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Dear Friends:
I am honored to welcome you to the 2013 Founders Week 
Gala. It is our privilege at this time each fall to remember 
our past, honor those who are doing extraordinary work in 
the present, and look toward the University of Maryland, 
Baltimore’s future with optimism.
     This year is no exception and we thank our faculty, 
staff, students, alumni, and community and business 
partners for sharing this special night with us. The 
Gala allows us to reconnect with some of our friends, 
alumni, and supporters whose generosity furthers our 
groundbreaking work in health and human services. With 

sequestration and the legislative logjam in Washington, that financial support is more 
important than ever.
 Our “Making an Impact Worldwide” capital campaign has officially ended, but we 
will be saluting its participants from across the country tonight. Their shared spirit of 
giving helped the campaign exceed its $650 million goal by more than $15 million. What 
began as a $135.4 million endowment grew to $219.2 million during the multi-year 
campaign. More than 1,000 students a year, some who would not be attending UMB 
otherwise, are receiving scholarships or funding as a result of the campaign, and will be 
for many years to come. 
 The four award winners we will be honoring tonight also are making an impact 
worldwide. Brenda Ali, Paula Monopoli, W. Jonathan Lederer, and Magaly Rodriguez 
de Bittner are making the world a better place through their public service, teaching, 
research, and entrepreneurial advances. Read about their accomplishments on the pages 
that follow.
 Last year we celebrated UMB’s history with a 200th birthday party for Davidge Hall. 
This year it’s our Health Sciences and Human Services Library (HS/HSL) that is turning 
200 with a special exhibit “Evolution and Influences: The HS/HSL at 200.” Don’t miss 
this exhibit that includes memorabilia and chronicles the parallel development of the 
library along with medical and information advances. It will be on display at the library’s 
Frieda O. Weise Gallery until the end of the year.
 In closing, thank you for all you do for the University of Maryland, Baltimore. You are 
all our superheroes! Have a wonderful evening.

Jay A. Perman, MD
President, University of Maryland, Baltimore

Welcome
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Tonight’s Events

6 p.m.
Cocktails and Hors D’Oeuvres

7:10 p.m.
Special Welcome

7:20 p.m.
First Course

7:40 p.m.
Presentation of Awards

8 p.m.
Dinner

8:30 p.m.
Capital Campaign Announcement

Special Messages from Students

8:40 p.m.
Closing Remarks

and Dessert Social
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It is my privilege to serve as chair of the University of 
Maryland Baltimore Foundation, Inc. (UMBF) and to be a 
part of the remarkable transformation of the University of 
Maryland, Baltimore (UMB).  
     Every day, UMB faculty, staff, and students demonstrate 
exactly what our recently completed capital campaign, 
“Making an Impact Worldwide,” was all about: the 
contribution of thousands of hours of health care, social 
services, and legal aid to communities in Baltimore, the state, 
and beyond. 
     Our outreach touches lives and helps rebuild 
neighborhoods. Our scholarly research leads to better 

tomorrows, while scholarship funds help attract the brightest students, who will become 
tomorrow’s leaders. All of this is made possible by the generous support of our friends and 
partners in the community like you. 
 The campaign enhanced UMB’s ranking as an internationally acclaimed campus with 
biomedical expertise that is attracting clinicians, health care scientists, legal experts, and 
social workers from around the world. The University remains committed to identifying and 
expanding promising multidisciplinary global opportunities and partnerships in research, 
education, and service activities.
 I want to thank you for your commitment and generosity. Please join me and the other 
members of the UMBF Board of Trustees in celebrating the good works and the invaluable 
role of our community, government, and business partners in everything we do together, 
continuing to “make an impact” by propelling the University’s ability to maintain its 
momentum in delivering excellence.

