted into 
the International Nurse Researcher Hall of Fame. Called “unparalleled as a 
patient outcomes researcher” by Anthony Harris, MD, MPH, head of genomic 
epidemiology and clinical outcomes at the School of Medicine, Newhouse is 
happy to be co-investigator of the PATIENTS grant.
 “Teams that work toward a common patient-centered goal, dealing with 
complex issues in research or practice, produce better solutions,” she says. “We 
can do so much more to benefit health together than separately.”
    Newhouse received a federal appointment to the PCORI Methodology 
Committee in 2011 and, as the only nurse on the committee, has risen to chair. 
Colleagues are not surprised.
 “She is brilliant, yet humble, easy to work with, yet willing to speak her mind as 
she works to find solutions to research questions,” says Karen Drenkard, PhD, RN, 
NEA-BC, FAAN, chief clinical officer of the O’Neil Center. “As the PI of a multi-site 
heart failure study, she not only added to the science of improving heart failure 
outcomes in patients, she also pioneered a new approach to conducting large-
scale research.”
 Susan Dorsey, PhD, RN, FAAN, chair of the Department of Pain and 
Translational Symptom Science at the School of Nursing, lauds Newhouse as 
a researcher and mentor whose work “has a measurable impact on policy, has 
promoted quality and value to service delivery, as well as translation to practice.”
     Richard P. Barth, PhD, MSW, dean of the School of Social Work, credits Mullins 
for helping federally fund the University’s Promise Heights program, an academic-
community partnership in West Baltimore. A first submission fell short, but Mullins, 
an expert economist, helped with the resubmission “and we achieved a perfect 
score on the sections he helped write,” Barth says. “Daniel is truly a renaissance 
researcher.”
 Natalie D. Eddington, PhD, FAAPS, FCP, dean of the School of Pharmacy and 
executive director of University Regional Partnerships, sees it as another example 
of how “his multidisciplinary research across the University and throughout the 
community serves as a model for translating research into clinical practice.”
 Indeed, Mullins has garnered 84 grants with total funding of nearly $12 million 
as a principal investigator.
 “Almost every medical campus talks about a commitment to interdisciplinary 
work, yet few researchers embody the spirit of such collaborations as Daniel 
does with his peers,” says Ya-Chen Tina Shih, PhD, an economics professor at 
the University of Chicago Department of Medicine. “Daniel has trained an army 
of researchers from various disciplines, and has continued his mentorship. I am 
envious of the University of Maryland for having such an outstanding researcher.”
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Many faculty members have student fans. Michael 
Reisch, the Daniel Thursz Distinguished Professor, 
has made such an impact in his 13-plus years at the 
School of Social Work (SSW), he has “groupies.”
    That’s the term Kathleen Powell, PhD ’13, associate 
professor at Frostburg State, used in her nomination 

letter but she’s hardly the only one. Jean Stokan, MSW ’82, Social Justice Team 
director of the Sisters of Mercy of the Americas, says “it has been 32 years, yet I 
can clearly trace Dr. Reisch as pivotal to the direction my life has taken as a social 
worker.” Catholic Charities’ Lisa Klingenmaier, MSW ’12, MPH, adds “it was an 
incredible experience to discuss issues of social justice with the man who wrote the 
book — literally.”
 The author of nearly 30 books and monographs and the first person to hold an 
endowed chair at SSW, Reisch retains his humility despite being recognized as one 
of the leading U.S. social work scholars. He says he enjoys seeing former students 
succeed after mastering skills he’s taught them.
 Not that Reisch makes it easy. Richard P. Barth, PhD, MSW, dean of SSW, 
describes him as “an instructor who sets the bar very high but is committed to 
helping students get over it.”
 Reisch, who taught at the school from 1979 to 1986 and then returned in 2008, 
doesn’t apologize for his high expectations. “I think students are often more capable 
than they think they are. They often settle for good enough, when that is insufficient 
— particularly given the issues we are confronting today in the world.”
 Ask Reisch, who has taught eight different doctoral-level courses and 15 
different MSW courses at SSW, to name a class he’d like to teach and the depth 
of the mentor/historian comes out. “I’d like to teach an interprofessional graduate 
course that uses art, film, literature, theater, and music to discuss the different 
interpretations of social justice,” he says.
 No wonder he has groupies!

