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Founders Week

Teacher of the Year
Fadia Tohme Shaya, PhD, MPH 
School of Pharmacy 
Professor, Department of Pharmaceutical Health Services Research   
Vice Chair for Academic Affairs 

Dr. Shaya leads by example and is an inspirational
educator, teacher, and mentor to predoctoral
students, postdoctoral fellows, and junior faculty.

She engages her students in research very early on,
and includes them in publications. Under her
mentorship, her trainees have been awarded
prestigious research and training grants. Her courses
— Medication Safety, Drug Abuse in the Community,
and Formulary Management — are highly sought
after and often referenced by graduates as among
their most influential. Fluent in five languages
(including her native French and Arabic), Dr. Shaya
has trained visiting scholars from many countries,
including Armenia, France, Israel, Lebanon, and
Turkey, and is a popular guest speaker, nationally
and internationally.

Along with her School of Pharmacy appointments, she is on the School of Medicine faculty (Department of
Epidemiology and Preventive Medicine), director of the Behavioral Health Research and Policy Program,
associate director of the Center on Drugs and Public Policy, and adjunct faculty at the American University of
Beirut.

Committed to interprofessional education (IPE), she organized an inter-school IPE program on training
students to counter the opioid epidemic and how to administer naloxone.

Dr. Shaya also has supported the training of minority students and junior faculty, under the NIH minority
supplement mechanism. She serves as a mentor to inner city high school students through the UMB
Bioscience Summer Program.

As vice chair for Academic Affairs, Dr. Shaya has helped introduce population health and health services
research-based courses in the PharmD curriculum and expand dual-degree options for pharmacy students.
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