Janet S. Owens
Chair, UMBF Board of Trustees

UMB Foundation
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As we reflect on our successful “Making an Impact Worldwide” capital 
campaign, I would like to express my appreciation to all who gave 
and all who worked so hard to meet the goal. Raising $665 million 
against our $650 million target is quite an accomplishment, especially 
considering the tough economic conditions during the latter years of 
the campaign. Thankfully our donors responded in record numbers to 
the important needs identified. Scholarship programs, professorships, 
research initiatives, and community service efforts are but a few of the 
areas strengthened.
     I also was very pleased that we joined universities throughout the 
University System of Maryland in celebrating the $2.1 billion raised 
by all of our institutions during the campaign years. The power of 

philanthropy has been felt all across Maryland like never before.
 Even with this extraordinary success, we know that more must be done in the years ahead. 
There will be funds needed to meet the growing financial needs of our students; for the recruitment 
and retention of great faculty members; to provide seed grants for the most promising research ideas; 
and even funds needed to support existing and new facilities. To harness the full potential of our 
University, we will continue to seek a growing stream of philanthropic investments. The success of the 
current campaign gives us confidence that future efforts will be met with enthusiasm.
 So as we come together to celebrate this evening, let me say that it was an honor for me to serve 
as campaign chair. This allowed me to witness the generosity of alumni and friends at an important 
time in our history. It was gratifying to see the response to our campaign, and I thank you again for 
the progress we made together.

The Honorable Francis X. Kelly Jr. 
Campaign Chair
Member, University System of Maryland Board of Regents

Campaign Update
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Reach for Excellence   •  Location: Harbor Court Hotel
Researcher of the Year Myron M. Levine, MD, DTPH School of Medicine

Teacher of the Year Marshall Rennels, PhD  School of Medicine

Public Servant of the Year Lu Ann Marshall School of Law

1996

1997
Invest in Excellence   •  Location: Sheraton Inner Harbor
Researcher of the Year Robert Schwarcz, PhD School of Medicine
Teacher of the Year James L. Hiatt, PhD School of Dentistry 
Public Servant of the Year Susan P. Leviton, JD School of Law

1998
Invest in Excellence   •  Location: Hilton Baltimore & Towers/Lord Baltimore
Researcher of the Year Lewis J. Rubin, MD School of Medicine

Teacher of the Year Karen L. Soeken, PhD School of Nursing

Public Servant of the Year  Samia A. Elias, DDS School of Dentistry 

1999
Can You Imagine . . . 
Celebrating the Possibilities   •  Location: Hyatt Regency Baltimore
Researcher of the Year Ronald Dubner, DDS, PhD School of Dentistry 

Teacher of the Year Michael L. Fisher, MD School of Medicine

Public Servant of the Year Pfc. Shirleen Berry* University Police      

Past Founders Week Award Winners

*Deceased

2000
Fast Forward   •  Location: Hyatt Regency Baltimore
Researcher of the Year Carol A. Tamminga, MD School of Medicine

Teacher of the Year Amal Mattu, MD School of Medicine

Public Servant of the Year Norbert R. Myslinski, PhD School of Dentistry 
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2001
Founding Visions   •  Location: Baltimore Marriott Waterfront
Researcher of the Year Larry L. Augsburger, PhD School of Pharmacy

Teacher of the Year Gary D. Plotnick, MD School of Medicine

Public Servant of the Year Stanley S. Herr, JD, PhD* School of Law

2002
No Limits   •  Location: Renaissance Baltimore Harborplace Hotel
Researcher of the Year Mordecai P. Blaustein, MD School of Medicine

Teacher of the Year R. Gary Hollenbeck, PhD School of Pharmacy

Public Servant of the Year Cpl. William A. Griffin University Police

2003
Making an Impact   •  Location: Hyatt Regency Baltimore
Researcher of the Year Barbara M. Resnick, PhD,  School of Nursing

 CRNP, FAAN

Teacher of the Year Bruce Jarrell, MD, FACS School of Medicine

Public Servant of the Year Enrique E. Codas, MSW School of Social Work

Past Founders Week Award Winners

2004
Defining a Decade   •  Location: Hyatt Regency Baltimore
Researcher of the Year Diane DePanfilis, PhD, MSW School of Social Work

Teacher of the Year Joseph P. Kao, PhD School of Medicine

Public Servant of the Year Carolyn Pritchett Student Financial Aid

*Deceased
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2003
Making an Impact   •  Location: Hyatt Regency Baltimore
Researcher of the Year Barbara M. Resnick, PhD,  School of Nursing

