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Welcome –  

Tonight, in this special place with special people we are here to 

honor a special person for a special, very happy reason – Rich 

Behles retirement. When I asked Rich what kind of event he 

wanted to have to commemorate his 36 years of service at the 

HS/HSL, initially he resisted me. He quickly realized how futile 

that was. I am very determined when it comes to parties and 

recognition for a job well done. He was very clear he wanted 

something very small with only the people most special to him. 

And if you know Rich, family was right on top of the list 

followed by those who have been his special colleagues here at 



UMB. And you are those special people. Welcome! Let’s enjoy 

our dinner and each other.  

  



Other than Rich, I get the last word tonight.  Typically when it 

comes to this next part of the program, I have Rich’s help. 

However, you will soon see why I couldn’t talk to him about 

this. So I had to rely on the wise counsel of the last recipient of 

the Theodore E. Woodward Award. 

It is with great pleasure that I announce Richard J. Behles as the 

next recipient of the Library’s highest honor, the Theodore E. 

Woodward Award. 

“The purpose of the award is to acknowledge a significant 

contribution of resources or exemplary service in support of the 

Health Sciences and Human Services Library’s mission.” Who 



better than the man who has been the devoted guardian and 

steward of our historical collections for 30 years; a man who has 

been a colleague, co-conspirator, and friend of UMB’s historical 

record and the people who love it; and a man who actually knew 

and worked with Ted Woodward.  

Rich, I am honored to present you with the Theodore E. 

Woodward Award. Thank you for everything you have done for 

the history of UMB, for the Health Sciences and Human 

Services Library, and for our historical collections. And 

personally, thank you for your friendship and support. 

 