Teacher of the Year

michael reisch
PhD, MSW, MA
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Janet S. Owens, Chair

Edward J. Brody,  Vice Chair

James A. Earl, PhD, Secretary

Marco A. Chacon, PhD

Harold E. Chappelear

Charles W. Cole Jr.

Morton P. Fisher Jr.

Carolyn B. Frenkil

Brian J. Gibbons

Joseph R. Hardiman

David H. Hillman

Sandra S. Hillman

Richard J. Himelfarb

Wallace J. Hoff

Kempton M. Ingersol

Donald M. Kirson

Harry C. Knipp, MD, FACR 

Kyle P. Legg

Thomas P. O’Neill

Theo C. Rodgers

Donald E. Roland

Devy Patterson Russell

Alan J. Silverstone

Frederick G. Smith, DDS

C. William Struever

Richard L. Taylor, MD

John C. Weiss III

Garland O. Williamson

William T. Wood, Esq.

Ellen H. Yankellow, PharmD

Ex-officio Members
Jay A. Perman, MD
President, University of Maryland,
Baltimore (UMB) 

Michael B. “Mickey” Dowdy, MBA 
Chief Development Officer
Vice President of Development, UMB
President/CEO, UMBF, Inc.

Staff
Pamela D. Heckler
Director of Foundation Operations, 
UMBF, Inc.

Legal Counsel
Jordan L. Bailowitz
Partner, DLA Piper
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* Term expires 6/30/2012 

BOARD OF REGENTS
2014-2015 MEMBERS

* Term expires 6/30/2015

William E. Kirwan, PhD, Chancellor

James L. Shea, Chair
Barry P. Gossett, Vice Chair
Gary L. Attman, Treasurer

Linda R. Gooden, Assistant Treasurer
The Hon. C. Thomas McMillen, Secretary

Thomas G. Slater, Esq., Assistant Secretary

Norman R. Augustine
Patricia S. Florestano, PhD
Louise Michaux Gonzales

The Hon. Francis X. Kelly Jr.
David Kinkopf

Catherine Motz
Robert D. Rauch

Dr. Frank M. Reid III
Tracye C. Turner

Paul L. Vance

The Hon. Earl F. Hance, Ex-officio
Samim Manizade, Student Regent*
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Guy D. Alexander, DDS ’82

Stanley E. Block, DDS ’58

Barry L. Cohan, DDS ’74 

Allan M. Dworkin, DDS ’66

Roy L. Eskow, DDS ’74 

Sylvan Feldman, DDS ’65

Edward K. Gerner Jr., JD 

Melvin F. Kushner, DDS ’66 

Charles P. Moore

Shane Robinson

Barbara J. Steinberg, DDS ’74

Ron Weitzman

W. Gregory Wims

Board of Visitors members at our six professional schools 

are an indispensable part of our team at the University of 

Maryland, Baltimore (UMB). Consisting of dynamic leaders 

from both private and public sectors, the boards contribute 

time, knowledge, and funds, serving as advisors and partners 

in our quest to help humankind in education, research, patient 

care, and public service. We thank the following volunteers for 

their invaluable service as current Board of Visitors members: 

UMB BOARDS OF VISITORS

SCHOOL OF DENTISTRY
John F. Patterson, DDS ’64, ’74, Chair 

William H. Schneider, DDS, Immediate Past-Chair 
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Megan M. Arthur, JD ’86