 CRNP, FAAN

Teacher of the Year Bruce Jarrell, MD, FACS School of Medicine

Public Servant of the Year Enrique E. Codas, MSW School of Social Work

2007
Opening Night   •  Location: Hippodrome Theatre
Researcher of the Year J. Marc Simard, MD, PhD School of Medicine

Teacher of the Year Robert V. Percival, JD, MA School of Law

Public Servant of the Year Robert A. Barish, MD, MBA School of Medicine

Entrepreneurs of the Year Gary David Hack, DDS School of Dentistry

 Leonard J. Litkowski, DDS, MS School of Dentistry

*Deceased

2006
Illustrious Alumni   •  Location: Hyatt Regency Baltimore
Researcher of the Year Angela Brodie, PhD School of Medicine

Teacher of the Year Larry Anderson, PhD* School of Medicine

Public Servant of the Year Rebecca Wiseman, PhD, RN School of Nursing 

Entrepreneur of the Year Alessio Fasano, MD School of Medicine

2005
Gifts of Time - 
Volunteers Shaping the Future   •  Location: Hyatt Regency Baltimore
Researcher of the Year Alan Shuldiner, MD School of Medicine

Teacher of the Year John Belcher, PhD, MSW, MDiv School of Social Work

Public Servant of the Year Barbara Bezdek, JD, LLM School of Law

Past Founders Week Award Winners

2008
Making an Impact   •  Location: Hilton Baltimore
Researcher of the Year Jane A. Lipscomb, PhD, RN,  School of Nursing

 MS, FAAN 

Teacher of the Year Frank M. Calia, MD, MACP School of Medicine

Public Servant of the Year Kenneth E. Fahnestock, MAS School of Medicine 

Entrepreneur of the Year J. Marc Simard, MD, PhD School of Medicine

*Deceased



UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND,  BALTIMORE8 

2009
Making an Impact   •  Location: Hilton Baltimore
Researcher of the Year Alessio Fasano, MD School of Medicine

Teacher of the Year Donna Harrington, PhD School of Social Work

Public Servant of the Year Connie O. Mitchell School of Pharmacy

Entrepreneur of the Year Myron M. Levine, MD, DTPH School of Medicine

2010
The Inauguration of President Jay A. Perman
Leadership by Collaboration   •  Location: Hilton Baltimore
Researcher of the Year Bartley Griffith, MD School of Medicine

Teacher of the Year David Roffman, PharmD, 

 BCPS/Cardiology School of Pharmacy

Public Servant of the Year Yvette Rooks, MD School of Medicine

Entrepreneur of the Year Cedric Yu, DSc School of Medicine

2011
Making an Impact   •  Location: Hilton Baltimore
Researcher of the Year Gary Fiskum, PhD School of Medicine

Teacher of the Year Kathleen Holtz Deal, PhD, MSW School of Social Work

Public Servant of the Year Jean Marie Roth School of Medicine

Entrepreneur of the Year Scott Strome, MD, FACS School of Medicine

Past Founders Week Award Winners

2012
Making an Impact   •  Location: Hilton Baltimore
Researcher of the Year Alexander MacKerell Jr., PhD School of Pharmacy

Teacher of the Year Mary Lynn McPherson, PharmD

     BCPS, CPE School of Pharmacy

Public Servant of the Year Dick Cook, MSW School of Social Work

Entrepreneurs of the Year Robert Redfield Jr., MD School of Medicine

 William Blattner, MD School of Medicine
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Founders Week 2013

Award Winners

In keeping with tradition, the University community once again recognizes 
outstanding accomplishments among its talented faculty and staff with awards 
for Public Servant of the Year, Entrepreneur of the Year, Teacher of the Year, and 
Researcher of the Year. Tonight’s honorees are chosen by their peers in a formal 
committee process and then forwarded to the University president for final 
approval. Highly competitive and compelling nominations detailing lifelong 
contributions and achievements were collected. Glowing endorsements from 
current and former students, peers, associates, and collaborators were arduously 
reviewed and the most deserving candidates for each category rise to this coveted 
circle of excellence. Congratulations to our Public Servant, Entrepreneurs, Teacher, 
and Researcher of the Year.

FOUNDERS WEEK GALA 2013 9
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Brenda Ali has taken being neighborly to new heights with her volunteer work for James 
McHenry Elementary/Middle School. When the School of Medicine’s Institute for Genome 
Sciences, where Ali is office manager for Director Claire Fraser, PhD, moved into the 
University of Maryland BioPark in 2009, Ali joined activities that had just started with the 
nearby school.
 Now, BioPark Executive Director Jane Shaab calls Ali the “heart and soul” of the BioPark’s 
relationship with McHenry. Ali has led coat, hat, and book drives, reading programs, a 
computer lab, and a spring fair of outdoor fitness events culminating in a picnic. Each 
Halloween, according to Fraser, Ali and her fellow volunteers “magically transform a conference 
room into a haunted house” and distribute healthy treats to the children. Last year, Ali helped 
organize a “Spooktacular” science learning program for McHenry’s middle school students.
 “Our school is only a few blocks from the UMB campus geographically but miles away 
in opportunities and economic condition,” says McHenry Principal Grace Yador, MEEE. 
“Through her public service, Brenda has bridged this distance.”
 Ask Ali about donating night and weekend hours — even coming to a closed campus 
during Hurricane Sandy to prepare for a McHenry event — and she credits others, including 
her father in West Virginia  “who has never met a stranger.” Asked what she’d say to people 
who want to volunteer but can’t find the time, Ali says, “That was ME, I WAS that person. But 
then I realized we all have something to give, maybe a little extra money, a talent we can share, 
and most importantly our time. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. said it best: ‘What are you doing 
for others?’ — this is something we can all add to our to-do list.”

Public Servant of the Year

Brenda Ali

Entrepreneur of the Year
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Entrepreneur of the Year

Magaly Rodriguez de Bittner, PharmD ’83, BCPS, CDE, FAPhA

By turning theory into practice, and expanding practice through pioneering centers, Magaly 
Rodriguez de Bittner has transformed health care.
 Inappropriate use of medications contributes to more than 1.5 million preventable adverse 
events each year, including an estimated 7,000 deaths in the U.S. As a social entrepreneur, Rodri-
guez de Bittner, professor and chair of the Department of Pharmacy Practice and Science at the 
School of Pharmacy, has raised appropriate drug use in this area.
 One of her most notable endeavors was the launch of the School’s Center for Innovative 
Pharmacy Solutions (CIPS). As executive director, Rodriguez de Bittner and her colleagues have 
developed chronic disease patient care programs that are national models operating in six states.
 Her entrepreneurial efforts also resulted in the establishment of the Maryland P3 (Patients, 
Pharmacists, Partnerships) Program. Trained pharmacists conduct comprehensive medication 
therapy management services, collect medication and health information, and collaborate with 
health care providers to help patients achieve the best outcomes from their medication.
 “CIPS and the P3 Program are the result of a partnership with many entities and people. We 
have developed great public-private partnerships and this award also belongs to all of them,” says 
Rodriguez de Bittner, listing groups such as the Maryland legislature, the state Department of 
Health and Mental Hygiene, the Maryland Pharmacists Association, employer groups, and the 
federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. “My colleagues at the School also couldn’t 
have been more supportive.”
 Making sure that pharmacists are reimbursed for their myriad talents also is where Rodriguez 
de Bittner has excelled. 
 “Prior to Dr. Rodriguez de Bittner’s work, chronic disease management and reimbursement 
was unheard of in community pharmacy,” says Natalie D. Eddington, PhD, FAAPS, FCP, dean of 
the School. “Today, there are hundreds of pharmacies with similar programs that generate revenue 
as a result of her groundbreaking efforts.”
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Being Teacher of the Year was the furthest thing from Paula Monopoli’s mind 30 years ago 
when she walked into her first class as a law student. The professor was male. And with only 
one female professor on the full-time faculty, there were few role models. 
 “Even though my father was an academic, it had never occurred to me that I could or 
should teach law,” says Monopoli. “But today my students never question the fact that a wom-
an’s place is in the law school classroom — as a student and as a professor.”
 Students from Monopoli’s 12 years at the Francis King Carey School of Law certainly 
applaud her career choice. They rave about her in evaluations and have voted her Faculty  
Member of the Year several times, most recently in May 2013. 
 “She is a superior teacher who has made a permanent impact on my life,” says Alexander  
Garnick, JD ’13. Hanna Sheehan, JD ’13, adds that Monopoli’s classes are “insightful and 
thought-provoking.”
 A nationally recognized expert in inheritance law and on the role of women in the legal 
profession, Monopoli launched the Women Leadership & Equality Program — the first in an 
American law school — in 2003 with a $250,000 grant from the Marjorie Cook Foundation. 
Ten years later, the program is flourishing, attracting quality students who call the two-course 
combination of theory, analytical, and experiential practice a “life-changing” experience.
 “One of the goals was to bring the lessons learned by the first generation of women to enter 
the profession in large numbers to today’s law students,” says Monopoli, an author who also 
spreads the word through symposia. “We’ve been very successful.”
 A graduate of Yale College and the University of Virginia School of Law and a mother of 
four (including triplets), Monopoli is an elected member of the American Law Institute. 