The Hon. Alison L. Asti, JD ’79

The Hon. Mary Ellen Barbera, JD ’84

The Hon. Robert M. Bell

Senator Benjamin L. Cardin, JD ’67

Harriet E. Cooperman, JD ’78

Congressman Elijah E. Cummings,  

 JD ’76

The Hon. Andre M. Davis, JD ’78

Joel D. Fedder, JD ’58

Joseph G. Finnerty III, JD ’87

Miriam L. Fisher, JD ’85

John B. Frisch, JD ’83

Patricia L. Gatling, JD ’82 

Sandra P. Gohn, JD ’79 

The Hon. Paul Grimm

James J. Hanks Jr., JD ’67

The Hon. Ellen M. Heller, JD ’77

The Hon. Marcella A. Holland, JD ’83

Henry H. Hopkins, JD ’68

Alan D. Hornstein

John B. Isbister, JD ’77

Robert J. Kim, JD ’83

Howard K. Kurman, JD ’75 

Lewis E. Leibowitz, JD ’75

Thomas B. Lewis, JD 76

Ava E. Lias-Booker, JD ’86

David M. Lynn, JD ’95

Bruce S. Mendelsohn, JD ’77

William “Hassan” Murphy III

Dean T. Pappas, JD ’83

George F. Pappas, JD ’75

William J. Pittler, JD ’59

Joanne E. Pollak, JD ’76 

Stuart M. Salsbury, JD ’71

Edward Manno Shumsky, JD ’73

Charles M. Tatelbaum, JD ’66

Tamika Tremaglio, JD ’95

Marcus L. Wang, JD ’08

FRANCIS KING CAREY SCHOOL OF LAW
Christine Edwards, JD ’83, Chair

UMB BOARDS OF VISITORS
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UMB BOARDS OF VISITORS

Peter G. Angelos, Esq.*

Kenneth R. Banks

George M. Boyer, MD

Jocelyn Cheryl Bramble

Frank C. Carlucci III

Protagoras N. Cutchis, MD

William M. Davidow Jr., Esq.

Cynthia L. Egan

Robert C. Embry Jr.

Robert E. Fischell, ScD

Carolyn B. Frenkil

Laura Gamble

Michael I. Greenebaum

Stewart J. Greenebaum

Jeffrey L. Hargrave

John R. Kelly

Harry C. Knipp, MD, FACR

E. Magruder Passano Jr.

Patrick McCuan

Patricia J. Mitchell

Timothy J. Regan

Tim E. Ryan

Melvin Sharoky, MD

Richard L. Taylor, MD, FAAN

* Emeritus

Marjorie Stamler Bergemann,   

 CRNA

Christopher F. Callaghan

Hurst Hessey

Jeanette A. Jones, MS ’70

Myrna E. Mamaril, MS ’93

Natalie McSherry, JD 

Elizabeth Ness, MS ’93

RADM Elizabeth A. Niemyer 

 (Ret), BSN ’78

Daniel O’Neal III, BSN ’66

Joyce A. Parks

Charlene Passmore, BSN ’77

Judy Akila Reitz, ScD, MS ’76, 

 BSN ’71

Lisa Rowen, DNSc, MS ’86, RN,   

 FAAN

Sandra Schoenfisch, PhD, MS ’76

Courtney Kehoe Thomas, BSN ’66

SCHOOL OF NURSING
John Bing, CRNA, Chair

SCHOOL OF MEDICINE
Michael E. Cryor, Chair
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SCHOOL OF PHARMACY
Ellen H. Yankellow, BSP ’73, PharmD ’96, Chair

SCHOOL OF SOCIAL WORK
Meadow Lark Washington, Chair

Howard Sollins, Vice Chair

Stephen J. Allen, MS, FASHP

Barbara M. Alving, MD

Mary E. W. Baxter, MBA, RPh

Michael G. Beatrice, PhD ’01

Judy Britz, PhD

Harold E. Chappelear, DSC ’98, 

 LLD (Hon)

Gina McKnight-Smith, PharmD ’97,  

 MBA 

Thomas E. Menighan, BSPharm,   

 MBA

The Hon. Joseline Pena-Melnyk

The Hon. David D. Rudolph

Jermaine Smith, RPh

John Spearman, MBA

Audra L. Stinchcomb, PhD

Wenxue Wang

Timothy D. Armbruster

Dorothy Boyce, MSW ’82

Anthony Brandon

Barbara Brody

Richard W. Friedman, MSW ’67

Myrna Goldberg, MSW ’69

Adam Kane

Leslie King-Hammond, PhD

Gail Manza, MCP ’78

Katherine O’Donovan, MSW ’81

Joy Paul, MSW ’94

Alison L. Richman, MSW ’84

Jane Baum Rodbell, MSW ’84

Meg Woodside, MSW ’07

Joan Levy Zlotnik, PhD ’98

UMB BOARDS OF VISITORS

MARYLAND MECHANICAL SYSTEMS, INC.
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PRODUCED BY THE OFFICE OF COMMUNICATIONS AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS, 2014

Many thanks to our sponsors for their generosity

MARYLAND MECHANICAL SYSTEMS, INC.

PLATINUM SPONSOR

RESEARCH LECTURE
AND RECEPTION SPONSOR

MEDIA SPONSOR

CONTRIBUTING SPONSOR

TEACHER OF THE YEAR SPONSOR STUDENT SCHOLARS SPONSORS

ENTREPRENEUR PRESENTATION
AND RECEPTION SPONSOR

BRONZE SPONSORS