Teacher of the Year

Paula Monopoli, JD
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Teacher of the Year

W. Jonathan Lederer, professor of physiology in the School of Medicine (SOM) and director 
of the Center for Biomedical Engineering and Technology (BioMET), has an outstanding 
record of ground-breaking observations on ion channels and calcium signaling in the heart that 
have significantly changed our understanding of normal cardiac function and how it becomes 
dysfunctional in cardiac disease.
  Such pioneering research has attracted six active grants that exceed $8 million. To Lederer, 
however, the continuity of funding is more important than a particular dollar figure. That 
is why he takes great pride in having been funded continuously since 1980 — just after he 
arrived at the University of Maryland, Baltimore — by the National Institutes of Health 
(NIH), including a 10-year NIH merit award.
 “The important point for me and my colleagues is that we remain funded,” says Lederer, 
whose 225 research papers have garnered 16,000-plus citations from his peers since 1987. 
“I am particularly worried in our current economic environment that young scientists are 
remarkably vulnerable when there are breaks in funding. We are surrounded by inventive, 
clever, and hard-working investigators just beginning their careers. It is imperative that we as a 
nation support them since their scientific future and ours depends on it.”
 His concern for his junior colleagues comes as no surprise to those he has mentored 
at SOM and BioMET, a joint effort between SOM and the Fischell Department of 
Bioengineering at the Clark School of Engineering in College Park. His former students are 
excelling worldwide, from the U.S. to China.
 “The grounding he gave me was a huge factor in my subsequent career as a cardiac muscle 
researcher,” says Mark Cannell, PhD, professor at the University of Bristol in England, who 
began working with Lederer as a postdoctoral fellow in 1983.

Researcher of the Year

W. Jonathan Lederer, MD, PhD
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Janet S. Owens, Chair

Edward J. Brody,  Vice Chair

James A. Earl, PhD, Secretary

Harold E. Chappelear

Charles W. Cole Jr.

James A. D’Orta, MD

Morton P. Fisher Jr.

Brian J. Gibbons

Joseph R. Hardiman

David H. Hillman

Sandra S. Hillman

Richard J. Himelfarb

Wallace J. Hoff

Kempton M. Ingersol

Donald M. Kirson

Harry C. Knipp, MD, FACR

Kyle P. Legg

Thomas P. O’Neill 

Theo C. Rodgers

Donald E. Roland

Devy Patterson Russell

Alan J. Silverstone

Frederick G. Smith, DDS

C. William Struever

Richard L. Taylor, MD, FAAN

John C. Weiss III

Garland O. Williamson

William T. Wood, Esq.

Ex-officio Members

Jay A. Perman, MD

President, University of Maryland,

Baltimore (UMB)

Michael B. “Mickey” Dowdy, MBA 

President/CEO, UMBF, Inc.

Chief Development Officer

Vice President of Development (UMB)

Staff

Pamela D. Heckler

Director, UMBF, Inc. Operations

BOARD OF REGENTS
2013-2014 MEMBERS
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James L. Shea, Chair

Barry P. Gossett, Vice Chair

Gary L. Attman, Treasurer

Linda R. Gooden, Assistant Treasurer

The Hon. C. Thomas McMillen, Secretary

Thomas G. Slater, Esq., Assistant Secretary

Norman R. Augustine

Patricia S. Florestano, PhD

Louise Michaux Gonzales

The Hon. Francis X. Kelly Jr.

David Kinkopf

Robert D. Rauch

Dr. Frank M. Reid III

Tracye C. Turner

Paul L. Vance

The Hon. Earl F. Hance, Ex-officio

Samim Manizade, Student Regent*

* Term expires 6/30/2012 

BOARD OF REGENTS
2013-2014 MEMBERS

* Term expires 6/30/2014
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* Deceased 

$30 million and above
W. P. Carey Foundation SOL
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation SOM

$10 million and above
Anonymous SOM

$5 million and above
Elizabeth C. Hosick, MD SOM
Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation SOM, SON, SOP
Hamish and Christy Osborne SOL 
Southern Management Corporation SOM, UMB

$3 million and above
Anonymous SOL, SOM, UMB
Bien Air USA SOD
Howard S. Brown SOL, SOM
Doris Duke Charitable Foundation SOM
Marlene and Stewart Greenebaum SOD, SOL, SOM, SON 
Lillian and Willard Hackerman SOL, SOM, SOP, UMB
M. Jane Matjasko, MD*, and Shao H. Chiu, MD SOM
Orokawa Foundation SOM

$1 million and above
Janet D. Allan, PhD, RN, FAAN SON
Anonymous SOM
Anonymous  SOM, SOP 
Anonymous                                                           SOM, SOP
Annie E. Casey Foundation, Inc.                              SOM, SSW                                            
BCF, LLC SOM
Paul Bekman SOL
Michael Brin, MD, and Eugenia Brin SOM
William E. and Sally H. Brown SOM
Mary Catherine Bunting, MS SON
Mary F. Campion, MA SOD, SON, SOP, SSW, UMB
CareFirst BlueCross BlueShield SOD, SOM, SON, SOP, UMB
Lillian Blackmon Crenshaw, MD SOM, UMB
Joseph Davidson, DDS, and Eleanor Davidson SOD
John E. Fetzer Institute, Inc. SOL
Norton A. Foxman SOM
Anthony Gerace* SOM
John M. Gregory, RPh, DPS (hon.), and Joan Gregory SOP
Homer & Martha Gudelsky Family Foundation, Inc. SOM
Thomas and Alice-Marie Hales SOM
Helena Foundation SSW, UMB
Edward S. Hoffman, MD* SOM
Henry H. and Nancy J. Hopkins SOL
Independent Dialysis Foundation, Inc. SOM
Kendeda Fund SON
John W. Kluge Foundation SOM
Maurice G. Lussier, DDS SOD
Carolyn B. McGuire-Frenkil SOM
MedStar Health SOM, SON, SOP, SSW
Elizabeth K. Moser/Moser Family Foundation SOL
William H. Murphy Jr. and William H. Murphy III SOL
Nobel Biocare USA, Inc. SOD
Carolyn J. Pass, MD, and Richard M. Susel, MD SOM
Planmeca Oy SOD
Frederick and Diana Prince SOM
Louis M. Riehl* SOL
Joseph M.* and Corinne C. Schwartz SOM
Melvin Sharoky, MD SOM
Synthes, USA SOD, SOM
United Therapeutics SOM

Cumulative giving July 1, 2005, 
through Oct. 1, 2013

Million Dollar Donors to the “Making an Impact Worldwide” Campaign

broNze SPoNSorS
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* Deceased 

Many thanks to our sponsors for their generosity

PRODUCED BY THE OFFICE OF COMMUNICATIONS AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS, 2013

MARYLAND MECHANICAL SYSTEMS, INC.

PlatiNuM SPoNSor

broNze SPoNSorS

eNtrePreNeur PreSeNtatioN 
aND recePtioN SPoNSor

reSearch lecture

aND recePtioN SPoNSor

MeDia SPoNSor

coNtributiNG SPoNSor

teacher oF the year SPoNSor Public ServaNt oF the year SPoNSor

StaFF luNcheoN SPoNSorS StuDeNt ScholarS SPoNSorS




